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Sensation! Tory minister 
does the decent thing* 
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Cofm Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 
Christian Wolmar 
Political Correspondent 

David Willetts, the Paymaster 
General, yesterday paid the 
price for writing an infelicitous 
memo and compounding the of- 
fence by by misleading fellow 
MPs as he tried to talk his way 
out of his difficulty 

He quit as a minister imme- 
diately after the publication of 
a report in which he was 
sharply criticised by the Tbiy- 
dominated Standards and Priv- 
ileges Committee which 
examined the allegation that he 
attempted to subvert a Parlia- 
mentary inquiiy into the Hamil- 
ton cash for questions affair. 

The speed with which Mr 
Willetts departed was intended 
■fefrtjp limit the damage to the Gov- 
^j^rnment but did nothing to 
■f dispel the impression that this 
. is an administration in its death 

throes. Mr Willetts'* replace- 
ment is likely to be announced 
today. 

Although the Committee 
made no recommendation, Mr 
Willetts's resignation became in- 
evitable because of its un- 
equmocai, and strong, wording 
and the use of the word “dis- 
semble" to describe his evi- 
dence. The unanimous report 
said that its members “were very 
concerned that any member 
should dissemble in his account 
y to the committee and believe 
that this responsefcy Mr WSDetts 
has substantially aggravated 
the original offence”. 

Indeed, the MPs were more 
angered by Mr Willetts's per- 
formance when be appeared be- 
fore the committee in October 
than the substance of the com- 
plaint which was that in Octo- 
her 1994 he tried to influence 
w the Hamilton inquiiy. The feel- 
ing among the committee was 


that if Mr Willetts bad said 
"sony", he would have received 
a rap on the knuckles. But the 
fact that he gave such an un- 
convincing account made a 
strongly worded report, and 
therefore his fate, inevitable. 

The Government immedi- 
ately mounted a damage- 
limitation exercise, furiously 
attacking the committee for its 
findings and describing Mr Wil- 
letts as an “honourable man”. 

“It is a grotesque and unfair 
judgement on a fine minister. 


committee member Quentin 
Davies for the strong language 
of the report. 

The extent to which the MPS 
doubted the accuracy of Mr W3- 
ietts’s evidence to them is 
shown by the fact that the Com- 
mittee has taken the unprece- 
dented step of requiring future 
witnesses to give evidence to 
them on oath. 

Mr Willetts’s resignation let- 
ter said: “I am sorry my integrity 
has been called into question, es- 
pecially as throughout the Com- 


*But then David 
Willetts’ colleagues 
always thought he 
was a little odd 


He will be back. Heisamanof 
honour and it was totally 
wrong,” said one angry Gov- 
ernment whip. 

.. . Another whip said; “It is a 
travesty of justice. He was pur- 
sued by one man, Quentin 
Davies"- the Tbry MP who 
gave Mr Willetts a relentless 
grilling when he appeared be- 
fore the privileges committee. 

Downing Street said the 
Prime Minister had not tried to 
persuade him to stay odl. “Mr 
Willetts is an honourable man 
and he had said very firmly that 
he believed the only course for 
him was to resign." 

The Tbry MP David Martin, 
whose Portsmouth South con- 
stituency neighbours Mr Wil- 
letts’s in Havant, blamed what 
he called the “boorish and bul- 
lying" behaviour of the Tory 


mittee hearing 1 told the truth.” 
However, he felt “the only ho- 
nourable course is to resign”. 

The committee criticised Mr 
Willetts, then a junior govern- 
ment whip, for having discussed 
with Sir Geoffrey Johnson 
Smith, the chairman of the 
now-defunct members’ interest 
committee, “a matter critical to 
the future deliberations of his 
Committee" in October 1994. 
Mr Willetts had discussed the 
Hamiltoa affair with Sir Geof- 
frey and then wrote a memo 
which implied that he bad tried 
to ensure the committee either 
did not consider the Hamilton 
case, or undertook a quick in- 
quiry that “exploited the good 
Tory majority”. 

However, the committee 
largely cleared him of the orig- 
inal allegation, saying there 


“was no dear evidence that 
Mr Willetts set out to influence 
Sir Geoffrey or that he suc- 
ceeded in doing so.” 

One senior minister, close to 
Mr Willetts said: “It’s a traves- 
ty of justice. It is grotesque and 
an unfair judgement on a fine 
minister.” Quentin Davies, the 
Tbry MP whose public grilling 
of Mr Willetts at the commit- 
tee bearings six weeks ago was 
particularly damaging to the 
minister, was singled out for crit- 
icism by Tbry colleagues. One 
said: “I would not like to be 
Quentin Davies tonight” 

The committee, which took 
almost 20 hours of debate to 
reach its unanimous decision, 
was not split on party lines but 
a few of the Tbries held out un- 
til yesterday against the strong 
wording of the report The una- 
nimity of the report, and its 
strong wording is a triumph for 
those MPs who have strongly re- 
sisted any outside involvement 
in the policing of their activities. 
By bringing all the members 
into line, it is a personal triumph 
for the chairman of the com- 
mittee, Ibny Newton. The com- 
mittee is now expected to 
consider the case of Andrew 
Mitchell, another former whip 
and now a minister, who is also 
the subject of allegations that he 
attempted to limit the inquiry 
into the Hamilton affair. 

John Major said last night 
that Mr Willetts’s resignation 
was “consistent with the digni- 
fied way t hat you have con- 
ducted yourself”. Ministers did 
not rule out the possibility that 
Mr Willetts could work for 
Central Office as political 
strategist in the election cam- 
paign and predicted that he 
would back on the front bench 
after the election. 

‘Two brains' Willetts, page 2 
Leading article, page 19 
Comment, page 21 



David Willetts, with his wife Sarah at their home in Chiswick, after announcing his resignation Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 
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Risking cancer just to stay thin 
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Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

Lung cancer is set lo overtake 
breast cancer as the biggest can- 
cer killer of women, the UK’s 
leading epidemiologist warned 
-Vesierduy, as new data high- 
■ Bgh |i»a a dramatic rise in the 
..number of young women who 
smoke. 

Health educators say the cult 
■of the Supermodel is largely to 
blame for the increase as more 
girts use cigarettes for weight 
control - nicotine is an appetite 
supressanr - and to relieve 
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The teenage wannabees copy 
thin, glamorous role models 
nidi as Kate Moss who is rarely 
Seen without a cigarette off the 
; catwalk, and who allegedly has 
Bo qualms about taking part in 
shoots which use cigarettes as 
"props. 

Earlier this year Ms Moss and 
felkw model Stephanie Sev- 
' tnour caused an uproar in 

America after appearing naked 

*nd smoking - in Playboy. 

... .The Health Education Au- 
; iboriiy yesterday reported a 


Up in smoke: Young female staff at The Independent who still light up regularly 


5 per cent rise in smoking 
prevalence among 16- to 24- 
vear-old women between 1994 
and 1996. A third of this age 
group now smokes. 

This trend is a result of more 
smokers among the II- to 15 
jtrfi group who are continuing 
to smoke into young adult- 
hood. and a simultaneous in- 
crease in “late starters". Just 
under 30 per cent of 16-24 year 


old female smokers took up 
smoking after the age of 16. 

Traditionally, many women 

quit smoking or try to give it up 
when they start families in their 
late twenties and thirties, and 
prevalence starts to fell. But the 
HEA data says that around 30 
percent of pregnant women are 
continuing to smoke. 

Professor Sir Richard Doll, 
the scientist who firs established 


the link between lung cancer 
and. smoking, and who pre- 
sented the new data, said that 
smoking-related deaths among 
women have been gradually 
rising while those among men 
have fallen. This is largely the 
result of the historic patterns of 
smoking with women taking 
up the habit decades later than 
men. 

However, the new figures 


for young women have alarmed 
doctors because they suggest 
that the long-term health effects 
of smoking will persist for 
decades to come in women, de- 
spite intense health education 
efforts. 

Sir Richard warned that if 
present trends continue, more 
women will be dying from lung 
cancer than breast cancer with- 
in five years. This is already the 
case in some cities such as 
Glasgow and Liverpool. 

Five women smokers die 
evciy hour from diseases caused 
or exacerbated by tbeir habit, 
about 424<00 annually, and up 

11.000 on previous statistics 
published in 1991. The figure for 
men is 77,500. 

Overall the number of smok- 
ing related deaths annually has 
increased by 10,000, from 

110.000 in 1991 to at least 

120.000 per year. The new pro- , 
jections are based on US data 
from a long-term study of one j 
million smokers. 

■The HEA!s“Quit Smoking for 
Life” campaign begins on radio 
and television on 30 December 
30 with a focus on women. 
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end to currency speculation 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 
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A no-entry sign. A squashed 
. ***“*!■ A hew banana. Whatever 
Fy think of the new euro wm- 
°°Wd better gel used to it- 
European Commission 
; unveiled the symbol 
r; “e smgle currency, in (he 
5”* 1 drive to win public sup- 
and affection - for mon- 
E » for euro. E Is 
^Europe. And E is for ex- 
2!W Thai is the raes^ag* 
? 0ai Brussels, though cynics 


might sav E is for Error. The computers and akvbtan 
SSod drawing of the before. Prices on goods wfflabo 
toco romes in cheerful yellow be printed in euro alongside the 

togO CO ,,f rhe nalinnn] rinrreticvonces. ahead 


on blue - the colours of the 

E Bamrig strong objection to 
the design from member states, 
there now seems little doubt 
that the logo will ^ 
as the euro's definite e symbol 
Monetary umoncouldstart 

as early as 1999. AJthough foe 

euro notes and coins 
in circulation until JXL. dm 
cvrr.bol is expected tosuntap- 
pearing on vending machines, 


national currency prices, ahead 
of the launch, so consumers can 
get used to calculating values. 

Publication of the symbolon 
the eve of the European Union 
Dublin summit is clearly in- 
tended to gjve a boost to thedri - 
ve towards the single currency 
and add a sparkle to complex ne- 
gotiations on the euro-zone. 

Germany, loathe to see its 
own dear DM disappear into 
history, is at logger-heads with 


other member states over the 
rules which will govern the sin- 
gle currency. But while techni- 
cal disputes continue, leaders 
will nevertheless be able to as- 
sert that the euro is already 
ready to take its place alongside 
the £, the Sand the ¥ as a world- 
currency symbol. 

In another sign of rapid 
progress, the desim of the euro 
notes is to be unveiled in Dublin 
on Friday. After intense debate 
it has been decided to leave 
space for a small national sym- 
bol, which means the Queen's 


head could yei appear on the 
euro if Britain decides to sign 
up for a single currency. 

The note designs will be 
based on different European 
themes. The drawings will de- 
pict different ages in European 
hisloiy, showing, for example, 
famous Europeans and monu- 
ments. Preparation for the euro 
coins, by Europe's mint masters, 
is also well underway, and the 
European Commission plans 
to launch a competition for 
the design of die coin feces in 
the New Year. 
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Veterans ‘poisoned’ 

Government medical experts 
yesterday admitted that 54 Gulf 
War veterans are being exam- 
ined for possible pesticide poi- 
soning. Page 2 

Ripping yams 

The television community was 
last night speculating that ITV s 
bawdy romp Moll Flanders . 
which finished on Monday and 
featured 17 sex scenes, would 
unleash a spate of ropycat 
bodice-rippers. Page 3 

CIAk drugs deal 

The CTA actively encouraged 
drug-trafficking in order to 
fund right-wing Contra rebels in 
Nicaragua during the 1980s, 
according to an invesii-gation 
for ITVs The Big S/on’ screened 
tonight. Page 12 
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One word from Clarke causes Major spasm 

_ ■ ■ mild flhnvt llA • 


Sketch writers must always be 
careful of phrases such as 

“historic speech” and 

- wa teishetT- In newspapers 
there are wiser and better- 
paid people whose job it is to 
deride such things. But 
yesterday I think I witnessed 
a water-shcddy, turning- 
speech thing, and I want 
readers to remember that it 
was I who told them so. 

When Ken Clarke stood to 
open the debate on Europe 
there were twice as many 
Tories in the Chamber as 
members of the combined 
opposition. The Prime 
Minister himself wa s present, 
along with all the most active 
Europhobes and pro- 
Europeans. This was not a 
debate between the 
Government and Opposition, 
but a special session of the 
Conservative Party 


Bid for 
new 
office 
of state 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 



conference.' ... vi) 

has a country totirink ; 
"“ring) stayed away. 

Mr Clarke's speech was 
frank, dear, intelligent and 
almost heart-breairingty brave, 
it afeo cannot possibly be what 
John Major warned to hear. 
Constantly interrupted by the 


The benches behmd 
Ken seethed. Half 
of them believe 
there is a German 
conspiracy to 
dominate Eunype 



currency against the 

disadvantages: “upsides and 
downsides*. 

And the upsides were very 
good, for they included low 
inflation, enhanced 
competitiveness and lower 
interest rates. All the 
downsides, however, were 
couched in terms of the 
circumstances of the 
establishment of a single 


currency. This was summed 
up in a question by the 
Liberal Democrat, Makolm 
Bruce. If, therefore, the 
circumstances were right, 
would the Chancellor be m 
favour of a single currency? 
The answer (which caused a 
tmy spasm to pass across the 
PM’s countenance) was yes. 

No wonder the benches 
behind Mr Clarke seethed. - 
Half of them actively believe 
that there is a German 
conspiracy to dominate 
Europe, and (hat the single 
currency is the Nineties 
version of the V2. In their own 
minds they are fighting a 
battle very nearly as important 
as that which their fathers - 
the Captain Mainwarings and 
Private Pikes - fought 50 years 
ago. Mr Clarke's predecessor, 
Norman Lament, . 
quoted Bundesbank i 


as saying that a single currency 
must lead to a loss of national 
control over tax and other 
fiscal policy. “Hans Tietaayer 
does not speak for Germany,'’ 
said Mr Clarke. “And you 
don't speak for us!” a Tbty 
shouted back. 

Sir Peter Tkpsell did speak 
for them, however, when he 
took Ken to task for not 
realising that a single 
currency was “part of a 
bureaucratic, centralising, 
socialising, federal state . 
Many puzzled over the 
soriaUsing, since outside the 
Calvinist Church socialising is 
not considered to be a sin. 

But we knew what he meant 

Meanwhile, Bill Cash tried 
vainly to intervene. Every 
time he stood he did up the 
button on his jacket, and 
every rime he sat down - 
thwarted - he undid it again. 


It was a metaphor for futility; 
like the stone of Sisyphus, that 
button seemed destined never 
to attain resolution. When, 
finally , the Chancellor allowed 
the button's owner to make 
bis point, one almost expected 
Mr P«h to unrip his trousers 
by way of celebration. 

And what emerges from all 
this? Why do Heave off my 
usual facetkxisaess to argue 
that this exchange was so 
important? Because Mr Qarke 
told the Tbries that, if things go 
the way he wants them to. be 
will be puling to job a single 
currency. And that is exactly 
what they cannot stand. Now, 
both sides would rather see si 
Labour government than . 
relent The Europhpbes then 
get their chance to run the 
party, and Ken Clarke wiO see' 

r ■ j .... -.jj 


Gordon Brown. 


Labour should raise the status 
of the Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation fcy moving him or her 
into No.9 Downing Street, one 
of the party's senior policy ad- 
visers suggested yesterday. 

Professor Michael Barber, 
dean of new initiatives at Lon- 
don University’s Institute of 
Education, said in his inaugur- 
al lecture that Tony Blair must 
make education a great office 
of state in order to fulfil his par- 
ty conference promise that his 
priorities would be “education, 
education and education." 

The new Education Secretary 
should be expected to stay in 
post for the entire Parliament 
and might be placed second af- 
ter the Prime Minister and be- 
fore the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in the press release 
announcing a new Cabinet, 
Professor Barber said. 

“Perhaps like the Chancellor, 
the Secretary of State for Life- 
long Learning should have a 
house next door to No.10. Who 
lives at No.9?" he asked. 

On being moved to the De- 
partment of Education from 
Environment in 1986, Kenneth 
Baker remarked that it was 
“like moving from the manag- 
er's job at Arsenal to Charlton. 
You cross the river and move 
down two divisions.” 

Though most of us would see 
any move away from Arsenal as 
promotion. Professor Barber 
commented, Mr Baker clearly 
had a different view. 

Under Labour, be said, there 
should be an end to the feud- 
ing which had bedevilled the re- 
lationship between the Prime 
Minister and the Education 
Secretary since the time of But- 
ler and Churchill. 

Callaghan had rowed with 
Shirley Williams over his Ruskin 
speech on standards: the Edu- 
cation Department was so an- 
gry that it leaked the speech to 
the press. 



Aits in arms: Darcy Bussell and Pladdo Domingo at the Royal Opera House, in advance of its first fundraising Gala 
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Gulf War vets examined 

for pesticide poisoning 


Ian Burrell 


Government medical experts 
yesterday admitted that 54 Gulf 
War veterans are being exam- 
ined for possible pesticide poi- 
soning. Up to 200 others nave 
illnesses which doctors cannot 
explain. 

Tbe admissions were made to 
MPs during oral evidence giv- 
en to the Commons defence se- 
lect committee which is 
examining Gulf War syndrome. 

Nicholas Soames, the armed 
forces minister, admitted on 
Tuesday that Parliament had 
been misled over the use of 


organopbosphate chemicals in 
the Gulf. He announced a £13 
nuflion study to investigate ill- 
nesses suffered by Gulf veter- 
ans. 

The committee was told by 
Dr Edgar Buckley, assistant 
under secretary at the MoD, 
that an investigation into tbe ac- 
tion of staff who caused minis- 
ters to mislead Parliament 
would report in February. 

“We were not just mislead- 
ing Parti ament, we were mis- 
leading ourselves, be said. 
“There are prone fade grounds 
for concern that something se- 
riously went wrong." Following 


discovery of the error. Group 
Captain Bill Coker, who head- 
ed the Gulf medical assess- 
ment team until last month, 
reviewed more than 800 sets of 
medical notes to look for vet- 
erans who might be suffering 
from otganophosphate poison- 
ing- 

Fifty-four veterans have been 
recalled and sue being re-ex- 
amined by the medical assess- 
ment team before going for 
sophisticated tests at the Insti- 
tute of Neurology. Group Capt 
Coker revealed two of the 10 
people who dusted Iraqi pris- 
oners with delousing powder 


were ifl. He also disclosed that 
20 per cent of the veterans ex- 
amined - almost 200 - have 
symptoms that cannot be ex- 
plained. 

“It is this group that presents 
the greatest problem,” he said. 
“If you want to apply the term 
syndrome, you could to this 
group.” Michael Colvin, the 
committee chairman, said there 
were deep concerns about the 
length nf time investigations into 
the health of Gulf veterans 
have taken so far. 

He underlined anxieties that 
the £13 million study would 
take a further three years. 


"There are some people who 
may well be dead before the re- 
sults of the survey are known 
and that is totally unacceptable," 
he said. 

Bruce George, the deputy 
chairman, said: This money 
hardly amounts to a row of 
beans. It is not remotely com- 
mensurate to the suffering and 
the problems created - and ig- 
nored - by the Ministry of De- 
fence.'* 

He asked Mr Buckley to pass 
on a request that ministers 
should “cut tedEr losses” and- 
make an mtedm- compensa- 
tion payment to 1 veterans. 


Pride that led to 
minister’s fall 


‘Clever chap’ with a 
run 



Cofin Brown 

Chief Rjlitical Correspondent 

Pride was probablv what caused 
the downfall of David Willetts 
because he tried to argue his 
way out of the allegation that he 
had tried to fix a select com- 
mittee inquiry report. 

Labour and Tory members of 
the 1 1 -man committee said if he 
had apologised, he would have 
been let off with a light repri- 
mand. and his career would 
have been intact. 

But it was a single word — 

“dissembled" - that sealed his 

fate. 

When he read the report at 
1,50pm in his office overlook- 
ing Whitehall in the Cabinet Of- 
fice. he decided he had no 
option bu t to resign. He saw the 
Prime Minister at ? round 3pm 
but senior party sources said his 


mind was made up. The feroc- 
ity of the report stunned MPs 
on all sides. They queued at the 
vote office in the members’ 
lobby to get hold of the 60-page 
report. Within minutes, nearly 
100 had been handed oul It had 
been hammered out over near- 

Dissemble: v l.intr. conceal 
one’s motives: talk or act hyp- 
ocritcally; 2 tr. a disguise or con- 
ceal (a feeling, intention, act etc) 
b (as dissembled adj.) simulated, 
pretended... (Concise Oxford 
Dictionary). 

ly a week of meetings by the 
committee. The “killer para- 
graph” - that in future the 
committee would take evidence 
on oath - was agreed at an ear- 
ly stage. 

The Tories suggested that 
be should be charged with con- 


tempt of the House. Some 
Labour MPs suspected that it 
was pm up to be knocked down, 
to let Mr Willetts off the hook. 
It was rejected on the ground 
that it was outside their remit. 

But the fatal word “dissem- 
bled” was inserted at the end, 
on Monday night, in scenes of 
acrimony and high drama. 
Locked in disagreement in a 
committee room of tbe Com- 
mons, Labour MPs had sug- 
gested they should say they 
had found Mr Willetts’s evi- 
dence to the committee unac- 
ceptable. 

Quentin Davies, the Tory 
MP whose tenacious question- 
ing of Mr Willetts in public ses- 
sion was blamed by ministers for 
inflicting the damage, suggest- 
ed they should say they were 
concerned Mr Willetts should 
“dissemble” in his account. 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

David Willetts has been woefully 
unlucky and, for such a clever 
chap, woefully stupid. He was 
unlucky in that the memoran- 
dum that brought his downfall 
would normally newer have been 
made public. 

The memo would not have 
come to light had it not been for 
Neal Hamilton’s ill-fated Gbel 
action against The Guardian 
newspaper for alleging that he 
had taken cash to ask questions 
on behalf of Mohaxned A1 
Fayed, the owner of Hatreds. It 
was only when the case col- 
lapsed that the memo was 
leaked to the press and subse- 
quently sent to the Speaker. 

Mr Willetts is famously 
clever; his huge pate having 
earned him tbe epithet of “two 


brains”, bed he is not necessarily 
very smart. Indeed, a smarter 
fellow might not have put down 
in a memo the result of the con- 
versation with Sir Geoffrey 
Johnson Smith, chairman of the 
Commons committee investi- 
gating the Hamilton affair: Cer- 
tainty; Mr Willetts was over 
eager to please the senior whips 
by showing his diligence. 

He had only arrived In Par- 
liament as MP for the safe seat 
of Havant in 1992 and was 
made a whip in tbe July 1994 
reshuffle. Mr Willetts is not the 
sort of chap who should be 
made a whip. He is likeable and 
has none of the required bnlty- 
boy characteristics. 

He dearly was not cut oat for 
the job. Indeed, after a couple 
of years, he was moved to the 
Treasury as Paymaster Gener- 
al, where be would have served 


in relative obscurity had it not 
been for that fateful memo: 

Mr Willetts came to Parlia- 
ment as one of tbe Tbries' best 
original thinkers fromacareer 
in think tanks and writing 
books and pamphlets. Born 40 
years ago in Moseley, Birm- 
ingham, He spent five years as 
director of studies at the Cen- 
tre for Policy Studies and was 
in Mrs Thatcher’s policy unit 
from 1984 to 1986. 

His reputation of cleverness 
did not really help Mr Willetts 
at the committee bearing. His 
erudite hairsp fitting did noth- 
ing to endear him to the mem- 
bers of foe committee which 
reprimanded him. Th e re port 
makes it dear Mr Willetts 
would have been better served 
by coming dean, rather Qian 
frying to box eleven That was 
his worst act of stupidity. 



Hollywood 
Mamed 
for violence 

Hollywood’s obsession with 
macho action films, rather 
than lax .censorship controls 
in Britain, is to blame for the 
high levels of big-screen 
violence, Michael Howard, 
Home Secretary, was told 
yesterday. 

The British Board of Fflm 
Classification was powerless 
to exert influence on the 

money-fipioning violence 

culture personified by the 
films of Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and 
Sylvester Stallone, sard 

director James Ferman. 

The BBFC's report to Mr 
Howard follows the launch by 
Viiginia Boctomley, Secretary 
of State for National 
Heritage, of an action plan 
against violence on television. 
Mr Fennan said 

gratuitously violent scenes 

could be cut out of films and 
videos, but such cuts could 
not change the culture of the 
film if it was dedicated to 
violence.' 

Knives Bill 
wins backing 

A Labour MF's Private 
Member’s Bill on combat 
knives got full Government 
backing. The Bill, sponsored 
by Jimmy Wray, the MP for 
Glasgow Provan, will allow 
the police to stop and search 
people in specified areas for 
24 hours if they believe they 
may be carrying knives, and 
creates a new offence of 
marketing a knife suitable for 
use as a weapon for inflicting 
injury on a person, in a way 
which suggests “combat" or 
aggressive use, Patricia Wynn 
Davies 

Retrial for 
gunPC 

The Old Bailey trial of an 
armed police officer accused 
of murdering a suspected car 
thief was halted for legal 
reasons and the jury 
discharged. PC Patrick 
Hodgson, 49, will face a 
retrial next year. He has 
denied murdering 38-year- . 
‘old. David Ewin who was shot 
in Baines, south-west 
London last year. 


Buxton 


BBCpleaon 
Murdoch’s . 
digital TV 

Rupert Murdoch's' digital 
software company. New -> 
Daiacom; should be obliged- 
to license its set-top box -t- 

technologytqall ‘‘ 

manufacturers and 
broadcasters, if Britain® 
avoid handing hhn a 
monopoly in digital pity 

television, the BBC said. 

In its final effor t to yjgi 
convince the Gtwcrnm^^ 
change its policy mi the ag. 
regulation of digital 3 *.; 

decoders, the BBC waraeT 
that without mandatory T 
licensing, there was a rnfc- ' 

that the market for djattF 
television, including 200 
channels of television, 
electronic banking and home 

shopping, would be 
dominated by one player. 

This is the last chance to 
create an orderly, open 
market in digital TV where 
everyone will benefit,” 

Patricia Hodgson, BBC 
director of policy and 

planning, said. '’But the . . 

government’s latest proposals 
still risk creating uncertain tjr 

for competition and ? 

consumer." Mathew Horsman 

; 

Orangemen’s - 
hard-liner 

The Orange Order chose a 
religious hard-liner as its new* 
Grand Master, increasing ; _• 
apprehensions that next July. , 
could see a repeal of last 
year's traumatic Drumcree 
marching controversy. Robert, 
Saul tors, who was previously ‘ 
Belfast County Grand Master, 
was elected to the Order’s top' 
job bv 200 members of its . 
Grand Lodge. He succeeds ; 
the Rev Martin Smyth MP, 
who had been criticised for . . 
not taking a strong enough 
line over parades. David 
AfcFSttrick -, 


m- 





beauty 


The Crescent in Buxton. 
Derbyshire, once rated the 
most dilapidated Grade 1 
listed building in England, 
has begun a new lease of life, 
spruced up at cost of £13ro. 

The building, designed by 
John Care of York in 1779 
and buflt by the Duke of 
Devonshire was on the verge 
of collapse five years ago. 

The campaign to save it 
involved the first and only 
compulsory purchase order 
by the Department of 
National Heritage and the 
first 100 per cent repairs 

lsjroWc^^*ty HighPeak 
District and Derbyshire 
County councils. Stephen 
Goodwin 


‘Rape’ officers 
remanded 

Six army officers appeared in 
court charged with raping a 
woman on a campus where 
they were studying. The six. 
Who serve with the Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical 
Engin eers, were charged with 
raping the 23-year-old between 
27 and 28 May this year at the 
Royal Military College of 
Science at Shrivenham, near 
Swindon, Wiltshire. They were 
remanded in custody by 
magistrates at Whntage, 
Oxfordshire. 


‘Independent' > 
writers win .. T 

Three Independent writers *5t 
scooped prizes in the " 

Norwich- Union Healthcare -jg 
and Medical Journalists' 
Association Medical . . 

. Journalists awards. 

Glenda Cooper, co! 
and social affairs rqki 
shared a combined second 
and third prize for an article 
on schizophrenia with Rita 
Carter, a freelance who was 
recognised for a feature on- 
morphine. Rob Stepney, 
another regular contributor, 
was commended. 

Jatyon Jenkins took first 
prize for a report for BBC 
Radio's file on Four Lit Boat 


‘Adoptive )<« 
mother killed’ 

A two-year-old boy was • 
shaken to death by a wfrtoan 
who was caring for himas she 
awaited the go-aheadjgU 
adopt him. a court hcaSt 
Angela Harris, 40, fihofl£ 

Patrick McKenzie so - 
that he suffered braitt^S- . 
damage from whidite^d, 

Leeds Crown Coo^rM&M* 
Harris, of Yeadon» gc§r '<■ - 

Leeds, denies mutt&££-' 

Helping huj| 

A flashing green jd$fSbiS 
helping the fight 
cancer. The fluoreSttnf 
protein which ihe 'c§Bdbre 
flashes on and off ijSa- 
defence mechanism's being 
used to light up pasfrof fivrog 

cells. By incorporatlagthe 

genes into the DNA of 
human cells, it is possible to 
give human proteins-* 
fluorescent “tag" aqd as a 
result scientists cant see bow 
individual proteins m a cell 
move when the cell divides. 

Glenda Cooper 
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The genteel mood of British costume drama has been challenged by the success of ITV’s Moll Flanders 
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Bodice-ripping 
challenges Jane 
Austen TV cult 


lfe# ; v ' 


The oM primness: lane Austen adaptations, Gte fTV's Emma, may 
be a thing of the past as raunchier classics gain popularity 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

The television community was last 
night speculating that TTV's bawdy 
romp Moll Flanders, which finished 
on Monday and featured 17 sex 
scenes, would unleash a spate of 
copycat bodice -rippers. 

For its triumphant ratings success 
has single-handedly broken the 
taboo that costume drama is best a 
la Jane Austen: understated, genteel 
and very definitely sex-free. 

The mid-Nincties reinterpretation 
of the genre, as demonstrated by 
Moll, has demolished that theory. 
Virgins can be replaced with wench- 
es, ballrooms with brothels. Chasti- 
ty is out. Sex, even incest, is in. 

It is the last bastion to fall in tele- 
vision drama, and contrasts with the 
latest clean-up campaign by Virginia 
Bottomley, the National Heritage 
Secretary, to dean up television’s act 

The four-hour adaptation of 
Daniel Defoe's bodice-npper about 
a woman who marries five times, 
once to her brother, works as a 
pickpocket and thief and is finally 
transported to America won 33 mil- 
lion viewers. 

That contrasts with the BBC ele- 
gant drama, also just finished, of 
Anne Bronte’s The 7 inant of Wild- 


Bodice-rippers ripe for adapting? 

Clarissa by Samuel Richardson 
Provoked complaints on its 174S 
publication about its indecency and 
would be a scriptwriter's nightmare 
to adapt, but a racy epistolary tale 
about the dishonourable rake 
Lovelace’s courting of the chaste 
Clarissa Hartowe - and how he 
finally rapes her. 

k Roxana by Daniel Defoe 
i Similar to Moll Flanders and by the 
same author, but still one to bear 
! in mind. Roxana, the beautiful 
I daughter of French refugees, is de- 


fell Had. With the emphasis on 
avoiding sex rather than having it, the 
dark story of a virtuous and unhap- 
py wife attracted four million fewer 
viewers. 

The moral is that sex and violence 
sells; and that costume drama, long 
seen as the special preserve of tin- 
kling teacups, honourable aristocrats 
and grand country houses, has 
moved into new territory. 

The approach is even mirrored in 
the Moll Flanders video of Grana- 
da’s production, which hit the shops 
on Ibesdoy. Unlike the Austen spin- 
offs of coffee-table books with lav- 
ish pictures and diaries, the Moll 
video offers a chance to see the 
steamy sex scenes which were left on 
the cutting room floor. 

The taste for bursting corsets has 
not gone unnoticed. Yesterday Nick 
Elliott, riVs controller of drama, 
said the bodice-ripping element had 
undoubtedly attracted viewers. 
“There was a pleasantly tasteful el- 
ement of sex and nudity and I know 
many men positively enjoyed Alex 
Khupton taking her top off from time 
to tune. Don't let’s beat about the 
bush, it was very pleasant” 

Granada agreed. “Moll attracted 
higher audiences than any other re- 
cent costume drama. indudingfVTiir 
and Prejudice, and viewers that 


might not otherwise have watched," 
a spokesman said jubilantly. 

So now the barriers are down, can 
we really expect a Hood of bodice- 
rippers on television? Well, not yet, 
but executives have swung away 
from light and elegant period dra- 
mas with a vengeance. 

Over the next few months view- 
ers can look forward ro stronger 
meat. ITV will show Jane Eyre — at- 
tempted bigamy, a madwoman in the 
attic and the suffering of a bullied 
orphan — and Rebecca, that talc of 
adultery and arson. 

Also' scheduled is Far From the 
Madding Crowd, which features in- 
sanity, murder and marital neglect, 
and the swashbuckling adaptation of 
a Robert Louis Stevenson short sto- 
ry. Ebb Tide, with Robbie Coltranc. 

The BBC mirrors the approach 
with adaptations of Joseph Conrad's 
Nosirotno. about a struggle to seize 
a naul of silver in South America. 
Wilkie Collins’ 77it‘ Moonstone, 
about the theft of a diamond, and 
Ivanhoe, a tale of kidnap and tour- 
nament spiced with witchcraft. 

But producers still scouring the 
classics for bodice-rippcrs will find 
plenty of choice. The 18th century, 
which produced Moll Flanders, has 
much to offer. Rom Smollett to 
Richardson, possibilities abound. 
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serted by her extravagant brewer 
husband and passes from one pro- 
tector to another getting extreme- 
ly rich on the way. But unlike Moll, 
she comes to a bad end and dies 
penniless. 

Amelia fay Henry Fielding 
Set in a London of almost unrelieved 
. squalor and violence, the hero be- 
gins the story in Newgate prison; 
he shares a cell with a courtesan 
and turns to gambling to the dis- 
tress of Amelia, bis virtuous wife. 

Fanny Hill by John Cteland 
Otherwise known as Memoirs of a 


Woman of Pleasure, this early best- 
seller resulted in the author being 
summoned before the Privy Coun- 
cil for indecency. A breathless ac- 
count of the less respectable side 
of life in the mid-I8th century. 

Mary Barton by Mrs GaskeU 
A love story set amid the crushing 
working-class poverty of Man- 
chester in the 1840s. Mary Bar- 
ton is a factory girl whose virtue 
is under siege from the rich son of 
a factory owner. When he is shot 
dead, suspicion fails on her other 
poorer, suitor, Jem, who feces the 
death penalty. 
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The new bawdy: Mod Handers, Daniel Detoe's tale of a 
ried five tiroes, has scored a hit, with 13m viewers 


woman mar- 


VM'i'f 

-vihertf 


Willie Rushton, humorist, 
satirist, artist, dies at 59 


Make someone 
happy this Christmas 


David lister 

• Arts News Editor 

Wfliie Rushton, the comedian, 

• satirist, author, actor and a 
’ man who listed bis recreations 
; as “losing weight" and “gaining 
r weight" has died after a heart 

• operation al the age of 59. 

‘ Rushton one of the architects 
: of the Sixties satire boom, co- 
’ founding the magazane PrmiJe 

■ Eye and appearing on the sem- 

• in a) TV programme That Was 
: The Week (hat Was alongside 

David Frost in 1962. 

But his versatility was greater 
than many of his more lauded 
colleagues. It extended from a 

■ stage debut in Spike Milligan’s 
_ The Bed-Sitting Room in 1961 to 

■ the authorship of best setting 

• novels and such reference 
works as How To Play Football : 

. The An Of Dirty Play. Pigsdck- 
. mg: A Joy For Life. 

On radio he broadcast in 27 
: series of the anarchic game 
’ show fm Sony I Haven't A 

• Clue. As a cartoonist he ranked 
amo ng the best- Exarapies of his 
work are at present on display 
at the National Portrait Gallery. 

Rushton's genial demeanour 
" and quickfin? repartee made his 
chunky, bearded frame a staple 
on television comedy and quiz 
shows from the Sixties onwards. 

And in the las; few years be 
had- been enjoying a spirited 
comeback as a stand up come- 
dian in a double act with his fel- 
low comic Barry Ciyer. Their 
show. Two Old Fans, delighted 
audiences at the Edinburgh 



Rushton: Most talented member of Private Eye generation 


Festival and on subsequent na- 
tionwide tours. • . 

Rushton, who was married 
with three sons, died at the 
Cromwell Hospital in London 
after a short illness, his agent 
Roger Hancock said. It is un- 
derstood he had a heart oper- 
ation, but suffered a reaction. 

His comic leanings began 
among a starry generation at 

Shrewsbury School where he fell 
in with a group that included his 
future Private Eve co-founders 


Richard Ingrams, Paul Foot 
and Christopher Booker. A 
lack of Latin O Level prevent- 
ed Rushton from joining his 
friends ai Oxford University. 

But he rejoined them si Pri- 
vate Eye where he contributed 
cartoons as well as writing. On 
Thai Was The Week That Wfoshe 
mimicked Harold Macmillan 
with a patrician accent he was 
to use to great effect in many 
future impersonations. Last 
night Sir David Frost paid trib- 


ute saying: “Wile Rushton just 
went on getting wittier and 
funnier with every passing 
year." 

In November 1963 he took 
political satire out of the studio 
and on to the hustings, stand- 
ing at the Perth and Kinross by- 
election against the Prime 
Minister, Lord Home, who 
needed a seat in the House of 
Commons. Rushton only man- 
aged 45 votes, but addressed a 
large public meeting where be 
denounced “the completely ar- 
rogant way Lord Home has 
moved into Downing Street.” 

Richard Ingrams said he was 
“terrifically shocked” by his 
friend's death. He said: “X think 
he was the most talented of my 
contemporaries by far. He had 
a brilliant spontaneous wit. I 
knew watie from the age of 12, 
when we first started doing 
jokes together and he was a very 
good cartoonist even then. He 
was a brilliant cartoonist, a 
bom cartoonist who had no 
training. It was completely nat- 1 
ural to him. i 

“He was very well adjusted to 
things- When he became dia- 1 
be tic a few years ago, he took i 
jt in his stride and said that he 
was grateful because it made 
him give up drinking.” 

A keen cricketer, Rushton 
wmmenfoer of tbe LonTs Tav- 
erners. Yesterday, the comedi- 
an Bany Tbok remarked: “I 
can’t imagine the Lord's Ihv- 
emeis or British life without 
him. He was a decent honest 
man, who laughed a lot" 


17 Triangle 
Bag £12.00 


This glittering party bag 
comes complete with a 
selection of cosmetics 
from the 17 range. 

Save £2.45 on products 
bought individually. 
Just one of hundreds of 
gift ideas at Bools. 



RSVP - and bring the olive oil 



The chic dinner party set po 
; longer lake a bottle of wme with 
.'them along as a gift for the host 
Tbe popularity of cookery tele- 
vision programmes ana books 
has helped fire diners imagi- 
■ nations and they are now tak- 
ing a bottle of good olive oil or 
expensive vinegar. 

“ More and more people arc 
buying olive oil as agift sothat 
the cook or the person whos 
keen on cooking has some- 
thing different to ba^eia tbe 
kitchen." according ib Tony 
Greenwood, the grocery and 


confectionery buyer at Self- 
ridges. 

“It’s more thoughtful than a 
bottle of wine which is a little 
less imaginative. 

“It’s a slightly different idea 
and a good cook would want to 
have more than one oil in their 
kitchen*' 

Dinner guests might pay as 
much asflS for their chosen to- 
ken. of appreciation, which 
would probably be a tasteful 
bottle of sahde estate extra vir- 
gin olive ou from northern 


But the really generous mighi 

deride to splash out on a bot- 
tle of 40-year-oJd balsamic vine- 
gar, costing £50 for 10cl. 

“Thespis the limit so far as 
balsamic vinegar is concerned. 
It’s dark and sweet and nothing 
like, the vinegar you pur on your 
chips," said Mr Greenwood. 


gin olive 
Italy. 


the veiy rid vinegar die 
flavour is such that yon almost 
need to use a pipette for it.** 
Another new gift trend - 
though rather less costly - is 
panettoae, the Italian bread-like 
cake. 


“They have always been 
beautifully presented and are 
designed as a gift It tastes 
KWd and h looks good,” said Mr 
Greenwood. 

Bnt the surprise sell-out food 
gift is another Italian cake 
called Veneziana Farrita. Cost- 
ing £5.99, it contains zabaglionti, 
a custard made with Marsala 
wine, and is made in Castet- 
franco, near Venice. 

After the store conducted a 
tasting, all the cakes on , 
the shelf were sold within 
minutes. ! 
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politics 

Europhiles fight back: Treasury fights to meet currency criteria 

Jiggery-pokery used 
to squeeze into EMU 
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Anthony Bevins and 
gane Coyle 

The Treasurv has been accused 
of using Tricks" to help keep the 
Budget deficit below the finan- 
ciaicelling set for membership 
of the European single curren- 

Cy, 

Economists estimate Conti- 
ocntal-stvle ‘‘wheezes” have 

helped trim the figure for the 
Public Sector Borrowing Re- 
quirement by more than £3 Jbn. 
That is enough to reduce the 
government deficit as a share of 
GDP from 2.9 per cent - un- 
comfortably close to the 3 per 
ceni Maastricht ceiling- to a rel- 
atively impressive Z5 per cenL 

The chief accounting ploys 
were classing the sale of the stu- 
dent loan book and the sale of 
Ministry of Defence homes, to- 
getherworth £12bn in 1997/98, 
as negative spending, reducing 
the Government’s planned ex- 
penditure total. 


“AH governments are doing 
these things, and we are no dif- 
ferent from the others. Per- 
haps just a little bit better,” said 
Peter Whibuit on, an economist 
at Robert Fleming in the City of 
London. 

But in a BBC radio interview 
earlier, Kenneth Clarke, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, com- 
plained that other countries 
cheated as they tried to fit into 
the financial terms created for 
single currency membership. 

"The public accounts of 
most countries have, I am sure, 
bad j igge ry pokery in them from 
time to time, certainly careful 
presentation - except of course 
that of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
in this country— 

“People have made the 
books look better by putting 
things in which don’t count" 
But one senior government 
source told the The Independent 
that it was accepted within the 
Treasury itself that some of its 


own accounting devices were 
“no good either”. 

In the Commons, Mr Clarke 
said at the start of a two-day de- 
bate on Europe that it was not 
enough to meet the single cur- 
rency entry terms - “conver- 
gence criteria" - in just one 
particular year. 

“They must demonstrate a 
credible commitment to durable ’ 
and sustainable convergence. 
That is the key. That is what the 
Treaty says, and that is the ba- 
sis on which decisions about who 
should join Economic and Mon- 
etary^ Union must be It is 

certainly the basis upon which 
this Government would take its 
decisions and cast any votes at 
the relevant time." 

In a powerful speech, the 
Chancellor tried to reassure 
the Tory sceptics —who contin- 
ually intervened to inject doubt 
and concern about the threat of 
a federal Europe. 

The hostility of his own side 


was made dear in interven- 
tions by a series of baddbe nchers 
- from the former Chancellor, 
Noonan Lamoot, Tony Marlow, 
Sir Peter lapse H, Bin Cash and 
John 'Wilkinson. 

The Shadow Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, told the House 
that while Mr Clarke had spo- 
ken with enthusiasm, passion 
and conviction, the question 
was whether he was speaking for 
the Conservative Party, the Gov- 
ernment, or the Prime Minister. 

He pointed out that when the 
Chancellor had addressed the 
advantages of a single currency, 
there had been jeers from his 
own side; cheers when he had 
spoken of the disadvantages 

While the Government bas 
ensured that there should be no 
vote at the end of the two-day 
debate tonight, Tbiy rebels 
might takff the opportunity of a 
vote on European fisheries pol- 
icy, on Monday, to stage yet an- 
other protest against Europe. 





Welcome to ip DovaiB? Street. 
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Tl» RtHon John Major MP 

Prin» Monster • 

] Major enters his 
own virtual world 


One Nation Trades show their teeth 
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grass 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Tory MPs led by David Hunt, the former Cab- 
inet minister, yesterday called on John Ma- 
jor to keep the Conservative Party on the 
centre ground of British politics and to re- 
ject the"” ideological tendency” on the Tbry 
right. 

Conservative Mainstream, which is sup- 
ported by a number of ministers, including 
Nicholas Soames, the Minister for the 
Armed Forces, issued an alternative mani- 
festo to counter the demands of the Euro- 
sceptics for Mr Major to fight the coming 
election on their manifesto. It will be seen 
as a dear warning to the party leadership that 


any move to the right would threaten a back- 
lash from the centre-left of the party. 

They warned: “Our party is more likely 
to be successful in future it as in most pe- 
riods in the past, it remains a party of all the 
people and not beholden to any sectional in- 
terest or narrow ideological tendency” 

The manifesto was backed by Sir Geof- 
frey John Smith, vice-chairman of the 
Madeod group, and drawn from a confer- 
ence in the summer at which the speakers 
induded John Gurnmer, one of the lading 
pro-Europeans in the Cabinet; Douglas 
Hurd, the former Foreign Secretary; and 
Ian Taylor, another strongly pro-European 
minister at the Department of TFade 
and Industry. 


Other supporters indude: Andrew Rcrwe. 
Peter Bottom! ey, Peter Butler - the parlia- 
mentary aide to Kenneth Clarke, Robin 
Squire, Mark Robinson, Sir Jim Lester, Nigel 
Barman and Quentin Davies, seen as the 
leading lights on the centre-left of the Tory 
Party. 

The group was created by Mr Hunt, for- 
mer Secretary of State for Wales, to bring 
together One Nation Tbries and members 

of the centre-left Madeod group. They could 

. • j* Vtks'Tnnilpail. 


exship was seized by the right wing. Tbe Chan- 
cellar was last week alleged to have warned 
in a private lunch that a lurch to the ngbt, 
and rejection of the European single currency 

could lead to a split in the Tory Party. 


itH UV John Mqjor last night began 

LL- -s wassst atrtsaar fife in a virtual world after 

^” *""*"* ^seses. opening 10, Downing Street as 

Key to Number 10: A greeting to surfer* (top) and aWMIfc site °“ *** 

for downloading at the new 
Number 10 site, which opens 
|rit*i the familiar blade dOOT- 
way with policeman outside. 

Surfers on the Internet are 
offered a history of the 
Premier's official London 
residence, with information on 
State Rooms. Recent speeches 
by Mr Major; biographies of 
recent prime ministers and the 
Cabinet, the Queen's Speech 
and notes an legislation going 



through Parliament, withpress 
releases, are also avnUamo. 

Mr Major marked the 
launch by inviting pupils from 
The Donai Martyrs School in 
Uxbridge, west LondoMnto 
Downing Street for an Internet 
link with their classmates. 

Asked who was the most 

remarkable person he had ever 
met, Mr Major said: “HI 

answer that I will offeod a 

thousand people, so I D keep 
that revelation for later years- 
The tour finishes wuh the 
Number 10 visitors' book, and 
Its cat, Humphrey. 

Downing Street officials said 
Mr Major may open «*e-maJl 
address where the pubUc could 
send him messages. The Inter- 
net address for Number 10 is: 
http^/wwwLnnmberlO^ov.uk/. 




It’s better 
to give 


new Tory poster 


Frsm Abrams would offer a strong govern- a k-onservauve 

Political Correspondent SSffiUS ■* 

The Conservative Party chair- political debate and are not Liberal Democrat policy, 
man was accused ofTies, half- enough to save Tory skins. Bri- "The Utanh JUC fuming 
truths and smears” last night an Mawhinney must correct scared op Ous ibww Mtoey 
after the launch of a new “de- the lies, withdraw the mistaken have been found out. These 
mon eyes” campaign appar- attacks and recall the disgrace- points will be driwnlnmc io 
ently featuring both Tbny Blair ful posters and literature an- theek^or^focWcst Coun- 
andftddy Ashdown. mediately,'’ he said. tiyrn the weeks ahead," he said. 

The party’s latest poster is 
adorned with the same pair 
of red eyes used in a widely crit- 
icised campaign against Labour, 
plus a pair of orange eyes which 
are equally menacing. 

Its slogan, “lib Dem-Labour 
- Double Danger” suggests 
that the Tbries fear an affiance 
of the two opposition parties af- 
ter the election. 

The Liberal Democrats' chair 
of campaigns, Nick Harvey, 
wrote to Brian Mawhinney last 
night complaining that he had 
made false claims about the par- 
ty’s polities. • 

A leaflet bearing the new im- 
age and handed out in the 
West Country said a vote for the 
liberal Democrats was a vote 
for the legalisation of drugs such 
as cannabis, for a United States 
of Europe, for Brussels control 
of immigration and defence, for 
higher taxes and for weak, 
muM-party government. 

The party has agreed to set 
up a Royal Commission which 
would consider decriminalis- 
ing cannabis, but would not le- 
galise it. However, its 
conference has voted in favour 
of the move in the past 
Last night, Mr Harvey said 


A Conservative Party 
spokesman said the points 
made all related to aspects of 
liberal Democrat policy. 

"The Liberals arc running 
seared cm this because they 
have been found out. These 
points will be driven home to 
the electors in the West Coun- 
try in the weeks ahead,” he said 
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veto on immigration and de- New Tory target: The Liberal Democrat leader Paddy 
fence, would cut some taxes and Ashdown yesterday Photograph: Press Association 


‘Fat cats take breakfast 
to improve their image 

Christian Wolmar cess, with clear benefits to the made it quite dear that the sub- 

, Westminster Correspondent British economy as well as to ject jof a windfall tax) was most 
_ . ’ C0n sumer$ and employees, definitely not on the agenda of 

The first meeting ot the lobby privatisation has attracted wide- the meeting We have no in- 
group for die “fat cats” of spread criticism because of dan- lention that the efforts to im- 

pnvansed industries takes place gerousty flawed perceptions, prove the public image of 
Lffis morning over breakfast at We thmk the time has come to privatised companies should 
London s most expensive hotel, redress the balance of public include lobbying against plans 
ge borough, next to opinion." for the windfejOwF 

Hyde Part- .The executives of the elec- A spokesman free BA said 

Over 50 chief executives and tnedy, water and gas companies yesterday that the intention of 
chairmen of privatised are have all been invited, along the meeting was to improve the 
expected to attend the gather- with BT and other privatised overall ^^^cf tKri^iscd 
mg organised by Sir Colin companies such as Raikrack. industries and -their Smtrihu- 

Maphaffi of British Airways, When news of the proposed lion to UK pic”, 

and John New, of Unipart, meeting leaked out, it was sug- They arc- an important part 

They say the meeting has been gested that the lobby group of BA^customcr^e and ihcv 
planned m order to give a bet- would campaign against have a vital role in teaching the 
ter mage to the privatised m- Labour s windfall tax for pri- world about privatisation, be 
dustnes following years of bad vatised companies. However, in said ^ 

publicity. 

In a letter inviting the exec- 
utives to the meeting, the two 
wrote: “Despite its evident sue- 


For details of vour nearest store call 03^5 10 11 12. 


cess, with clear benefits to the 
British economy as well as to 
consumers and employees, 
privatisation has attracted wide- 
spread criticism because of dan- 
gerously flawed perceptions. 
We think the time has come to 
redress the balance of public 
opinion." 

Hie executives of the elec- 
tricity, water and gas companies 
have all been invited, along 
with BT and other privatised 
companies such as Rail track. 

When news of the proposed 
meeting leaked out, it was sug- 
gested that the lobby group 
would campaign against 
Labour's windfall tax for pri- 
vatised companies. However, in 
a second letter sent last week, 
Mr Neill stresses that this is not 
the case. He wrote: “Both Sir 
Colin’s office and mine have 
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The lobbying group as yet 
has no name and na.dedsu.in 
has yet been taken over how 
often it will mecL 
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London gets gridlocked into its worst jam for years yet Britain’s obsession with the car grows unabated 

An undying 


love that is 
ivinsr us to 


mM 

^ ^ : > 

- 1 


distraction 


Glenda Cooper 

Despite increased pollution, 
congestion and in the wake of 
^ the worst traffic jam in London 
y for 16 years, the British are still 
. unwilling to hand in their car 
' keys and gel on the bus. 

Our love affair with the car 
; continues to grow according to 
. a new report from the London 
School of Economics, with car 

• owners now spending an aver- 

- age £52 a week on their vehi- 
cle - more than on clothes and 

; only slightly less than on food. 

The report commissioned 

• by the AA was unveiled only 
hours after 250,000 drivers 
were brought to a standstill for 

- eight hours on Tuesday. 

A lorry driver was responsi- 
. ble for the gridlock that paral- 
ysed much of east London 
. after his vehicle became 
wedged beneath an overhead 

• sign at the entrance to the 
Blackball Tunnel. He had ig- 

' nozed warning signs that told 

• him the crane on the back of 
his lorry was too high for the 

: tunnel's 13ft 4in height re- 
; striction. 

^ It hit an overhead gantry car- 
' Trying wanting signs about lane 
changes and the reinforced 
steel frame crashed down an to 
him. He escaped unharmed but 
thousands of other drivers were 
stuck as the rush-hour jam 
spread over a seven-mile area. 

Police were yesterday refus- 
ing to name thb driver re- 
sponsible, dubbed “a total 
. prat'’ by the Automobile As- 
sociation, for his own safety! 
Some drivers were forced to 
abandon their vehicles and 
drivers in the Rotherfaithe Tun- 
nel, the closest Thames cross- 
ingtotheBladcwallThnnelhad 
to breathe through handker- 

- chiefs and scarves as fumes 

- from the stationary traffic built 
: up. 

Despite incidents like this, 

■ the LSE report estimates that 

- car ownership will continue to 
... grow because more people 
Z want to drive and as prosperi- 
t ty grows, more will be able 

w to afford to. 

More than two in three 
[ households now have at 
; least one car, and in homes 
5 where the head has a job 
2 more than half has two of 

B vehicles. Jh 1978, 
were 17.75 million 
on Britain’s roads; 
here are more than . 
llion. 

s average household . 
es 15 per cent of its 
iditure to motoring 
e proportion of its in- 
to own and operate 
5 a vehicle has fallen by a 
S'. third since the early 1960s 
s'-due to increased standards 
torf living and the falling cost 
• " fTbfbuying a car. 
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As I inched into the exhaust 
fume-filled maw of the Lime- 
house Link tunnel, a solid wall 
of red lights stretching off into 
the gloom, 

I realised this was the grid- 
lock from Hell. There was no 
going back and it was quite 
dear we were going to be there 
for some time. It had already 
taken more than half-an-hour 
to crawl the few yards from the 
Canary Wharf car park to the 
mouth of the tunnel that runs 
west from Docklands toward 
the City. 

Fortunately, having been to 
the supermarket after leaving 
my office, I had bread arid wa- 
ter. I might need them. 1 could 
be here tor hours. Strange 
thoughts entered my mind. 
What were the toilet facilities? 
More seriously, would the ex- 
tractors cope with the fumes? 
They ought to, this was, after 
all, the most expensive bit of 
road in London. 

In the event, it was not so 
bad. ft took 30 minutes to dear 
the tunnel; another hour's 
crawl to get home to north 
London, a journey that nor- 
mally takes about a -quarter 
Sat And feat was head- 
ing away flbm the Bfackwall 
Tunnel. My sanity was saved 
by the stand up. cpmedy tape 
I found. But it was not the only 
reason fellow motorists might 
have seen me laughing hys- 
terically.... Terry Kirby 

At the same time, public 
transport has become steadily 
more expensive, and many pre- 
fer to rely on their own vehi- 
cle any way because buses and 
trains cannot provide the flex- 
ibility form ost of thetrijK peo- 
ple make. 
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to this and makes a deci- 
sion to stop it. We can’t 
stick our beads in the sand 
- it won’t go away.” 

■ Who - Spends Whoi on 
Motoring m the UK?\ AA. 
Norfolk. House, Priestley 
Road, Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire, RG24 9NY. 
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Most of the nation now dri- 
ves to work with the exception 
of those who work in central 
London. “People now live in 
the country away from work 
and rely on the car. Journeys 
to work by bm and rail on a na- 
tional level are not very im- 
portant at aH,” said Dr Stephen 
Glaister, author of the report 

In fact, the car is the domi- 
nant means of transport for 
most journeys - ana is only 
beaten into second place for 
journeys of under a mile, by 
walking. 

Demographic changes are 
also helping the inexorable 
rise of the car. 

‘'There will be a genera- 
tional effect,” said Stephen 
Glaister, author of the report 
“Only 7 per cent of women over 
75 who five alone have got cars 
at the moment. They often nev- 
er had driving licences and if 
they had a car their husband 
drove it -for them. But for 
women in their 40s, 70 per cent 
have driving licences so in 20 
to 30 years they are much 
more likely to have a car.” 

As cars continue to fill our 
roads, the difficulty of how to 
cope with the overload re- 
mains a problem. “A time 
bomb is ticking under UK 
transport, as tire new study 
deariy signals that more British 
citizens intend to buy and run 
cars because motoring is es- . 
sential to daily life,” said John | 
Dawson, AAjjalicy director. 

“People see their lives being 
enriched by having a car. Seek- 
ing to deny these aspirations, 
rather than manage them, is a 
dead-end policy." 

Options to deal with the sit- 
uation could include providing 
more roads to ease congestion, 
or putting up the price of fuel 
to try to discourage frequent j 
use of cars for short journeys. I 

Roger Higman, senior trans- 
port campaigner for Friends of 
the Earth, called for more 
money to be put into alterna- 
tive forms of transport: “The 
idea that people have become 
totally dependent on their 
cars is nothing new. The 
question iswhat can we do 
to encourage people off it. 
If the facilities were better 
more people would use 
public transport. 

Dr Glaister writes in 
conclusion to the LSE re- 
port: “Very strong forces 
are going to carry on car 
ownership and the use of 
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Road to non: Traffic congestion has become all too famffiar, and unless action to taken the problem to only going to get worse Photo&aptu Geraint Lewis 
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‘Devious, truculent 
and unreliable 5 


Clare Garner 


Heaven knows, Morrissey really 
does have reason to be miser- 
able dow. The Smiths' lead 
singer, who always held the 
puise strings, has been ordered 
by a High Court judge to dig 
deep into his own pocket to pay 
out money owed to the band’s 
fanner dnunmer Mike Joyce. 

Concluding the seven-day 
battle over how the profits 
should be shared between the 
group’s four members, Judge 
John Weeks described the lead 
singer. Stephen Morrissey, as 
"devious, truculent and unreli- 
able” and ordered the man 
who "held the purse strings" to 
pay the ex-drummer his fair 
share. 

Morrissey and lead guitarist 
Johnny Marr who together 
wrote the group's hit songs, in- 
cluding “Heaven Knows I'm 
Miserable Now”, were the dom- 
inant figures in r unning The 
Smiths' affairs. They claimed 
there was an agreement that 
they would get all the profits 
from publishing, and 40 per cent 
each from other royalties. But 
Joyce claimed he was never told 



What a judge said about the 
rock star Morrissey 


he was going to be paid only 10 
per cent of record and per- 
forming royalties. 

Now Morrissey and Man 
must now pay Joyce his quarter- 
share of the profits made by the 
band, and must also pay legal 
costs, estimated at £250,000. Le- 


gal experts said the extra share 
of the profits, plus interest dat- 
ing from 1987, would mean 
Joyce should receive £ lm. 

Judge Weeks said that when 
Joyce applied for a mortgage, 
his accountant wrote to the 
building society stating his share 
of the annual income of the 
band was in excess of £ 20 , 000 , 
which the accounts showed was 
a 25 per cent share of the prof- 
its from 1984 and 1985. 

When Joyce was sent a copy 
of the group's accounts in July 
1986, he put it in a drawer with- 
out studying iL Judge Weeks 
said he was satisfied that even 
if he had looked at Lhe figures, 
he would not have realised the 
implications and that he was re- 


ceiving a 10 per cent share. 

It was only when the group 
dissolved in 1987 that Jpyce re- 
alised what had been happen- 
ing. He showed the accounts to 
a friend who had accountancy 
knowledge and he began his le- 
gal battle for an equal share. 

In 1989 Andy Rourke, the 
group's bass guitarist who had 
fought a battle with heroin ad- 
diction, was "desperately short 
of money” and settled with 
Marr and Morrissey for £83,000 
and 10 per cent of future record 
royalties, giving up all further 
claims. 

When Marr and Morrissey 
eventually admitted there had 
been a partnership agreement 
in November last year, they paid 


over £273,000 to Joyce as set- 
tlement of 10 per cent of The 
Smiths’ profits. 

Judge weeks said all four had 
no business experience, having 
left school between the ages of 
15 and 16 with few qualifica- 
tions, but that Morrissey took 
all tbederisions. At 23, he was 
four years older than the other 
members and more assertive 
and although he controlled the 
group's finances, he “lacked 
the will" to tell Rourke and 
Joyce of his decisions over prof- 

“Helek it to Mr Marr to give 
the unpalatable news to the oth- 
er two,” the judge said. 

Joyce said after the hearing: 
“1 still have the highest regard 
for Morrissey but always knew 
10 years ago when I started this 
action that I would win. This was 
never about money. It will not 
change my lifestyle out it will se- 
cure the future for my wife and 
children." 

Morrissey, who was not in 
court for yesterday’s judgment, 
in a statement issued through 
his solicitors, said: “I am dis- 
appointed and surprised at the 
judge’s decision, particularly 
gjven the weight of me evidence 
against Mike Joyce's dafm. 1 will 
be considering the terms of 
the judgmen t with my solicitors 
to assess possible grounds for 
appeal.” Marr refused to com- 
ment and left the court build- 
ing immediately. 


Two guilty of embassy bombing 


Two Palestinian terrorists were 
convicted at the Old Bailey 
yesterday of plotting to bomb 
Jewish targets in Britain in a bid 
to sabotage the Middle East 
peace process. 

Jawad Botmeh and Samar 
Alami used their En glish uni- 
versity educations to make the 
high explosives for their bomb- 
ing campaign. The two ex- 
students will be sentenced on 
Monday. A third defendant, 
Mahmoud Abu-War deh, was 
cleared of taking part in the con- 
spiracy and released on order of 
the judge, Mr Justice Garland. 

Both Mr Botmeh and Mr 
Alami showed no emotion as the 
jury returned their verdicts after 


six and a half hours of deliber- 
ations. 

Mr Alami. 30. of South Kens- 
ington, central London, Mr Bot- 
meh, a businessman, 28, of 
Bloomsbury, central London, 
and Mr Abu-Wardeh, 25, of 
Putney, south-west London, bad 
all denied conspiring to cause ex- 
plosions between January 1993 
and May 1995. They also denied 
possessing an explosive sub- 
stance - Triacetone Triperoxide 
- of a nature likely to endanger 
life or cause serious damage on 
or before 25 May 1995, and pos- 
session of firearms. 

The jury were not asked to re- 
turn verdicts on the possession 
charges against Mr Botmeh and 


Mr Alami after they were con- 
victed of the bombing plot. But 
Mr Abu-Wirdeh was cleared of 
all the charges. Mr Abu-Wardeh 
nodded to the jury as they 
cleared him of all charges against 
him. He hugged his co-defen- 
dants before leaving the dock. 

Two car bombs rocked the Is- 
raeli Embassy, in Kensington 
Gardens, west London, and a 
Jewish charity in north London 
in July 1994 - causing millions 
of pounds of damage. “Merci- 
fully no one was killed or seri- 
ously injured but they were 
grave acts of terrorism," Mr 
Justice Garland said when sum- 
two month triaL 
Botmeh and Mr Alami 


mingupthe 
Mr Bo tint 


were members of a Palestinian 
tenor cell in Britain. They be- 
lieved that Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat “was misguided in 
his attempts to come to any ac- 
commodation with Israel and 
wished to funder the process'*, 
David Cah/ert-Smith, prosecut- 
ing, had told the court 
Earlier in foe trial Mis Nadia 
Zekra, a mother of two, who was 
originally accused of planting the 
bomb, was found not guilty on 
the orders of the judge after he 
described the evidence against 
her as suspect Mr Justice Gar- 
land accepted a defence sub- 
mission that Mis Zekra, 49, 
who had denied causing the ex- 
plosion, had no case to answer. 
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Britain’s 
children *. 
toiling 



an hour 


Charlie Bain 


Reflected glory: Matthew Jury of HMS Victory in Portsmouth, Hampshire, making use 
of the facilities offered by the naval base’s Historic Ships in the City enterprise, 
which has just won the National Public Loo of the Year award Photograph: Russell Sach 


Around 90 percent of children 
living in the Midlands, the north 
of England and Scotland are em- 
ployed Dlegafly, new research has 
revealed. 

Children as young as 10 are 
irking long hours on low pay 

avanelyofjobsrangm|,fram 
paper rounds to working in 
sawmills. One 12 year-old boy 
was discovered working as a re- 
ceptionist for a mini-cab firm in 
Cumbria for lOp an hour. 

The research was carried out 
by Dr Jim McKechnie of the 
University of Paisley, and chal- 
lenges the notion that child 
labour is only found in Third 
World countries. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
report published by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
( 1101060 . documenting the 
plight of young children work- 
ing around the world. Dr McK- 
echnie said that the problem of 
chfid labour in Britain had been 
neglected. 

“People living in the devel- 
oped world seem to get up on 
their soap boxes and preach to 
the underdeveloped world 
about the appalling child labour 
conditions in their countries, 
when in fact everything isn't so 
rosy in their own back garden.” 
he said. 

The main problem, he added, 
was that local authorities were 
neglecting the issue of work per- 
mits, and rarely exercised their 
right to fine employers who ex- 
ploit children illegally. 

He added that the old myth 
that says that poverty is the main 
cause of child labour is my 
longer true in Britain, with-*' 
more middle class children do- 
ing “benefidaT work experience. 

The research shows that 70 
per cent of children have been 
involved in some sort of paid 
employment outside the fami- 
ly by the age of 16, earning on 
average £l -£2 an hour. In the 
north of England and Scotland, 
29 per cent of children' had 
worked before the age of 13. 

Citing a number of Dicken- 
sian examples. Dr McKechnie 
said that he found one “very 
young” boy working in a sawmill 
m Dumfries, Galloway, and an- 
other who suffocated last year 
when cleaning out a vat at a 
chemical factory. 

Labour’s overseas develop- 
ment spokeswoman Clare Short 
praised the work of Unicef, 
and called for politicians recog- 
nise the plight of children: “In- 
stead of talking about ridiculous 
buildings in Greenwich to cel- 
ebrate the Millennium, why 
don’t we determine to see an era 
where no children are mal- 
nourished, who all have prima- 
ry health care," she said. 


Club doorman 
names Leah’s 
ecstasy dealer 


MJt? 
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named in court the drug deal- 
er he claimed supplied the ec- 
stasy tablet which killed 
teenager Leah Betts. 

Patrick O’Mahoney, head 
doorman at Raquel’s nightclub 
in Basildon, Essex, at the time 
Leah died, claimed it was a man 
named Mark Murray who was 
now living in Spain. 

But Mr O’ Mahoney said he 
ultimately laid the blame for 
Leah’s death at the door of the 
club’s managers, who he said 
were aware dealers operated in 
the club and instructed door- 
men to let them carry on. 

The jury at Norwich Crown 
Court was also told that secu- 
rity at Raquel’s had been or- 
ganised by Tony Tucker, who 
was one of three men later 
found shot dead in a Range 
Rover at Rettendon, Essex. 

The court has been told the 
ecstasy that killed Leah was 
bought via a network of friends 
including 18-year-old Steven 
Packman, of Laindon, Essex, 
who denies being involved in the 
supply of the drug. A 19-year- 
old, Stephen Smith has admit- 
ted a simil ar charge. 

Leah collapsed Into a coma 
shortly after taking one of the 
tablets at her 18th birthday 
party at her parents’ home in 
Latchingdon in November last 
year. She died a few days later. 

Mr O'Mahoney said police 
had arrested and questioned Mr 
Murray following Leah's death, 
“The police are well aware 
about Mark Murray,” he said. 
“I am just sick of that scumbag 
silting in Spain.” Mr O’Ma- 
honey said nine people were in 
prison because of Mr Murray. 

The court y^as told bow the 


News of the World 
had arranged for 
hooey to meet Mr Packman in 
an attempt to hear what the 18- 
year-oldhadto say about the ec- 
stasy which killed Leah. 

Mr O’Mahoney tape-record- 
ed the conversation. And be 
said he realised that Mr Pack- 
man had bought the drugs from 
Mr Murray during the conver- 
sation. “It could only be Mark 
Murray really,” said Mr O’Ma- 
honey. “When he [Packman] 
described him I knew who he 
was talking about. It is proba- 
bly why no one has seen Mark 
Murray since that day.” 

Mr O’Mahoney admitted 
that he was a criminal and had 
had dealings in the past with 
“serious criminals". 

He had many convictions, in- 
cluding convictions and had 
served time in prison. But be said 
in the last 18 months he had 
i way of life. He said 
f his life be- 
cause he was giving evidence and 
had given information to police. 

He told the court that secu- 
rity arrangements at Ra quel's 
were managed by Tony Tucker, 
a known dregs dealer, who was 
found shot dead with two oth- 
er dealers a few weeks after 
Leah’s death. A trial is pending 
in connection with the killings, 
the jury was told. 

“I feel sorry for [Mr Pack- 
man]. He is afraid of the ghost 
of Tony Ticker. He should just 
name the man he is protecting," 
Mr O 'Mahoney said. 

“I was aware as welt as the 
management were aware and 
everyone else was aware what 
particular person was supplying 
ecstasy in that club." 

The hearing continues today. 
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Salad days return to Gil lingham FC 
(but not in the way you might think) 
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Life destroyed by post-traumatic 
stress disorder after Hillsborough 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


• A man who became psycho- 
logically flj after his hall- broth- 
er was crushed to death in the 
1989 Hillsborough disaster is en- 
titled to £201,729 damages from 
South Yorkshire Police, a Hi g h 
Court judge ruled yesterday. 

John McCarthy, 35, who suf- 
fers from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, would never work 
again, Mr Justice Sachs said as 
he awarded the sum to cover 
suffering and injury to health, 
loss of earnings and medical 
expenses. 

Teresa Glover, the brothers’ 
mother, said afterwards: “I am 
happy and I'm sad. It is very 
emotional for us even after ail 
these yean.” 

Mr McCarthy, who was 28 at 
' the time of the tragedy, had giv- 
en a spare ticket for the Liver- 
pool-Nottingham Forest 
semi-final to his half-brother Ian 
Glover, 11 years his junior. Mr 
McCarthy sat in the north stand 
but Ian’s ticket and that of an- 
other brother, Joe Glover, were 
the Leppings Lane end of 
ahe Sheffield ground. 

Mr McCarthy, who had been 
watching the carnage unfold in 
the pens, and Joe Glover, who 
survived the crush, identified 
Ian’s body in a makeshift mor- 


tuary in the gymnasium. 
Tbe judge said : “I have 


The judge said: “I have seen 
the photograph of his deceased 
half-brother. I have seen the 
video of events in that gymna- 
sium. They were utterly hor- 
rendous.” 

On what would have been 
Ian’s 21st birthday Mr Mc- 
Carthy attempted suicide. 

As in earlier cases, the force 
had admitted negligently caus- 
ing death and injury but claimed 
Mr McCarthy was too remote 
from the scene and did not have 
a close enough relationship 
with his half-brother. 

Many relatives of the 
tragedy's victims have been 
awarded only the standard be- 
reavement allowance. They 
have been unable to claim for 
psychological illness if they 
were too remote from the 
crushing or if their ties with the 
victim were not close. 

But Mr Justice Sachs said Mr 


McCarthy's dairo was dearly 
different from a leading House 
of Lords case involving Brian 
Harrison and Robert' Alcock, 
who lost two brothers and a 

brother-in-law respectively and 
whose claims were rejected. 

In Mr McCarthy’s case, the 
evidence that he was “partic- 
ularly dose” to his half-broth- 
er was “aO one way", the judge 
said, and his reaction to what he 
saw and heard in the short 
time after being told of the 
death was “of no surprise to 
anybody who has seen these oc- 
currences”. 

Geoffrey Giave, a former 
South Yorkshire policeman who 
was one of the officers who won 
damages for post-traumatic 
stress disorder last month, had 
looked after Ian Glover’s body 
and gave evidence in yesterday's 
case. The. scene in the gymna- 
sium was “utter carnage”, he 
told the court, Mr McCarthy 
and Joe Glover had collapsed 
over the body, inconsolable. 

Mrs Glover watched the Jim- 
my McGovern Hillsborough 
drama last week which fea- 
tured Jan and Joe. Because 
yesterday’s case was still unre- 
solved, some of John Mc- 
Carthy’s role in the actual 
events was incorporated into 1 
Joe’s character. 

Lawyers for South Yorkshire 
police said yesterday that an ap- 
peal was being considered. The 
judge said he was well aware 
that the House of Lords had 
urged finutations co such claims 
but insisted: “My decision cre- 
ates no precedent. I decide it on 
tbe facts and I am satisfied ... 
that the plaintiff passes the 
tests entitling him to be com- 
pensated.” 

He adde± “Whilst there is 
nothing I can really do to com- 
pensate the Glover and the 
McCarthy families for the loss 
of Ian, I do hope that if this is 
to be conclusion of tbe litigation 
it will bring to them all, if not 
peace of mind, at least a low- 
ering of the anxiety and hurt 
they feel" 

Mrs Glover welcomed calls 
for the inquest inquest into tbe 
% deaths to be reopened or for 
a fresh inquiry to be held into 
the new evidence disclosed in 
the film. 









Vegetable fetish: Fans brandishing bunches of celery outside Gillingham Town’s ground in Kent as the ritual spreads through the dub 


Photograph: Bill GrahanVKNP 


David Lister 


j In a gift to stand-up comedians 
I everywhere, Gillingham 
| football dub has declared 
celery an offensive weapon. 

Soccer fans in the Kent 
town have been turning up to 
matches with celery hidden in 
their trousers. The assumption 
that this would not be noticed 
by police demonstrates an 
egoism not often found in the 
league second division. 

Equally, the decision by dub 
stewards to frisk fans for celery 
indicates a commendable 
devotion to duly. 

Curiously, the fans have 
been using the celery not to 
attack opposing fans or even 
opposing players, but their 
own goalkeeper. Jim 
Stannard, at 16st 61b one of 
football's chunkier athletes, 
has been bombarded by his 
own supporters at every home 
game. This is preceded by a 
chant known as the Celery 
Song, with a chorus of the 
one word CELERY sung to 
tbe well-known soccer chorus 
WEMBERLEY. The verse is 
better not described at alL 

Gillingham Town’s 
directors have now decided 
that a fortnightly 
bombardment erf their own 
goalkeeper is not in the best 
interests of tbe dub. This 
view appeared to have some 
logic when the Gfllingham 
players with a chorus of 
CELERY ringing in their ears 
lost at home to Cardiff this 
week in the first round of the 
Auto Windscreen Shield 
trophy. Only 1,193 fans were 
present, but local 
greengrocers stifl did a 
roaring trade. 


Tbe dub’s programme 
editor, Matt Davison, said 
with pride yesterday: “Our 
keeper is toe heaviest player in 
the league. A lot of celery was 
thrown and inevitably some of 
it went in his direction. But it's 
been something to identify the 
did) with. We’re the only dub 
to have a connection with a 
vegetable." 


Gillingham is the first dub 
to ban celery, but the link 
between the vegetable and 
football started at the more 
upmarket Chelsea in the 
Eighties. After dub vice- 
chairman. Matthew Harding, 
was killed in a helicopter 
crash last October, a bunch of 
celery was placed among the 
floral tributes at tbe ground. 


1 . A diet of bottling but celery would be fatal, 
tt takes more energy to eat it than It gives you. 


2. The Romans ale celery to deepen the voice 
for public speaking. 


4. Celery was introduced to Britain Irom Italy 
in the 1 7th century. In Italy today, the open s/ngcr 
Luciano Pavarotti insists on one celery stick in 
his favourite pasta. 


3. Model Marie HeMn gave up cigarettes by 
munching celery. 


5. Gardener Bemaid La very achieved a world 
record with a -461b celery head. He daimed to 
make it grow by “talking to it nicely.” 
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ATJPC^ CD-ROM 


TITLES 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 




Can you survive 28 
grueling stages in the 
world’s toughest test on 
wheels? There’s only one 
way to find out -get into 
the driving seat and hit 
the accelerator! 

PC CD-ROM 1 
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FIFA 97 


This starring soccer 
sinxiation has been 
improved ami updated 
for 1997 

It now features realtime 3D 
graphics and truly realistic 
Motion Blended™ players. 

PC CD-ROM 
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TOMB RAIDER 
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fo this 3D adventure 
Lara Croft is the all-action 
heroine on a deatlvdefying 
mission. She’s mean, 
she’s tough and she's 
taking no prisoners. 
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PRIVATEER 2 - THE DARKENING 


PCOAMBf 


‘What is the use in having lived so long, if at the end you don't know 
what you know? 9 In what she expects to be her last major piece of 
published writing, Martha Gcflhorn looks back on an extraordinary life 


IttxaRsDeai 


The sophEficated space 
combat flame transports 
you to the deepest, darkest 
depths of the universe. 

’fou must negotiate your 
way through outer space 
irt a fight for your fife 
PC CD-ROM 
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A former traveller, living 
on benefits, squatting, 
begging, addicted to 
heroin... Carl (right) is 
an anti-hero for our 
times. But, discovers 
Andy Beckett, this 
27-year-old drifter is also 
a rather ordinary human 
being, whose aspirations % 
confound our prejudices 



‘One of the most 
wonderful chapters in the 
whole histoiy of art . .’ 
David Sylvester reflects 
on Picasso, Braque, 
and the creative fruits of 
their relationship 
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Illness forces 
Fiennes to quit 
polar expedition 


Michael Streeter^ 


The adventurer Sir Ranulph Fi- 
ennes was forced to abandon an 
attempt to become the first 
cerson to walk alone and un- 

* I fhp Anhlirtir 



After 4S hours of constant 
pain, Fiennes sent up two dis- 
tress flares to show he could 
not continue his 1, 800-mile, 
1 10 -dav trek to the South Pole. 

As a rescue plane was mov- 
ing to locate the explorer, his 
wife Lady Fiennes said the 
news was hiUerty disappointing. 
“This was the last thing we ex- 
pected to happen. He has had 
kidney scones before and was 
therefore taking medication to 
prevent them." 

“The maddening thing is that 
once the stones come out he wSJ 
be okay again - he is very 6 l” 
The distress flares were spot- 
ted by his back-up team earli- 
er vesterday. He was nearly a 
quarter of the way into the ex- 


pedition and had otherwise 
been making good progress. 

Dr Mike Stroud, the expedi- 
tion's medical adviser who 
faile d in an earlier attempt to 
complete the feat along with Fi- 
ennes in 1992, said he was 
“very, very dis^jpointecT for the 
explorer. “He’s been working 
hard for quite a long time and 
to end up like cbts is the worst 
possible outcome." 

Dr Stroud told ITN that kid- 
ney stones could be extremely 
debilit ating. “It’s meant to be 
the worst pain you can get and 
it makes you feel very sick and 
31 and alone in a tent and out 
in Antarctica, it must have been 
miserable.” 

Fiennes was hoping that bis 
mission would raise £lxn for the 
breast cancer charity Break- 
through. 

He was competing against in- 
ternational explorers who set off 
at a similar time and was trail- 
ing slightly behind his main ri- 
val, Norwegian Barge Ousland, 
who Is 20 years his junior. 


Adog haste day: Johnny Morris, the presenter of Animal Mage, wfth one of four dogs who were guests of the National Canine Defence League 
Wharf, east London, yesterday, to encourage animal lovers to ‘Sponsor^ Dog* - and save Its life - this Christmas for £1 a week or more & ^ 




That little 
black number 
you get out for 


any occasion. 


Freixenec House, Wellington Business Park, Dukes Ride, Crowthome, Berkshire ROB 6LS. Telephone: 01 $44 758 500 Fax: 01 $44 758 509 

http://www. freixenet-com. 


Bad sports that 


turn out losers 


Liz Hunt 
Health Editor 


The long-held belief that "spent 
builds character"- has been 
tamed on its head try a new 
sfodywhjdicondndes that some 
sports appear to foster delin- 
quent behaviour in teenagers. 

' Non-team pursuits - such as 
tennis, wind-surfing, aerobics 
and athletics- were found to be 
associated with bad behaviour. 
Bays who took part in a lot of 
non- team sports at IS were al- 
most twice as likely to indulge 
in car tbeft,burglary, shpplift- 
fngr, and fi ghting With a weapon 
by the time they were i8 as boys 
who did little or no sports, ac- 
cording to the study. 

For girls, the figure was even 
higher and they were almost 
three times as ukdy to be in- 
volved in deviant behaviour by 
18 as their non-sporting peers. 
Girls who played “moderate” as 
opposed to high amounts of 
sport were twice as likely to be 
delinquent. ' 

While some participants in 
team activities - most notably 


rugby players -are notorious for 
their post-match pack behav- 
iour, the researchers from the 
United Stares and New Zealand 
say that games such as rngby, 
CDcfcet, hockey and netball were 
not associated with increased 

rfe fmrpienry ai p png mdividnah. 


Writing m today's issue of the 
British Journal of Sports Medi- 


cine. Dr Dorothy Begg, of Ota- 
go Medical School in Dunedin, 
New Zealand, and colleagues 


part of most societies since the 
ttmfi of tbe ancient Greeks who 
believed that it was an alterna- 
tive to war for channelling 
‘‘young people’s aggressive- 
ness". In the mid- 19th century 
it was a form of social control 
in public schools, and was 
viewed as a substitute for the 
poaching, vandalism, bullying 
and dr unkenn ess which had 
been the preferred choices of 
boys with too much leisure. 


and local levcL Earlier this 
year, John Major committed 
millions of pounds of National 
Lottery money to improving 
sporting facilities and increas- 



ing participation by everyone^ 


- Ar& games good for the 
: naiasft-qr do they breed 
^^^nquents? 


fiom career athlete to weckenc 
enthusiast and schoolchild. 

However, the authors of the 
new study say that there is an 
alternative view, the “athletic 
delinquent" hypothesis which Is 
less popular. This holds that de- 
viant behaviour is a product of 
an individual's membership of 
or contact with organisations. A 
t eam sport could, in theory, ex- 
pose a child to older delin- 




Atot- a vuxav* u/ 

quents. while behaviour such as 
cnc 


say: “Conventional sports which 
mean 


broader society (for example, 
rules, regulations, authority fig- 
ures) may appeal to the non- 
delinquent, but for the 
delinquent, who by definition 
Violates the rules and norms of 
society*, such activities offer 
little appeal" 

• Sport has been an integral 


Over time, the hypothesis 
that sport is a deterrent - that 
involvement in such activities ex- 


poses young people to strong 
conforming influences rather 
than deviant ones -has become 
accepted. The Prime Minister, 
himself an ardent cricket fan, 
has made clear his belief in the 
role of sport in establishing a 
feel-good factor at a national 


ideating in athletics can actu- 
ally be learned by participants. 

Dr Begg concludes that the 
study's findings do not support 
the view that sport is a panacea 
for delinquent behaviour, but "if 
anything, it may exacerbate the 
problem' 1 . She says that activi- 
ties should be tailored to the in- 
dividual, and that more 
challenging Outward Bound 
activities may be more suitable 
for unconventional characters. 
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Surgery cancelled in cash crisis 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Patients are having operations 
cancelled by hospitals facing a 
cash crisis this winter, in spite - 
of the additional fj^bnwon for 


the health service by Stephen 
aiyofSta 


Dorrell, tbe Secretary of State 
for Health. 

General practitioners in 
South London are befog told by 
their local Lewisham hospital 
trust to hah all non-urgent re- 
ferrals to tbe hospital until next 
April, when the extra money 
becomes available with tbe new 
financial year. GPs in East Lon- 
don similarly have beentold by 
their hospital trust tri delay all 
non-urgent cases until then. 

Chris Smith, Labour’s Spokes- 
man for Health, said a similar 
picture was emerging in other 
parts of the country. “Wherever 


I go," he said, “I hear reports of 
hospitals in cash shortage. The 
pressure of emergency cases 
will intensify the difficulties fac- 
ing hospitals, with die inevitable 
consequences of delayed oper- 
ations and lengthening waiting 
lists," he said. 

Doctors in South London 
are being told in a letter from 
die Lewisham Hospital NHS 
Trust, which The Independent, 
has obtained, that the hospital 
isbeing forced to cancel all 
urgent elective surgery bee 
of ihe shortage of funds, 
squeeze has been increased; 
a rise of 12 per cent in < — 
gency admissions. 

Many patients will be 
appointed and upset”, \hl Mar- 
tin, chief executive of the 
hospital, warned in the letter to 
Jim Dowd, the Labour MP for 
Lewisham West “I very much 


*dis- ' 


regret the action that we are 
forced to take and I know our 
clinical teams will be as sensi- 
tive as they can to make sure all . 
appropriate clinical cases are 
still brought in," she added, “.. . 
until the 31st March 1997. we 
will reluctantly only be able to 
treat urgent cases and those who 
would otherwise exceed the 18- 
months waiting-time target” 
Mr Dowd is protesting to Mr 
DoiTdl over the delays, but 
ministerial sources indicated 
there would be no further in- 
jection of cash this year to help 
<^tde the hospitals over to the 
next financial year. 

^Mr Dorrell, in effect, admit- 
‘ there was a problem by al- 
ating £20m to a “challenge 
•finuT for hospftals to make bids 
b^feeend of the month for the 
money to allow more elderly 
people 'to be treated at home. 


freeing up beds. Hospitals will 
have to make ends meet by a 
combination of accountancy 
tricks, demanding earlier pay- 
ment of bills by fandholdirig 
GPs, and they may delay paying 
their own bills, although that 
would be against government 
policy. Health authorities 
may also borrow money from 
each Other, under a ‘■brokerage” 
system. 

Government figures show that 
ten NHS trusts remained in 
real deficit in 1995-6, ranging 
from Mid Anglia Community at 
£119,000, to United . Leeds 
Teaching hospitals at £&9m. 

Mr Dorrell has predicted 
there will be a net surplus for 
the trusts of £60m, but that 
could hide bfe deficits for some 
trusts, who have a" statutory 
duty to break even at the end 
of the year. 




Free memory. Don't forget to call. 



You won’t forger to call, will you? Until 
14th December only, were offering an 
extra 16Mb of SDRAM memory for free 
on the Dell Dimension" XPS PI33s. our 
value for money multimedia bundle." Its 
also worth reminding you that Dell supplies excellent value portable and 
server products as well as desktops. So get in touch with the worlds 
largest direct PC manufacturer" today on 01344 724639 and fake 
advantage of our free offer. But remember, time is running our. 
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DELL DIMENSION XPS P133s BONUS BUNDLE' 

• INTEL* 133 MHZ PENTIUM* PROCESSOR 

• I6MB SDRAM + EXTOA 16M8 SDRAM FREE 

• 512Kb CACHE 

• 2GbBDE HARD DRIVE 

• NEW STB P0WERGRAPH 64 3D PCI GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15“C0L0UR SVGA MONITOR 1 13.7 SI/IEWABIE AREA) 

• EIGHT SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID-SIZED TOWER CHAS5IS - ‘ * . 

• INTEGRATED 16-BIT SOUND AND ACS90 SPEAKERS 

• MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 & MS OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 


FREE 


16MB SDRAM 
WORTH £120 

OFFER CLOSES SATURDAY 
14TH DECEMBER. CALI HOW 
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i from hell that 
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Glenda Cooper on how children can 
come to terms with abuse through art 


r ■<* Lrs r ^ r BSfl 




Scattered on the floor, the drawings 
are graphic, shocking and angry. 
They are also an essential way for 
Susan to come to terms with the 
- abuse she suffered throughout her 
childhood. 

Susan [not her real name] is one 
of the hundreds of people that the 
NSPCC Therapeutic Centre for the 
Child in ^rnngLon has helped by 
using art therapy. As well as victims 
of sexual abuse, they have also 
reached cnt to those affected by 
the IRA bomb in "Warrington in 
March 1993 and those who have suf- 
fered bereavement 

Since May 1993, the project has 
treated more than 300 people of 
which around 15 per cent of people 
have been adults. Over a three- to 
six-month period people's changes 
have been “highly effective "for 
nearly eight out of 10 people, The 
children, mainly between the ages of 
eight and 14, attend six sessions, af- 
ter which there is a review. 


etfiil way to hdpsucfa young i 
"Children are often abused in the 
preverbal stage,” said Jim Writers, 
the co-onlmalor. “Nearly all sur- 
vivors sexual abuse are abused bee 
fore the age of eight - prior to the 

”” rin d rarnlrmg »wH 

/, so snage-makingis very 
important for diem. 7 ’ 

Susan was abused from an earfy 
age by a close relative and was 
gang-raped at the age of 14. When 
she first came to the project years lat- 
er, she was “a quivering wreck”. 

“She had never been heard be- 
fore,” said Betty Edwards, a team 
member. "She had been blaming her- 
self for the abuse and turning to self- 
harm. A lot of women think that the 
abuse is their fault.” 

Susan’s paintings show hear feel- 
ings about this - one showing the 
bluebell wood where she was re- 
peatedly raped, the other her bed- 
room where she used to lie and gaze 



Escape route: Painting by Susan, who attended the NSPCC centra in Warrington. It shows her In the bluebell wood where her stepfather (left) repeatedly raped her 


out of the window at the stars and 
birds in the tree while the abuse went 
on. “They represented a means of es- 
n said Mr Whiten. Ttwas away 
'disassociating herself from what 
was going on.” 

But by letting go of her feelings 
through art, Susan changed dramati- 
cally. “By finishing a piece of work 


they canto go of their victimisation,” 
said Mr Writers. “It is an empow- 
i art. It shows the 
fly of telling their story.” 

It is not just victims erf sexual abuse 
whom the project helps. It has also 
worked with bereaved children and 
was used after the "Vferangton bomb 
which left Hm Party and Johnathan 


Ball dead. Children who were dose 
to the families felt terrific grief. 

“One child hadn’t gone into town 
that day and someone he knew was 
seriously injured. He felt that it 
should have been me’, said Mr Wal- 
ters. “We had to work with image- 
making as part of the process, to 
allow him to let go of the shame.” 


As well as individual therapy, the 
project also runs three-day intensive 
courses for groups, where various ex- 
ercises are undertaken. In one case, 
survivors are asked to visualise a 
room with their name on and draw 
what is inside. Often the results are 
frightening. One woman drew her 
family and herself separate with a 


huge painted black line around it 
symbolising her family's inability 
to accept the fact she had been 
abused. The group - usually seven 
or eight people - will then explain 
the drawings, often a wry emotion- 
al experience. “It is like coming out 
of hiding" said Mr Wallers. “The art 
is a great mediator." 


THE IIXDEPE NDETT/NSPCC 

Victims of Abuse Appeal 


•'» 1't i 



National inquiry 
into abuse ureed 


Roger Dobson 


u c 


ash fli 


The MP David Ahem yesterday 
called for a national inquiry into 
abuse in children’s homes fol- 
lowing, the launch of a third big 
police inquiry. 

Police in Merseyside have 
joined officials in Cheshire and 
north Whies in investigating 
abuse in children's homes, with 
smaller inquires under, way 
elsewhere. All relate to allega- 
tions of widespread abuse in the 
Seventies ana Eighties. 

Mr Alton, Liberal Democrat 
member for Mossley HSU in 
Liverpool, who will chair a 
meeting between MPs and the 
famili es of abused duldreunext 
week, said the calls for a full m- 
quiiy were becoming irresistible. 


“T thrnkXhatthe case which has 
been argued for wider royal 
commission or judicial inquiry 
is a good one," he said. “I can- 
not think of an issue which 
cries oat more for a througbju- 

dina^ tntjnhy than- this. 

“It seems to bethe case that 
children’s fiomes'can act like a 
honey pc* JSrr&qFteTmtb a par- 

ftiA net! 


to that. Clearly there needs*) 


be a rigour tharyou don't have 
ave in any other occupation 


to have in any 
mid that seems to have been 
what has been missing.” \* 
Parents of abuse victims in 
the Ngnfcjreet have-invited 40 
MPs to, a meeting in. tire Com- 
mons-next' week to hear their 
case -i§r a royal commission. 
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wonderfully easy-to- 
use" (What Ceflphone 
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• 9 memories 
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• Desktop charger 
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WITH VODAFONE ANALOGUE MOBILE PHONES 
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Students 


Plan for helicopter day-trips over island’s most rugged ridge alarms climbers 


getting 


worse, 

dons say 



jlHfith Judd 

Education Editor 


Most academics believe the 
standard of undergraduates ar- 
riving at university has fallen 
over the last 10 years, accord- 
ing to a survey commis s ioned by 
The Independent. 

The fadings will offer am- 
munition to traditionalists who 
sav that school and examination 
standards are leaving even the 
brightest pupils badly prepared 
for university. 

Nearly one-fifth of those 
questioned also felt that they 
were under pressure to give stu- 
dents good grades in examina- 
tions because of the need to 
compete with other universities 
in the market place. The drop 
in standards has been particu- 
larly dramatic in mathematics 
where eight out of ten lecturers 
think that freshets are less well- 
prepared than they were. 

Overall, 59 per cent think that 
the standard is down while just 
10 per cent think they have 
stayed the same, says the 
survey by Continental Research 
which questioned 302 professors 
and lecturers in 50 universities. 

English dons are the least 
worried about standards. One- 
third think that they have im- 
proved and just over one-third 
think they are worse. 

Science and engineering aca- 
demics, however, are only 
slightly less gloomy than their 
colleagues in mathematics. In 
languages, six out of ten think 
there has been a fall. 

Most dons were cautious 
about the way in which the gov- 
ernment policy of rewarding 
universities which attract the 
most students had affected 
marking in degree examina- 


tions. Only 6 per cent said they 
agreed strongly that they 
were under pressure to give stu- 
dents good grades though a fur- 
ther 13 per cent said they 
slightly agreed. However, two- 
thuds said that they strongly 
disagreed. Again, dons in math- 
ematics felt under more pres- 
sure than their colleagues In 
other subjects. 

Nearly three-quarters of 
those questioned thought that 
the quality of university educa- 
tion bad declined markedly 
because of spending cuts. The 
worst effect, they said, had 
been increasing class sizes and 
less contact with individual 
students. 

Fewer than one-third backed 
a national scheme for student 
loans for tuition fees to be re- 
paid through national insurance, 
unlike university vice-chancel- 
lors who supported such a 
scheme. At present, students 
loans are available only for liv- 
ing costs. 

They were even more op- 
posed to individual universities 
charging top-up tuition fees. 
Several universities had said that 
they would consider top-ups af- 
ter last year’s budget cuts. 

Vice-chancellors have wel- 
comed the relief offered in last 
month's budget announcement 
and urged universities not to 
charge extra fees. But governors 
at the London School of Eco- 
nomics will tonight decide 
whether or not to charge top- 
up fees. 

Six out of ten academics 
questioned wanted taxes to be 
increased to pay for the grow- 
ing numbers of students going 
to university. 

Education-*-, The Tabloid: 

Academe under stress 





Away from it ail: Climbers nearing the summit of Bidean Diuim namh Ramb on the precipitous Cuillin ridge of Skye . 

Skye distress at threat from the skies 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


A proposal to run £30-a-head 
helicopter rides over the C uillin 
ridge on the Isle of Skye, the most 
rugged mountain landscape in 
Britain, has alarmed climbers and 
conservationists. 

The “antlered Cuillin". as the 
island poet Sorley Madean so 
accurately described them, rise 
directly from the sea to form a 
chain of peaks over 3,000ft Hie 
precipitous ridge and wild comes 
are the preserve of climbers, 
walkers and golden eagles. 

But the sense of wilderness in 
what is a relatively small area of the 
Highlands - it can be traversed on 


foot in a day - is threatened by a 
proposal from a London-based firm 
to run tourist helicopter rides. Skye 
Helicopters, a subsidiary of MFH 
Helicopters Ltd, wants to station 
two four-seater Robinson R44s at 
Sligachan, the nearest point to the 
range mi the island’s main road. At 
peak times in the spring and 
summer there would IB-minute . 
flights at £30 a seat. 

Tomorrow is the deadline for _ 
objections to the compare’s 
planning application for three - 
helipads - a concrete strip 50m by 
25m - a cabin and lavatories on 
land owned by the Sligachan Hotel. 

Although wad of the scheme was 
slow to filter out, scores of 
objections are piling up at the 


planning office in Portree, the 
island’s mam town. The 
Mountaineering Council of Scotland 
has received copies of at least 30. 

."The main fear is the loss of the 
feeling of being in a wfld landscape," 
Mike Dales, the council’s access and 
conservation officer, said. “That's 
the main reason people go to Skye 
aitd it is an intangible but important 
part of the Skye economy." 

Sir Chris Bonington, president of 
the Alpine Club, said Skye would be 
damaging its most precious 
resource. “The combination of noise 
and visual pollution is appalling.” 

The Royal Society for the ■ 
Protection of Birds and Scottish - 
Natural Heritage are concerned 
about the effect on rare bird ■; 


populations, particularly the golden 
eagle. 

MFH insists that the helicopters 
would not be intrusive and that the 
scheme would only go ahead if it 
won local backing. Edward Wood, 
a director of MFH, said four 
seasonal jobs would be created and 
the helicopters could assist in 
mountain rescues. 

“It would appear from our 
research that there is a large number 
of people who may not be super-fit 
but would like to see the Cuillin 
range,” Mr Wood said. “Only a small 
proportion of time would be spent 
over the northern Cuillin and one 
can adjust flight patterns ... so there 
is mm ren al intrusion for climbers." 

Local opinion is divided. The 


majority in Sconser, three miles 
from Sligachan. arc content for the 
flights to go ahead. “Fviur jobs are 

important to an area where m 

employment is always a nit sticky, 
Neil Madean. the town clerk, said. 

But Sandy Coghill and his family, 
Sligachan ’s only residents apart from 
the hotel, are opposed. Mr Coghfll 
owns a campsite used by climbers 
and walkers and fears the flights j 
alienate traditional visitors. 

Paddy O'Neill, president of the 
Fell and Rock Club, who proposed 


to his wife, Janet, 23 years ago by 
Loch Curuisk in the shadow of the 
Cuillin. also objects. “Imagine 
having to shout over the sound of a 
helicopter where there should be 
just the sighing of the wind." 
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Post-euro plans may leave Britain out in rain 




Taking shelter: Spanish civil-service workers stand under a sea of umbreftas during a protest against a salary freeze 
aimed at enabling Spain to meet the economic criteria to join Ike European single currency Photograph: AFP 


New plans to form a powerful 
body to run European eco- 
nomic policy after the launch of 
the single currency are to be dis- 
cussed when European Union 
leaders meet in Dublin this 
weekend: 

New Eranco-Gerinan ideas 
fiarsudiabodyareaireadycaus- 
mg intense anxiety in the Thea- 
smy. If Britain does not join the 
single currency, the Govern- 
ment would be excluded from 
the new chib, which wfll have 
wkterangjng powers to set eeo- 
** soxede policy, for the euro-zone. 

Although ho formal proposals 
are likely to be set out at Dub- 
lin, discussions on a joint letter 
setting out the idea were un- 
derwayin Paris and Beam this 
week. The moves by France and 
Germany to develop their plans 
will fuel fears among British 
pro-Europeans that if Britain 
does not join the single curren- 
cy it will be left on the sidelines. 

New ideas will also be pro- 
posed in Dublin to extend the 
so-called “stability pact”, the 
controversial system of rules for 
running the euro-zone, which is 
currently under dtscusston, into 


Franco-German ideas for EMU have 
sparked an attack of Treasury jitters. 
Sarah Helm reports from Brussels 


a “siabflity-aBd-growih pact” 
The intention is to reassure the 


means growth and jobs, as well 
as strict economic dferipjmc. 

The pro p osals from Rrance 
and Germany are the latest m- 
dkation of the serious prepa- 


latrnch of the euro. Outstand- 
ing dffimenceabeeweea Rrance 
and Germany .over how the 
single currency's rides and sec- 
tions should be applied arc still 
not seeded. However, sources in 
Puis and Bonn last night ex- 
pected that the dispute would 
be solved at a meeting of Eu- 
ropean finance ministers to- 
day, ahead of the full summit. 

Once the stability-pact rules 
have been finalised, attention 
wifi switch to the more sensitive 
question of bow economic pol- 
icy will be agreed and what body 
should enforce stability rules. it 


is largely agreed in Bonn and 
Paris that decisions on en- 
forcement of the stability' pact 
would be taken by European fi- 
mmboasbBmrs. asset out un- 
der the Maastricht treaty. 

However, the more radical 
planfehxestablish an informal 
pobcy-smld&g body, which 
would meet separately from 
the ftaaffbo mkdneis, and would 
agree in advance how the sta- 
bility pact should be enforced. 
The new dub would also discuss 
exchange-rate policy for the 
euro-rone and other crucial 
aspects of economic policy. It 
would constitute an inner circle, 
from which Britain would he ex- 
cluded if it chose not to join the 
single currency. 

The idea of creating an in- 
formal political group, which 
would probably consist of heads 
of government from countries in- 
side the srogfe currency', has al- 


ready been floated by Jean 
Arthurs, the French finance mm- 
isleT. He discussed the idea with 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor, 
during the Anglo-French summit 
last month, when Mr Clarke 
voiced strung opposition. 

The plans, which are careful- 
ly guarded, are sensitive for all 
countrieswho may be left out of 


monetary union in the first 
phase. Should a body bo estab- 
lished for “in" countries only, sus- 
picion will grow of a new 
“hard-core" Europe- The Euro- 


pean Grmmtsstan k abostmog- 
jy opposed to the setting up of 

cb a body which would be oui- 


sucb a body which wouklbe out- 
side the rules of the Maastricht 


treaty. But France haa long ar- 
gued that Europe's economic 
policy must not be left solely in 
the hands of the future European 
Central Bank, but must be giv- 
en a political counter-weight. 

Any disagreements apart, 
the European finance minsters 
are determined to use the 
Dublin summit to proclaim the 
success of the stability negoti- 
ations. The pact is widely 
viewed as the foundation stone 
for monetary union. 


the skie 


time-bomb’ 

settlement 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 


In (he next few months Israeli 
bulldozers may start dealing 
- land for a Jewish settlement in 
the heart of Palestinian East 
Jerusalem. The project is fin- 
\ anced by an American multi- 
< * millionaire, Irving Moskowitz, 
' who says he wants “to do eveiy- 

, thing I possibly can to help re- 
claim Jerusalem for the Jewish 
people". 

Permission to go ahead with 
the plan to build 132housesfbr 
Jews in the RasatAmud district 
I where 11,000 Paleaimans five be- 
low the Mount of OBves came at 
~ ‘ Vnieetmg of the Jerusalem Pfen- 
ning Board, where objectors say 
the officials refused to translate 
from Hebrew to Arabic. 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestin- 
ian leader, said yesterday in 
Gaza that the decision to go 


trance, but the police told ns to 
move it” He adds that the mu- 
nicipality refused to conned the 
house to the sewage system. 

None of this is likely to move 
Dr MosJoowitz, who made his 
fortune through private hospi- 
• tals and a bingo parlour. In the 
past he has given $23m (£lim) 
to Ateret Cbhanim - “Crown of 
the Priests” - a settler organi- 
sation which has already 
established 600 Jews in the 
Muslim quarterof the Old City 
of Jerusalem. He is closely al- 
lied to the right-wing govern- 
ment of Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Danny Serdemann, a lawyer 
for Ir Sbalem, a peace group . 



Palestinian districts ofjeru- 
salem, said: “The attempt by Dr 
Moskowitz, backed try Jeru- 
salem Municipality and by the 
Minister of the Interior, Mr Eh 
Swssa, wflfundoobiedly create 
arnajor political problem, sim- 
ilar to that which followed the 
opening of the tunnel in [the] 
Old September" On that 
occasion 60 f^lestmians and 15 
Israelis were killed. 

. ; To force through the plan for. 
the 132 houses for Jews in R as 
al-Amnd, Mr Sttissa, who as 
former head of the Jerusalem 


ahead with the project was con- 
trary to the Oslo accords under 
which the future of Jenggtem 
is to be settled. “This is a very 
serious breach of what has been 
agreed upon," he said. 

A more immediate problem 
faces Ali Hamdullah, 4fcajad his 
two brothers who live, with 
their families, in a large white 
house on one comer of the 3.5 
acres where Dr Moskowitz, who 
fives in Miami, wants tobuQd Us 
settlement. - 

“We have lived here since 
1952 and I was bom here," said 
Mr Hamdullah, a truck d river, 
waring an eviction noticejfrom 
Dr Moskowilz’s lawyer. 

He says that over the past 10 
years Jerusalem municipality 
has used the site, which used to 
be covered in olive trees, as a 
rubbish dump. A few trees still 
protrude from the rubble. Mr 

Hamdullah "W* ^ *» 

stop them dumping rubbish 
by parking- a foriy. a* the ern 


the Moskowitz project, has said 
that a Palestinian plan to build 
560 houses in the district wfll 
be conditional on the creation 
of rite new Jewish neighbour- 
hood. 

But Naela Karain, a local 
resident, said: “This is c&criro- 


ly overcrowded ... WshdfMrt 
want a settlement here as 'In' 
Hebron.” 

Mr Suissa, a member of the 
religious parly^ Shas, shows 
ho signof relenting- “The Jews 
wflj bofid and the Arabs will 
bu3d,?.be told Israel radio. 
“Everything w31 foil into place 
smoothly." 

4&&al Hussein. the Palestin- 
ian leader in Jerusalem, says 
tha&ebefievesthait, at foe con- 
trary,; Dr Moskowitz's plan is a 
■ “time^bomb". 

■ Jerusalem (Reuter)^ — One 
Israeli" Was killed and three 
wounded in a drive-by shooting 
‘«ear$be West BankPLO-ruled 
toWflof Ramallah yesterday, Is- 


raeir emergency services said. 
Security sources said an Israeli 
c^rwasfiredcsi bya car bear-_ 
in ffijnimb er plates issued to 
Pe^&tmians in the West Bank. 
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Christopher Bellamy reports on new revelations about US role in Central America 

CIA ‘was 
embroiled’ 
in Contra 
drug fund 


The CIA actively encouraged 
drug-trafficking in order to 

fund right-wing Comra rebels in 
Nicaragua during the 1980s, 
and a CIA agent in Nicaragua 
was employed to ensure the 
money went to the Contras 
and not into the pockets of drug 
barons, according to an investi- 
gation for ITVs The Big Story 
screened tonighL 

It has previously been alleged 
that the US Central Intelli- 
gence Agency turned a blind eye 
to the drag traffic, and that this 
fuelled the crack epidemic in 
Los Angeles in the early 1980s, 
but the television investigation 
cl aims that its role was more ac- 
tive. The aircraft which brought 
weapons to the Contras took co- 
caine back to the US, while the 
CIA ensured that the profits 
went to the Contras, whom 
they were supporting against the 
Maoist Sandmista government. 

The source of the allega- 
tions is a former pilot in the pre- 
Sandinista Nicaraguan Air 
Force, Carlos Cabezas. He was 
a strong supporter of the US- 
backed dictator, Anastasio So- 
mosa, overthrown by the Sancfi- 


rastas in 1979. Mr Cabezas was 
anrested in the US in 1983 af- 
ter frogmen were captured 
smuggling drugs in San Fran- 
cisco bay and spent six years in 
a US prison before returning to 
Nicaragua. He told the pro- 
gramme he had smuggled co- 
caine from CentraJ America to 
San Francisco and taken the 
drug profits to the Mi ami head- 
quarters of Contra leader, 
Adolfo Calero, and to Contra 
troops in Costa Rica. 

He also said he had met a 
CIA agent. Ivan Gomez, in 
Costa Rica who! he said, was 
there to make sure that all the 
profits went to the Contras and 
not into the back packets of the 
drug dealers and smugglers. 

“They told me who he was 
and the reason he was there,” 
Mr Cabezas says in the pro- 
gramme. “It was to make sure 
the money was given to the right 
people and nobody was taking, 
you know ...profit they weren't 
supposed to. 

Although a trained pilot, Mr 
Cabezas’ role was to carry drugs 
from Costa Rica to the US on 
board commercial flights, and 



Clinton aims 
for middle 
of the road 


Dirty war. A new invesfgation suggests CIA agent ensured Contra rebels in Nicaragua, not drags barons, received cash 


money from the US back again 
The programme’s producer at 
2020 TV Mark Rubens, said Mr 
Cabezas had spent a long time 
justifying his actions as essen- 
tial to the Contra cause. 

The programme approached 
Duane Oaridge, a senior CIA 
officer in Washington, who 
planned and commanded the 
Contra war. He denied the 
CIA had ever dealt with drag- 
runners and said the operation 
was entirely funded by the US 
government Butin 1991 he was 


indicted for peijiny, accused of 
lying to a Congressional inves- 
tigation into the war. Mr Clar- 
idge denied he had ever heard 
of Mr Cabezas or Mr Gomez. 

The link between drugs and 
funding for the Cbnbas was first 
h i ghl i gh ted in the San Jose Mer- 
cury in August. As part of the 
Contra supply operation in the 
early to mid-1980s, San Salvador 
air force planes would fly to 
Colombia, load up with co- 
caine and land at a US Airforce 
base in Texas. Dealers would fiy 


the money out of the US on 
commercial aircraft bound for 
Costa Rica and Honduras. In 
the late 1980s, Colombian co- 
caine was flown aboard private 
planes into small airfields in 
northern Costa Rica and south- 
ern Nicaragua. 

The programme also inter- 
viewed Celermo Castillo, an of- 
ficer in the US Drag Enforce- 
ment administration working in 
El Salvador. He was asked to in- 
vestigate suspicious activities ar 
the Ilopango air base in El Sal- 


vador. Two hangars were oper- 
ated by the CIA, he said, and 

of fl^ghfrflansand n&mesoFin- 
dividuals flying money and 
drugs between the US and cen- 
tral America. 

He said: “I was there. I saw 
it and sent it up to V&shington.- 
And it went into what we call 
the folack hole'. I was told my 
career in the DEA would be 
shortened if I continued to 
write about Contras being in- 
volved in narcotics- trafficking.'’ 


France and US lock horns over next UN chief 


Rupert Cornwall 

Washington 

Burned by experience and fac- 
ing the c- limiting reality of a Re- 
publican-controlled Congress, 

President Bill Clinton yesterday 
sent the strongest of messages 
that he intends to continue the 
centrist policies which won him 
the White House in 1992. and 
which propelled him to a re- 
markable comeback in 1996. 

Four years ago, Mr Clinton 
was elected as a “New Democ- 
rat”, breaking with the big gov- 
ernment orthodoxy that had lost 
his party each of the three pre- 
vious elections. Yesterday he 
delivered his most important 
speech between re-election and 
next month's inauguration at 
the symbolic site of the Demo- 
cratic Leadership Council, the 
moderate pressure group he 
once led ana whose advocacy of 
xrore-dccrimiaating government 
was the ideological launch pad 
of his first presidential bid. 

Mr Clinton’s hands are tied. 
With entrenched Republican 
majorities in both houses of 
Congress, compromise and “bi- 
partisanship” are Washington’s 
watchwords as he embarks on a 
second term. The centrist slant 
is already shewing up in the sec- 
ond-term Cabinet: not only with 
the appointment of the outgo- 
ing Republican Senator William 
Cohen as Defense Secretary, 
and the nomination of the 
hawkish Madeleine Albright to 
the State Department, but in Lhc 
jockeying for half a dozen do- 
mestic posts, too. 


Pressure from black people, 
minorities ami womens groups 
fortopjobs,sowi>sp^«f“ 
the 1992 transition, p ttimatf en- 
tirely absent tills time. Those 
favoured include W’ilham Daky. 
brother of Rk'hard Daley, may- 
or of Chicago. ;uid a>ngrwsman 
Bill Richards »n of New Mexico, 
a Democrat who worked with 
President George Bush to sup- 
port the Nafta trade agreement. 

In what would he a truly stun- 
ning move, Mr Clinton has also 
considered replacing the At- 
torney General, Janet Reno 
with William Weld, the highly 
popular Republican Governor 
of Massachussetts- Any one of 
these would reinforce the cen- 
trist, pragmatic message i he 
President delivered yesterday. 

The personnel olive-branch- 
es have already been welcomed 
by Republicans. But it is in pol- 
icy that the new bipartisanship 
will he truly measured. Mr Clin- 
ton's embrace of the Republi- 
can proposal to balance the 
budget by 2002 was his most 
spectacular single step to the 
centre in the 1996 campaign. 

The shortfall itself, at SlOTbn 
in fiscal 1996, is the smallest in 
a generation, while the gap be- 
tween Republican and Demo- 
cratic plans is eminently 
bridgeable. Still smarting how- 
ever from Mr Clinton's cam- 
paign accusations that they 
were seeking to kill the pro- 
grammes, Republicans insist 
he makes the first move on such 
explosive terrain. “Either they 
walk in lockstep, or nothing will 
happen,” one analyst says. 


David Usbonte 

New York 


The game-plan of Ranee was the sin- 
gle focus of attention at the UN yes- 
terday as members of the Security 
Council sought to navigate through the 
maze of diplomatic bhifls, double-bluffs 
and triple-bluffs in the game of iden- 
tifying the next UN Secretary Gener- 
al. 

Further rounds of secret voting in 
the council yesterday confirmed Kofi 


Annan, the Under-Secretary Gener- 
al for Peacekeeping from Ghana, as the 
front-runner to replace Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali whose term expires at 
the end of December. Critically, how- 
ever, the straw-poll voting once more 
showed opposition to Mr Annan from 
one of the council's permanent five - 
widely assumed to be France. 

France has been a supporter of a sec- 
ond term for Mr Boutros-Ghali, whose 
candidature was vetoed by the Unit- 
ed States three weeks ago. Most ob- 


servers believe France is responding to 
Lhe American veto by exercising its 
equal right to veto Mr Annan. Mr An- 
nan is backed by the US. Britain ap- 
pears also to support him though 
with less obvious enthusiasm. 

Additional voting rounds were ex- 
pected this week to assess the solidi- 
fy of the French position. Supporters 
Mr of Annan are crossing fingers that. 
Paris, once it has made its point to the 
US, can be persuaded to back down 
and allow his selection. 


Consistent opposfo'on by France to 
Mr Annan could kill his candidacy, 
however. There are three other new 
candidates from Africa, which, by un- 
written convention, can expect to have 
one of their own in the Secretary Gen-, 
eral’s office for the next five years.' But 
so far none have attracted suffickfot 
support to be electable. His doses! ri- 
val is Amara Essy, the Foreign Min- 
ister of Ivory CoasL He got six votes 
in his favour yesterday, against 11 for 
Mr Arman. 



It is far from clear Ranee’s objec- 
tions to Mr Annan are anything but po- 
litical An urbane, popular figure, he 
has dedicated his life to the organisa- 
tion and at 58 is seen as a competent 
if unexciting candidate for its most se- 
nior position. “This is about Ranee’s 
political pique with the United States,” 
one diplomat said. “Ldon’t think the 
French have anything to say about An- 
nan in terms of bis qualifications, 
they just want to tell the Americans, 
*\We can play that game too’”. 



Bin Clinton: Speech affirmed commitment; to continue the 
centrist policies which won him the presidential election 
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‘mirS? Battered and 
Lne 1 oad rwuj! L 




looks beyond 
ruins of a 
Mien empire 


PM Reeves 

Grozny 

Given that he had every reason 
to believe that he would die on 
, the battlefields of Chechnya, 

V Sergei was understandably re- 

V lieved to be going home. But he 
was also indi gnan t 

“This place is an entirely dif- 
ferent country,*’ be said, stand- 
ing beside his tank on the 
outskirts of Grozny. “I don’t 
know what the war’s objective 
was. It was simply zmsgukled and 
wrong.*’ 

The 21-year-old Russian, 
along with thousands of other 
young men, was preparing to 
leave following the Krenmn's 
decision to withdraw from 
Chechnya before next month’s 


elections here. They are pack- 
ing their bags knowing they 
leave behind a bloodbath in a 
country that their army failed to 
tame, despite the loss of .at 
least 4,000 Russian servicemen. 

It was a terrible war, even by 
the ghastly standards of the - 
20th century. Yesterday was the 
second anniversary or the day 
President Boris Yeltsin sent his 
troops in for what he believed 
would be a swift victorywhkh 
would rejuvenate his populari- 
ty and crush the Chechen 
leader; Dzhokhar Dudayev, win 

had pm riahnwl Chechny a an tt|- 

dependent state in 1991. 

lb his horror, the Chechens 
mounted a furious resistance 
and maintained it, even after the 
Russians systematically bombed 



their villages, and carried on 
despite Mr Yeltsin's assurances 
to a s&ndalousty indifferent 
West that military operations 
were over. 

“Rnm the be ginning , the war 
was characterised by massive, 
ap palling vinlatiniK of human- 
itarian law,” said Human Rights 
Watch Helsinki in a report 
which warns that many probtems 
have yet to be settled in the 


aftermath of hostilities. Bui 
although the carnage was 
appalling - estimates of the 
death toll varies wildly from 
20,000 ■ to 100,000 - the 
Chechens can claim some 
measure of success. 

The Russian army has been 
h umilia ted by small force of 
rd>ds and is leaving without dis- 
arming them. 

The shadow of Moscow will 


still loom over the North Cau- 
casus, but Chechnya is now in 
the hands of a government of 
separatists, and wffl remain so 

after rtv ejections, sr hflrinVd fpr 

27 January- two days after the 
Russians say their last soldier will 
have left. 

The war did cot settle the 
most important issue of aD: the 
republic's legal status. Under the 
August peace agreement, both 


sides agreed to postpone a de- 
cision until SDOl.Thcy are main- 
taining what diplomats call 
“constructive ambiguity" over 
the issue. 

There is, however, nothing 
ambiguous about their posi- 
tions. Moscxw insists Chechnya 
is part of the Russian federa- 
tion. The Chechens believe that 
they are an independent nation. 

“Of course we arc not going 


international 


Homecoming: A Chechen 
refugee amid the nibble of 
Grozny 

Photograph: Reuters 


limbo. Few foreigners will want 
to invest without knowing 
whether it is a country or not. 
Yet it is in ruins, in desperate 
need of money ui rebuild the 
wrecked schools, universities, 
hospitals, institutes, roads, and 
tukmcd people to run them. 

Inevitably, all eyes turn to 
Russia. Opttmistic-simnding dis- 
cussions have taken place be- 
tween Moscow and Grozny 
about investment. Bui Russia b 

in financial chaos, unable to pay 
its coal miners and pensioners, 
let alone its old enemies in the 
Caucasus. 

Hope has fixed on a Ruanan- 
Chccncn agreement over oiL 
One of two pipelines which will 
earry oil from the Caspian Sea 
runs from Riku to the Black Sea 

via Chechnya. Ru&ia'sdcsiic to 
control the pipeline was anoth- 
er reason it .started the war. A 
tariff-sharing deal may yield 
valuable income for the 
Chechens. 

Yet it is hard to believe that 
this could ever amply the NUkra 
of do Bars needed to rebuild their 
home. There are other flickers 
of hope: Clicchnya has ties with 
Saudi Arabia and iHher Muslim 
nations, which mov agree (o chip 
in fundi, especially if it means 
deepening its Islamic roots. 

But it is all as cloudy as the 
winter fog over the Caucasus 
mountains. Even the most op- 
timistic economists would find 
it hard to believe that enough 
money will flow' in to Chechnya 
to secure its destiny as a mod- 
em society, and not just a Third 
World bazaar, surrounded by the 
rums of a fallen empire. 


to deny that we arc an inde- 
pendent republic,” said Brig- 
Gen Kasbck Makh ashes, the 
Chechen Minister of the Inte- 
rior. “Independence cither ex- 
ists or it doesn't. But wc do 
understand that our relations 
[with Moscow] must be estab- 
lished on mutually beneficial 
principles.** 

While the republic's status is 
unresolved the place remains in 


Russia eases 
relations 
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Top Chinese marks 

for new HK leader 


-Now we are My masters i of 
0 ur own bouse , said the 5^ 
year-old shipping magnate Tung 
Chee-hwa yesterday, ^ter he 
was chosen to head the firet 

post-colonial government m 
Hong Kong, making m m the 
Chief Executive of the temtoiy 
once it comes under Chinese 

rule on 1 July- 

One hundred and fifty years 
of British colonial rule was 
about to end. he said, and h was 
up to the people of Hong Kong 
to “walk the road together”. 

Mr Tung's road was deared by 
Peking. The Chinese made it 
clear that he was the favoured 
candidate and devised a selec- 
tion process in which he won 32) 
of the 400 votes of the Selection 
Committee, a body mainly rep- 
resenting big-business interests 
and Peking's supporters. 

The two other candidates in 
the so-called election, the farmer 
Chief Justice Sir Ti Liang Yang 
and the businessman Peter Woo 
each got around one tenth of the 
votes won by Mr Tung. 

“You are writing the history 
of Hong Kong", said Qian 
Qichen, China’s vice-premier 
who presided over yesterday’s 


Victory is sweet, but expected 
for the colony's first Chief 
Executive, writes Stephen Vines 


voting, “I trust you will make 
your choice with responsibility^. 

Surrounded by a careful 
recreation of Peking's Great 
Hall of the People in the rather 
more modem surroundings of 
Hong Kong’s convention centre, 
the committee's members 
showed they had quickly learned 
Chinese ways of doing things. 
The proposals of the Chinese 
leaders were enthusiastically en- 
dorsed by dapping. Discussion 
was not on the agenda. 

Outside the hall a small 
group of protesters carried a 
symbolic “tomb of democracy", 
saying democracy was being 
killed off by the Selection Com- 
mittee. “It’s not an election by 
the Hong Kong people”, said 
Cheung Man-kwong, a legisla- 
tor who joined the demonstra- 
tion, “it's just an appointment 
by the Chinese government”. 

As the voting got underway, 
29 people, including the out- 


two fellow Law-makm, were 
arrested and dragged away 
scre amin g, for causing an ob- 
struction. She was later rdeascd 1 

and she returned to the Leg- 
islative Council to move a mo- 
tion casting doubt on whether 
Mr Thug would “have the de- 
termination to safeguard a high 
degree of autonomy for Hong 
Kong and resist the Qriocse gov- 
ernment's interference”. 

Meanwhile, government of- 
ficials, inducting the Governor 
Chris Patten, rushed to con- 
gratulate Mr Tfing. The most ef- 
fusive greeting came from the 
Chief Secretary Anson Chan 
who described the election as a 
“very happy day”. Mira Chan had 
been the popular choice for the 
top post out China con sidered 
she was tainted by association 
with the British a dministr ation 
Nevertheless die hopes to cKng 
to the number-two post. 
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Even the Democratic Party, 
the colony's largest political 
party, was keen to offer a hand 
of co-operation to Mr Tung, air 
though it has strongly opposed 
of the selection process. 

Mr Thng and his entourage 
today crossed the border to 
Sheuritenvriiere byt nmntnaK/T Ti 
will be confirmed by the 
Preparatory (Co mmi ttee, the 
Chinese body . with overall re- 
sponsibility for preparing the 
hand over of power. 

The crossing of the border 
was loaded with symbolism. It 
showed that real power no 
longer resides with the British 
a dminis tration In Hong Kong 
but in China where yesterday 

the Chinese for eign -m in isfry 

spokesman rather carelessly 
referred to Mr Tung as “our 
Chief Executive". 

Now the fanfare is over, Mr 
Ibhg will face the formidable 


who do not speak with one 
voice. Powerful factious, in- 
cluding provincial interests, the 
armed forces, the big state com- 
panies and the central govern- 
ment are competing for a slice 
of the Hong Kong action. 
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Holy wt®: Two Buddhist monks, members of the Selection Committee, show off tntOTWMiui ^ji'phnm^raoh- 

Kw^fs firetpost-cotoflial CMefEmcuthn. The shipping magnate Tlmg ChofrEiwa won 80 per cent of the poll Photograpn. 


Crying in the rain on city 
streets paved with flowers 


The temperature has dropped, 
and the city’s flower girls nave 
at Last headed home. Rw the 
first time since last qning, ven- 
turing into some of Peking’s 
best-established Westerners’ 
restaurants no longer involves 
negotiating the pleading eyes of 
the urchins as they thrust out 
bunches of roses for sale. “Buy 
a flower. Five yuan [40pJ,” they 
would insist 

two^^^^^^that foutof 
those five yuan would go to the 

GSrls are forced 
to sell blooms 
from lunch until 
midnight 

adult “bosses" who ran the 
flower children. It made more 
sense to give them money for 
food,though their idea of din- 
ner was ice-cream and choco* 
late, whatever the season. 


PEKING DAYS 


12, antiLi Jimdan, 13, could be 
found outside a string of restau- 
rants opposite the Workers’ 
Stadium. Over the months, 
these two gtds consistently told 




the same story: they were part 
of a group of about a dozen 
girls, some as young as 10, 
from different villages in You 
county, Hunan province, about 
1,000 miles south of Peking. 
And they had been brought to 
the dty by same adults from 
their county who persuaded 
their parents to let them come. 
Under the deal, one yuan per 
flower sold was supposed to be 
collected and sent back to the 
parents. When the temperature 
plummeted in December, they 
would be allowed to go home. 

For Thng and li it has been 
a miserable year. 1b oar West- 
ern eyes, bath looked about nine 
years old, dressed in dirty jeans 
and layers of sweaters against 
the cold and raizL Thng is the 
pretties of the two, mid has had 
more success sdfing flowers. Li, 
a stunted giri with bandy legs, 
has had. a tougher time. “It is 
better to stay home. Here the 
boss is nice cufiy when you sell 
flowers. Butifyoucan’tsell any, 
the boss curses us," said LL 
: The flower girls live on the 
Western outskirts of the city, and 
travel in every lunchtime with 
bus passes provided by the boss- 


es. They are given 23 flowers a 
day during the week to sell, and 
30 at the weekend, they ply 
their trade until nearly nndmghL 
“When I go bade, the boss will 

count the flowers. If be finds that 

I ate with the flower money, he 
will fine me 50 yuan," said LL 

The children work indepen- 
dently. “One day I sold eight 
and she only sold two. She 
cried and said the boss would 
curse her if she went home, but 
I persuaded her, don’t do harm 
to yourself. 1 told her to come 
back home," said Thng. 

“That’s because you sold so 
many," said Li. “The boss’s 
wife cut my hair as a punish- 
ment.” She pointed to her stub- 
by fringe, cut to make her look 
younger. 

“It makes her look like an old 
granny!" said Tang;. 

“Just because I did not sell as 
many flowers as her," said Li, 
stiffing her sobs. 

Ihng was sent to Peking with 
her twin sister, leaving one sis- 
ter at home in the village. Li has 
a younger brother who is at 
holme. In an area as pooras You 
county, peasants often need 
little encouragement to send 
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their young daughters out to 
work. But, needless to say. must 
of the money that was supposed 
to be sent to the girls' families 
never arrived. “I sold flowers 
for seven months, my fa mils# 
has only got 1,100 yuan [£S4 j, 
said Li. 

Both Tang and Li left school 
when they were nine. Said Li: 
“When I was in school, I didn’t 
like it But after I dropped nut. 

I saw other children go to 
school with bags, and I wanted 
to go back again." Tang nodded: 

‘The boss’s wife 
cut my hair as 
punishment for 
not selling more’ 

“The bosses are rich, so they 
send their own children to 
school, not to sell roses.” 

In My, during the Yamia 
(strike Hard) crackdown which 
was supposed to be directed 
against serious crime, Li was ar- 
rested. “The detention house 
was very dirty and smelly. I was 
only given com bread. A lot of 
people seemed tike lunatics.” 

ling remembered: “When 
she was sent back, she was very 
thin and dirty. She washed 
twice but was still not clean.” 

By now, the flower girls will 
be bar* in their villages. The last 
time we talked, I asked if they 
had any dreams for the future? 
“I don't want to be a tailor like 
my cousin, I want to be a baby- 
sitter, because children are 
lovely,” said Tang. Li just 
shrugged. “When I grow up. I'll 
know what 1 want to do." 

Teresa Poole 
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Italy’s jewel has become a 
haven for organised crime, 
writes Andrew Gumbel 



The deputy mayor of Venice, 
Gianfranco Bcttin, hopped 
across the lagoon one evening 
Iasi month to have dinner with 
his parents in the industrial 
suburb of Margbera. The meal 
finished early, and shortly after 
8.30pm he got in his car to dri- 
ve home. Suddenly, a young 
thug jumped up from the back 
seal, grabbed him by the neck 
and put a pistol to his temple. 
"Drive.*' be ordered in a thick 
southern Italian accent. 

Bcttin drove to a remote 
wasteland, where he was or- 
dered to stop and throw the car 
keys out of the window. A large 
black car pulled up behind. 
“Mr Mayor,” said the young 
thug, tightening his grip around 
Benin’s neck and cocking his 
pistol, “you should mind your 
own business.” With that, he 
pulled the trigger. For a second 
Bettin thought he was dead, but 
in fact all he heard was a light 
click. He was terrified, but still 
alive. The thug snarled: “Nest 
time the gun will be loaded.” 
Then he got out of the car. 

It could have been a scene 
from an American gangster 
movie. In Venice, it seemed ut- 
terly out of place. This is the 
miraculous lagoon city, the ul- 
timate symbol of civilisation, a 
tourist mecca and capital of one 
of Italy's most prosperous re- 
gions; in Venice people aren't 
supposed lo do things like that 
And yet as much of Italy has 
been shocked to learn, they do. 

La Serenissima may be a 
jewel of western civilisation, 
but in the past few years it has 
also become an outpost of fre- 
netic. and lucrative, Mafia ac- 
tivity. Money-laundering, drugs 
trafficking and illegal aims deal- 
ing are booming in the Venice 
region, and with them extortion, 
armed robbery, kidnapping and 
murder. Many rackets are in the 
hands of local gangs, but as 
prosecutors and politicians such 
as Deputy Mayor Bcttin have 
discovered, the traditional 
Mafias of Sicily, Calabria and 
Naples are muscling in, too. 

In the weeks leading up to his 


mock execution, Bettin had 
been hot on the hecJs of a 
Neapolitan Mafia convict called 
Crescenzo Napolitano, who had 
taken full advantage of being as- 
signed to live in Marghera - a 
sort of internal exile ordered by 
the courts - by plugging into the 
Venetian organised crime circuit 
and terrorising the community. 
The Sidlians are active in laun- 
dering money via casinos both 
in the Venice area and across 
the border in Slovenia. The Cal- 
abrians have established a net- 
work of hotels, restaurants and 
other tourist money-spinners - 
again, in the interests of recy- 
cling the illegal gains of drugs, 
arms and other major interna- 
tional rackets. 

Tike a gondola ride in Venice 
and you may be contributing di- 
rectly to a Mafia money-laun- 
dering operation. Thke up the 
gondolier's recommendation 
of a cosy restaurant and you may 
be helping the criminals further. 
Go to the municipal casino on 
the Grand Canal, and the 
chances are that your cashier 
will be a placeman for the Mob. 
It’s not that the authorities are 
refusing to do anything about 
this; they are unable to keep up 
with it. No sooner is one batch 
of crooked casino cashiers ar- 
rested than another takes its 
place. Hotels and pizzerias, ac- 
cording to a report by the anti- 
Mafia investigator Giovanni 
Verdicchio, change owners “at 
an alarmingly high rate”. 

There are two reasons why 
the Venice region has become 
so attractive to organised crime. 
The first is the economic boom 
which began in the 1960s and 
has turned the area into one of 
the richest in Europe. Not only 
can the Mob count on a cut of 
the construction industry, mus- 
cle in on tourism, establish a lu- 
crative prostitution racket and 
sell drugs to the children of the 
affluent middle classes, but it 
can also use the region's busi- 
nesses and financial institu- 
tions to launder its gams from 
international narcotics and 
arms trade. According to Geo- 



Algerian- Nato force sees 
rebels kill 20 Karadzic under 
in bus attack Serb escort 


Murky water. For centuries regarded as a centre of Western civilisation, Venice is now acquiring a quite different 
reputation as an outpost of frenetic, and highly lucrative, Mafia activity Photograph: Brian Harris 


era! Verdicchio, the Mafia runs 
some 8£00 finance companies 
in the region, 500 in Venice. 

The second reason is the 
lifting of the Iron Curtain and 
the opening of vast new crimi- 
nal markets in eastern Europe. 
Yugoslavia is a stone's throw 
away. In a recent trial, it 
emerged Italian arms traders 
were phoning up the Slovenian 
police and arranging deliveries 
of arms by boat across the 
Adriatic with the same ease as 
ordering take-out pizza. 

For years, the leader of the 
region's gangland activities was 
a charismatic rogue called Fe- 
lice Maniero who was consid- 
ered a folk hero for his 
audacious and unorthodox 
armed robberies. Nicknamed 


Angel Fats for his boyish fea- 
tures, he once walked out of cus- 
toms at Venice airport with 
170 kg of gold. On another oc- 
casion, he persuaded the man- 
ager of the Hotel des Bains on 


looking the other way as a 
group of friends dressed up as 
carabinieri drove through the 
main gates to pick him up. 
And yet Maniero was a nasty 
piece of work, a self-confessed 


Just by taking a ride on a gondola 
you may be contributing directly 
to a money-laundering operation 


the Lido to hand over £2m 
worth of jewellery and cash 
belonging to the hotel guests. 

His magic touch extended to 
jailbreaks - including one from 
a high security prison in Padua 
whore he bribed the guards into 


multiple murderer responsible 
for setting up the network of or- 
ganised crime in the northeast 
and forging links with the south- 
ern Mafia bosses. 

In 1992, the authorities set 
up a regional branch of their 


spedal anti-Mafia investigative 
force and two years later, 
Maniero and 1QI others were 
sentenced to long jail terms. 
The collapse of Maniero’s em- 
pire has left a vacuum at the top 

of the Venetian Mafia, but has 
not brought the c riminal activ- 
ity to an end. "The boss, his 
generals and colonels may have 
been neutra&ed but the rest are 
still hard at work," Gianfranco 
Bettin warned in the wake of his 
brush with death. 

What his mock execution 
shows is that a power struggle 
for the Venetian rackets is in 
full swing, the results of which 
are likely to be unpredictable 
and dangerous. The attack on 
Bettin could be just the begin- 
ning. 


Algerian' Muslim rebels killed 
20 passengers on an 
overnight bus, apparently by 
slitting their throats, in an at- 
tack just south of the 
capital Algiers early 
yesterday,, according to an 
official statement. 

The guerrillas forced the 
bus to stop as it travelled in 
the Benbamdani area in 
BUda province at about 3am, 
Algerian security forces said 
the 20 people were killed “in 
a cowardly way”, a phrase 
used for attacks m which 
victims bave^ their throats cut. 
Seven people were wounded 
in the raid. Theda test attack 
brought to nearly 60 the - 
number reported killed in BJ- 
ida province in tinder a week. 
The provincial capital of the 
same name is just 30 miles . 
south of Algiers. 

Bader - Paris 

Mandela signs 
abortion bill 

President Nelson Mandela 
has sighed South Africa's 
new abortion L»U, clearing 
the way for one of the 
world's toughest abortion 
laws to be replaced with one 
of the most UberaL The law 
gives girts of any age the sole 
right to deride whether to 
have an abortion. 

Rader -Johannesburg 


Push on panda 
programme 

China has set out to breed 
more pandas in captivity. 
Eight panda cubs were born 
in captivity this year and 
three of them survived, Chi- 
na News Agency said. China 
hopes that a mating 
programme and artificial 
insemina tion would boost the 
number of panda pregnancies 
to between 40 and 60 over 
the next four years. It hopes 
80 per cent will survive. 
Rader- Peking 


Inter nati onal police in 
Bosnia said they spoiled the 
indicted war crunmaJ 
Radovan Karadzic under 
armed escort but the Nato- 
led force took no action to 
arrest him. International 
police monitors saw Mr 
Karadzic in a Jeep on 
Monday, escorted by special 
police in the Serb 
government seat of PaJc. 
outside Sarajevo. 

A spokesman for the UN 
police said: “In the back seat 
with the window open the 
monitors saw one of the most 
wanted men on the planet, 
Radovan Karadzic, enjoying 
the view." Reuter - Sarajevo 

The secret of 
Mari’s tea set 

Porcelain made secretly 
under milhaiy guard for the 
. Chinese leader Mao Tse-tung 
are to be sold at auction on 
Saturday. The rice bowls, tea 
cups and other pieces were 
ordered for Mao in 1975, 
when his cult of personality 
was at its height. Mao's aides 
ordered that it be of 
unsurpassed quality and fired 
at L400C hotter than the 
1.300C used to fire pottery in 
imperial times. AP - Peking 

Finns bail out 
Bethlehem 

A day after Bethlehem 
officials said they lacked the 
money to celebrate 
Christmas properly, Finland 
announced it was sending a 
40ft Christmas tree and a 
Santa Qaus to the West 
Bank town. The 40-year-old 
tree will stand in Manger 
Square outside the Church of 
the Nativity. The Santa will 
arrive with the Christmas 
s Day procession and wDI en- 
tertain pilgrims and visitors, 
assisted by Palestinian 
children dressed as gnomes. 
AP- Jerusalem 
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Buy the Family Macintosh today and claim the Apple Magic Collection Vol.2 by 
Disney Interactive free. Plus save fflo off an Apple Colour Sty leWriter 1500! 




ipNDON 

‘‘Hlbion Computers 
55*55 Mortimer St, London 
W1N7ID 
01716315305 

Apple at Harrods 

Harrads (3/d Floor;. 

87-135 Brampton K4 London 

0171730 1254. ' >V : f 

Babd Systems 

7 GoldhawkMews, London 

W1Z8PA 

0181749 8222 

Chromasonk: Computer 
Centre 

Chromasonic House, 

2 Hie Crest, Hendon, London 

NW42HW 

01812038989 

Gasteiner Technologies 
18-22 Steriing %y, Edmonton, 
London N182YZ 
0381 345 6000 

Micro Anvika 

13 Chenies St, London 

WC1E7ET 

0171 63b 2547 

MfcroReni 

Sl Marks Studios, 

ChiHingwonh Rd, London 
N78QJ 

01717004848 

PM Systems 

782 Garnet Lane, London 

SW1701Z 

0181 672 1241 

System Solutions 

The Desktop Centre, 

17-19 Bhdwater St, 

London SE228KS 
0181693 3355 

Xasha Computers 
120 Chiswick High Rd, 
Chiswick, London W4 IPO . 
0281 994 7424 

Tisha Computers 

290 fonsfogron High St, 
London W148NZ 
01716029444 


Hums 

47-51 GilHngham St, 

London SW1V1HS 
01715441300 

SOUTHEAST 

1st Tbnptaliau Computers 

29/30 Wading Sc, Canterbury 
k 01227764455 


W227 450GdO7 : ' " ‘ ' 

Appfcfotet Thames Vriley 
1 Madtetnie St, High St, Sough 
01753 518866 

QC Software 

26i^SfeM©saham,Redhill 


Gocktower 

^rtford fid, link Hadham 
W7977M38 

Computer Sense 

(forelands Business Centre; 
Boundary‘s, 
ffcmd Hempstead 
01442252555 

Datacore Consultants 

319a Broomfield Rd,Chdmsfbrd 
01245261578 

GDN Associates 
23 Manor Rd, Hastings 
01424714110 

Express Graphics Systems 
Unit 14, Pelham Court 
Business Centre, Crawley 
01293426416 

Flame 

12 Kings Park, Primrose Hill, 
Kings Langley 
01923270171 

Hussey & Greaves 
94 Hutton Rd, Shenfidd, 
Brentwood 
01277226262 

Network Computer 

Consultants 

Buncombe House, 

16 Market St, Lewes 
01273487702 

ME Electronics 
415feighbridgeSow; 

Cardiff Rd, Reading 

01734500551 


Network Professional 
110 Queens Rd, Bdghtoo 
01273748083 

Performance Direct 
Kingfisher House, 

160-162 High St, Egham 
01784477088 ‘ ' 

Sqhflons Incorporated 

'^200¥ortland !Rd,4tove - 
01273 283323 

SRS Systems 

Unit 1 Bdvue Business Centre, 
Bdvue Rd, Northoft 
0181841 1800 

Thames TbBey Systems 

1 Southern Court, South St, 

Reading 

01189581829 

The Mac Express 

10 Uwrence Rd, %stWckfaam 
01814625626 

Universal Advmtxd 
'technology 

UUswater Crescent Industrial 
Estate, Maripit Lane, Cduii^ion 
0181765000 • 

Viewdata Computing 

Centra] House, 124 High St, . 
Hampton Hill 
01819433922. 

SOUTH 

Island Computer Systems 

41HorsebridgeIfin, - 
Parkhurst, Isle of Wight 
01983821717 

Lan-IHJke 

12a Sandleheadi Industrial 
Estate, OWBrickyaniRci, 
SandkieaiKFordingbndge 

01425657905 

The Muse Corporation 

The Market Place, Ringwood 
01425470007 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Guernsey Computers 
33 Commercial Arcade, 

Sl Peter Port 
01481728738 

EAST ANGLIA 
AppleCentre Cambridge 
Unit 5, CEftou Court, Cambridge 
.01223247111 j 


Electronics for Publishing 
Suite 2, The Old Church, 

Sl Matthews Rd, Norwich 
01603 767574 

Hussey ft Knights 
Graphics House, 60 Bethd St, 

Norwich 

01603761030 

Peterborough Computer 
Syste ms 

5 Mflnyad Square, BakewrilRd, 
Oron Southgate, Peterborough 
01733 370606 • 

SOUTH 'WEST 
AM Micro Dfetxfbution 

Roman Court, 

48 New North Rd, Eseter 
01392426473 

Computer Capability 

14 OaktreeHace, Matford 
01392207620 

U 1 & TS Publishing 

14 Camelot Court, Somerton 
01458274528 

SHtra Computers 

48 Kensington Park Rd, Bristol 

01179724708 

■ftvy Typesetting 
42 Brook Sl Thvistock 
01822615007 

Servo Computer Services 
6Manaron Court, 

Manaton Close, 

Matfbrd Business Park, Exeter 
01392201300 

■Western Computers 
Victoria House, Tfemple Gate, 
Bristol 

01179 225661 

MIDLANDS 
Adams Computers. 

High St, Sutton Coldfield 
01213549222 - 

Bedford Computers 
31-33 Tavistock St, Bedford * 
01234271113 

CJ Graphic Supplies 
90 Newtown Row, Birmingham 
01213333448 : 

Cefcip Computers 

Lower M3] St, KkJdemfnster 
01562 822222 


KRCS 

Queens Court, Lemon Lane, 

Nottingham 

01159505352 

Leicester Computer 
Centre 

lJarromSL Leicester 

01162556268 • 

PCM Tfedmologies 
Midland House, 

3rd Floor; New Rd, Halesowen 
01215850191 

SldweB Technology 
48 Dorridge Rd, Dorridge, 
Solihull 
01564 775775 

Ikck Associates 
18 Chester Rd North, 

Sutton Cddfidd 
0121 3537625 

WALES 

fihenachddu Computer 
Centre 

Capel Iwaru Newcastle Emfyn, 

Carmarthenshire 

01559371219 

Copystat (Cardiff) 

Norbury Rd, Fairwatei; Cardiff 
01222 566133 

ffi-MachUK 

The Church House, 
HawkesburyRd, Buckley 
01244 549563 

M acl fcs te m 

Longcross Court, 

47 Newport Rd, Cardiff 
01222465656 

Vonjan Print Technologies 

The Media Centre, 

Ivor House, Bridge SL Cardiff 
01222222555 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
CEM Computers 

CEM House, 

Victoria Business Park, 

West Bank Rd, Belfast 

01232556677 

Office Overload 
24 William St, Dungannoo 
01868727323 
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i Apple 


Firebird 

Unit 67 Enterprise House, 
BaDoo Avenue, Balloo 
Industrial Estate, Bangor 
01247274141 

NORTH 

ABC Microcore . 
99KghSt,Gosforth, 
NewosdeVpon'fyne 
0191 2131212 . . 

AppleCentre TOuxmgton 

Gemini Business Park, 

244 Eurapa Boulevard, 
Wfestbrook, Arrington 
01925 444499 

Direct Memory 
98 Grosvenor St, AD Saints, 
Manchester 
0161 2744404 

FH Brown 

Mary St, Manchester 
0161 6611000 

P H Brown 

Ebrihirst Lane, Dodworth, 

Barnsley 

01226777111 

FH Brown 
Farrington Rd, Burnley 
01282830000 

Hi-Tfec Computer Services 
Qiffe House, Prospea Rd. 
Bradford 
01274 626379 

Holdens Computer 
Services 

The Mansions, Chapel Lane. 
Longton, Preston 

01772 615512 

Jennings Computer 
Services 

133 Victoria Rd, Scarborough 
01723 374196 

LCS (North West) 

Orchard House, Casde Garth, 

Kendal 

01539741777 

Newcastle Compater 
Services 

BefaiDe House, Homeland, 
Newcastle Upon TVne 
01661803000 


BA Business Services 
10 Hardhom Way, 
Boufton-Ie-Fyide 
01253899144 

ReSoimkiD 
Unit 7 Rother Court, 

Barbot Industrial Estate, 
Rotherham 
01709 523535 

Semaphore Design (Systems) 

Progress House, 

22 Pilgrims St, Liverpool 
0151 7087101 

The Apple Studio 
Casdegaie Quay, 

Stockton on Sea 
01642679000 

Tbmorrow’sWbrid 
25-33 Paragon St, HuD 
01482324887 

SCOTLAND ft THE 
ISLES 

AppSeCentre Dundee 

Suite 3, Grianan Building, 
Dundee Technical Park, 
Dundee 
01382561110 

AppleCentre Edinburgh 

14-16 Hdyrood Rd, Edinburg 
0131 5575995 

AppleCentre Sootsys 
R^head Industrial Park, 

Beflshffl, Strathc^de 
01698846001 

CMYK Digital Solutions 
42-44 Swanfidd, 

Bonnington Rd, Edinburgh 
01315555252 
Carpe Diem Soiotioas 
Unit 2, 

The ftxt Dundas Business Fade, 
100 Borron Sl Glasgow 
01413339901 

Inverness Mac Shop 
44 Swanston Avenue, Inverness 
01463221770 

PP Systems 

Tcrnptandshaw,Som.M2udiline 

01290551543 
The Computer Shop 
169 Commercial Sl 
L erwick, Shetland 
01595 694744 


MAIL ORDER OUTLETS 

Camelot 

Unit 2. lOWffliimRd, 

London NW13EN 
0171 383 27r 

Computer Warehouse 
9 Hatton St, London NW8 8PR 
01717244104 

Dabs Direct 

Direct House, 

30 Wingates Industrial Park, 
Wfesr Houghton, Bolton 
0800680000 

Gordon Harwood 
Computers 

NewSr.Aifreion 
01773 836781 

Jigsaw Systems 

Die Old Mill. High Church St, 

Nottingham 

0115 9422990 

MacUne 

Mill House, Mill Lane, 
Carshalton 
0181401 1111 

MacWirehouse 

Unit 6, Wobey Business Park. 

Tblpiis Lane, afford 

0800802936 

Mygate 
Unit 11. 

Southbraok Industrial Estate, 
Southbrook Rd, 

London SEI28LG 
08000181424 

The Mac Zone 

Genesis House, Merrow Lane, 

Guildford 

0000393696 

OTHER OUTLETS 

The Macintosh Performa 
range is also available from 
hundreds of other Apple 
ResdJers and Retailers 
nationwide. 

For details of other Macintosh 
Performa stockists not listed 
here, cafl the Apple 
Information Centre, free on 
0800234800. 
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Faron 'Young 


Rtron Young was one of coun- 
try music’s greatest vocalists, 
if perhaps an occasionally 
underrated one. 

His appealing, expressive 
tenor was equally at home with 
both ballads and up-tempo 
numbers; and whilst he could 
croon effortlessly, the more 
dramatic and emotive approach 
that be favoured on many of his 
1950s recordings confirms him 
as an important link between 
Hank Williams and many of 
the country stars who nave 
followed. 

Over a nearly 50-year career 
Young enjoyed a string of hits, 
some 42 of them making it 
into the country Top Tfen. Dur- 
ing that time he championed 
many of the genre’s most im- 
portant songwriters, “discov- 
ered" the likes of Roger Miller 
and Kris Kristofferson and be- 
came one of Nashville's most 
memorable characters. 

If he also appeared somewhat 
reckless, it seemed only to en- 
dear him to his fans even more. 
Over the years he weathered al- 
coholism, marital problems and 
several brushes with the law - 
he was famously convicted of as- 
saulting a minor in 1972 - yet 
few could have anticipated his 
suicide. 

Young was bom, the son of 
a daily former, at Shreveport 
Louisiana, in 1932. He began 
performing whilst still in his 
teens and was inevitably drawn 
to the area's most important ra- 
dio show, the KWKH Louisiana 
Hayride. This, the so-called 
"Cradle of the Stars" was, from 
1948, a springboard to nation- 
al celebrity for many of the 
country's leading performers, in- 
cluding Hank Williams, Jim 
Reeves, Jim Horton and even 
Elvis Presley. Having built up a 
local following Young was asked 
to join the show’s casL and 


found himself working as a fea- 
tured vocalist with the honky- 
tonk star Webb Pierce. 

In 1952 however, and in com- 
mon with many others at the 
Hayride, he was lured to 
Nashville's prestigious WSM 
Grand Ole Opiy. Capitol 
Records signed him to a con- 
tract and his future looked as- 
sured until the Korean War 
intervened. Drafted, he was as- 
signed to performing for the 
troops, working wi th a young ac- 
tor and announcer named 
Leonard Nimoy. 

Whilst on leave. Young went 
into the recording studio and cut 
“Goin‘ Steady", a No 2 hit in 
1953. Following bis discharge a 
year later he returned to 
Nashville and rapidly estab- 
lished hims elf as one of ihe ma- 
jor hi [makers of the era, scoring 
with, among others: "If You 
Ain’t Lovin’ (You Ain't Livin')" 
(1954), “Live Fast, Love Hard 
and Die Young" (1955), "I 
Miss You Already" (1957), 
“Alone With You" (1958) and 
“Backtrack" (1961). 

Young had a fine ear for qual- 
ity songwriting and, in addition 
to recording numbers by veter- 
ans like Ted Daffan (“I've Got 
Five Dollars and It's Saturday 
Night"), was among the first to 
cut songs by the likes of Roy 
Dnisky ("Country Girl"). BDl 
Anderson (“Riverboat"), Don 
Gibson and Willie Nelson. Gib- 
son's classic “Sweet Dreams" 
charted for Young in 1956, and 
five years later he took Nelson’s 
“Hello Walls" all the way to No 
1. Young and Nelson remained 
friends and in 1985 cut a fine 
duet album together. Funny 
How Turn Slips Away . 

Others who benefited from 
Young’s encouragement in- 
cluded the country star Johnny 
Paycheck, whom he employed 
as a bass guitarist, the singer, 


songwriter and actor Kris 
Kristofferson, and Roger 
Miller, who had been working 
as a Nashville bell-bop until 
Young took him on as a 
drummer. 

All the while. Young had 
been enjoying a parallel career 
in films, though the results, in- 
cluding the western Hidden 
Gims (1956), in which he ap- 
peared opposite Angie Dickin- 
son, and Country Music Holiday 

S a re largely and justifiably 
ten. It was, however, his 
work in the former that was to 
give him his nickname: "The 
Singing Sheriff". 

In 1962 Young left Capitol 
and signed to Mercury Records. 
The huts continued with “You’ll 
Drive Me Back (Into Her Arms 
Again)" (1963), “Vfolk Tall" 
(1965) and the Kristofferson 
song, “Your Time’s Coming" 
(1969). in 1972 Young enjoyed 
an international crossover suc- 
cess with Jerry Chesnut’s waltz 
“It’s Four in the Morning", a 
record that made it into the 
British Tbp Ten. 

As the hits began to dry up. 
Young concentrated increas- 
ingly upon his extensive business 
interests, including pub lishing 
houses, a talent agency and 
the Nashville country music 
magazine Music City News. 

Three years ago, when Willie 
Nelson was inducted into the 
Country Muse Hall of Fame, he 
made a plea for Ffcron Young to 
soon follow. That richly de- 
served honour cannot now be 
far off. , 

Paul Wadey 

Faron Young, country singer, 
actor and songwriter bom 
Shreveport, Louisiana 25 Feb- 
ruary 1932 ; married [four 
children; marriage dissolved); 
died Nashville , Tennessee 10 
December 1996. 
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Kashiwado 


In the last few years, the noble 
Japanese art of sumo, the na- 
tional sport par excellence. 
has become increasingly popu- 
lar in the West. When the 
Japanese first heard that 
Western audiences were going 
to witness sumo bouts, they 
were incredulous - just as they 
were when the first drama 
troupes of kibuki and noh left 
for America and Europe. To 
their great surprise. Westerners 
were able to appreciate these 
native displays of artistic and 
sporting techniques that in 
Japan were regarded as 
understandable “only by a 
Japanese". 

I well remember when the 


first sumo troupe visited Paris, 
and performed there to very ap- 
preciative audiences that in- 
cluded many Japanese. Of 
course, the whole atmosphere 
of ritual and feudal authority 
associated with a true sumo 
arena was lacking. But some of 
the ceremonial was observed, 
with the entrance of the sumo- 
tori in the ring, wearing their 
brilliantly hued heavy aprons 
under the hanging curtained 
roof. It is always an Impressive 
sight, a procession of pon- 
derous gravity. On that occa- 
sion. my favourite sumotori, 
Kjrishima, who was fairly 
slender compared with some of 
the heavyweights like Konisbi- 


ki, was dubbed “the Alain 
Delon of Japan", which I 
thought was not much of a 
compliment for that beautiful 
athlete. 

Like many of the best 
wrestlers, Kashiwado came 
from one of the northern 
provinces, Yamagata. His fam- 
ily name was Togashi, and he 
first . appeared in the Bumo 
ring in 1954, from the lse no 
Umi stable. He had endured the 
severe hardships of appren- 
ticeship and worked hard every 
day to improve his physique and 
his fighting spirit that was to 
make him one of the very beat 
sumo wrestlers in the history of 

the sport. 


In 1958, he made the first step 
upwards in the pyramidal struc- 
ture of sumo status when his 
name first appeared on the. 
banzuke or list of wrestlers ap- 
pearing in the basho or contest. 
He made such good progress, 
he was elevated in 1960 to the 
rank olozeki, and won fight af- 
ter fight until in October 1961 
he acceded to the lofty position 
of Zbkozuna or Grand Cham- 
pion, a meteoric rise such as has 
rarely been seen in such a 
demanding sport with its care- 
folly graded hierarchies and 
venerable traditions. 

For the sport of sumo dates 
back to almost mythological 
times, and was mentioned in the 


Nihon Shofa or “Chronicle of 
Japan" 's 30 volumes, complet- 
ed in 720 AD. It is therefore a 
great achievement to reach the 
rank of Grand Champion. In 
the same year, Kashiwado’s 
great rival, Thibo, was also ele- 
vated to Grand Champion, and 
their legendary bouts gave rise 
to the name hakuho , describing 
the period in which their fame 
and popularity grow by leaps 
and bounds, and thus helped to 
improve ’(he staftding'of the 
sport • 

Kashiwado in his long career 
won 599 times, lost 240 bouts. 
While he was Grand Champi- 
on, he had 407 wins and 107 
losses. Altogether, as Zokozu - 


na he wan five basho. He retired 
from the ring, in the middle of 
a match, during the 1969 July 
basho, before a shocked but 
deeply moved audience, many 
of them in tears. 

He then set up his own sumo 
stable, the Kagamiyama-beya, 
in Ibkyo's Edogawa Ward. He 
also served as a director of the 
Japan Sump Association, bead- 
ing its referee committee until 
1994. 

lanes Kirfaxp 

Togashi Tsuyoshi (“Kashiwa- 
do "), sumo wrestler bom Yam- 
agata, Japan 1938; married (two 
daughters); died Tokyo 8 
December 1996. 


Basil NieJd personified Shake- 
speare’s view that a man in his 
lifeplays many parts. In Nield’s / 
case, with great distinction, lie 
pursued the roles of lawyer, 
churchman, politician, soldier . 
and bon viveur. 

_ He and his twin sister. Beryl, 
were. the youngest of five chil- 
dren bom to Charles Edwin 
Nield. a solicitor, JP and 
Registrar of the Liverpool 
High Court Their mother was 
an MBE and PhD - the first 
female graduate ever to obtain 
a doctorate at St Andrews 
University. 

* Nield was educated at Har- 
row (where he served as a gov- 
ernor, 1961-71) and Magdalen 
College, Oxford, during which 

time he became chairman of the 

Chester Conservative Associa- 
tion. In 1925 at the age of 22 he . 
was called to the Bar of the In- 
ner Tfemple and entered cham- 
bers in Liverpool, where he 
practised in general common 
law, cm the Northern Circuit. 
Hjs meticulous preparation, 
the quality of his advocacy and 
his unfailing courtesy made it 
obvious that he was destined for 
success at the Bar, and his 
practice grew. He then entered 
the chambers of David Maxwell 
Fyfe (later Lord Khmuir and a 
Tory Lord Chancellor). He and 
his wife Sylvia became his 
closest friends. 

In.1938, foreseeing correct- 
ly the implications of the 
Munich crias, he joined the Of- 
ficers’ Emergency Reserve. 
Meanwhile, in 1940 he entered 
the House of Commons as 
Conservative Member for 
Chester. Die same year he was 
commissioned into a captain's 
rank, and served successively as 
major, GHQ Middle Eastern 
Force (MEF) and, in 1942, as 
President, Palestine Military 
Courts, Jerusalem, and on the 
HQ staffs of East Africa Rarce, 
Eritrea and the Eighth Army. 
Persia and Iraq, and of the 
Second Army through the Low 
Countries and on the Rhine. He 
was mentioned in despatches 
when serving as Deputy Judge 
Advocate General in the MEF. 
His service in these roles was 
recognised by a MBE (mil) 
and his advancement to lieu- 
tenant colonel as Judge Advo- 
cate, sitting in on the courts 
martial in Germany. 



Howard E. Rollins Jnr 


fighting for what I want*: Rollins 
In the 1988 television series of 
In the Heat of the Night 


The actor Howard E. Rollins 
Jnr made his film debut in Mi- 
los Forman's Ragtime ( 1981) as 
Coa [house Walker, the coot 
sophisticated ragtime pianist 
who becomes head of a group 
of black revolutionaries. Variety 
praised his “staggeringly effec- 
tive portrayal of conscience- 
wracked pride" and “intense 
screen magnetism that bodes 
instant stardom". 

For a time it looked as if 
Rollins would become Sidney 
Poitiers successor. However, in 
spite of unanimous praise from 
the critics, and an Oscar nom- 
ination for Best Supporting Ac- 
tor (which he lost to John 
Gielgud in .-i/timr), Rollins 
made only one other film ap- 
pearance. This was A Soldier's 
Story \ 1984 J, adapted by Charles 
Fuller from his stage play, and 


directed by Norman Jewison, 
who had made Sidney Poitier's 
In the Heat of the Night (1967). 
Rollins gave another memo- 
rable performance as the styl- 
ish, self-assured but intense 
Captain Richard Davenport, 
one of the first blade officers in 
the US Army, who arrives in a 
racially segregated training 
camp in wartime Louisiana to 
investigate the murder of a 
black sergeanL But this time 
there was no Oscar recognition 
or any follow-up movie roles. 
Years passed before Hollywood 
felt ready to promote a serious 
black actor Denzel Washington. 

Rollins was born in Balti- 
more. Maryland, and upset his 
family when he dropped out of 
college to work full-time as an 
actor . He joined the cast of a 
television soap produced in 


Baltimore called Our Street, 
but his mother was not con- 
vinced he’d made the right 
choice. “Blade folks just don’t 
become movie stars," she told 
him. Hjs father tried to per- 
suade him to “get a good job". 

Several years later he moved 
to New York, and gained valu- 
able stage experience with the 
Player’s Workshop. Television 
roles followed, including as the 
top US politician Andrew 
Young in the mini-series King 
(1978) about Martin Luther 
King, and as George Haley in 
Roots: the next generations 
(1979). He said that Ragtime 
transformed him overnight 
from a “no-name that nobody 
knew" to an Oscar- nominated 
Hollywood celebrity. In 1986, in 
an interview with Britain’s lead- 
ing black newspaper, the Voice, 


he reflected on his role as Coal- 
house Walker in Ragtime: “He 
had been insulted and assault- 
ed, so his efforts towards retri- 
bution were understandable. 
After he bad exhausted all le- 
gal means, he was only left with 
the situation that if you don’t 
understand, then I'll give you 
something to understand - and 
that is violence. The one parallel 
with my own life is fighting for 
what I want . inray case It’s 
my career." 

In the wake of his success in 
A Soldier’s Story, there was talk 
of Rollins starring in a film 
about Nelson Mandela, as well 
as playing Othello with AJ Pa- 
cino as logo. Regrettably, nei- 
ther project materialised In 
1986 Rowns came to London to 
appear opposite Paul Scofield 
in the West End production of 



I'm Not Rappoport and, in 1988, 
be look the lead in a television 
series based on Poitier’s In the 
Heat of the Night. Sadly, he was 
written out of the series because 
of his addiction to drugs. Carl 
Weathers replaced him. 

In the late 1 980s, when asked 
about his infrequent film ap- 
pearances, be explained “I'm 
not turning down any work. I 
haven’t been approached with 
anything substantial I don't : 
like to say it, but it can only 
be because I'm black. Why 
else wouldn’t studios take ad- 
vantage of an actor who's 
acknowledged as capable.” 

Stephen Bourne 

Howard E. Rollins, actor 
bom Baltimore, Maryland 17 
October 1950: dial New York 8 
December 1996. 



Mefcfc accuracy fn judgment 

He was returned to the Com- 
mons in the 1945 general elec- 
tion despite the Labour 
landslide. Coincidentally, he 
applied for and took Silk. He 
now ran his political and legal 
lives in parallel As the Mem- 
ber for Chester he successfully 
sponsored what for him was a 


landmark: a Private Member s 
Bill leading to the Adoption ol 
Children Act, 1949. He saw il 
as the precursor to a ot 
affairs in which in mallet "’f in- 
heritance and succession an 
adopted child would be in :t 
position gwnilar to that of a 
natural child- 

Nield was among the most 
dapper of the Members. Five 
foot seven and shmingiy shod, 
his penetrating brown eves 
miss ed nothing. A provocative 
and witty speaker and a great 
debunker of pomposity, Nield 
was popular both in the Com- 
mons and his constituency. 

In 1948 he served as 
Recorder of Salford and. in 
1952, was elected Master of the 
Bench of the Inner Temple. His 
advancement to CBE look 
place in 1956, at which time, too. 
he was chosen as the first per- 
manent judge of the Crown 
Court. Manchester. This meant 
that he had to leave the House 
of Commons; a change which 
exhilarated him, though he 
missed the cut and thrust ol 
parliamentary debate. 

Such was the accuracy of 
Nield’s judgments that it was 
rare for a sentence of hi^jjp be 
altered on appeal. Aiwa™ hu- 
manitarian, however, in his 
dealings, he is on record as hav- 
ing modified one of his own sen- 
tences. After thinking all 
weekend about a prison sen- 
tence he had imposed, he had 
the man brought back into 
court from Ihe cells. He told him 
that he might have been loo 
severe and he reduced the 
sentence. 

Always assiduous in his work 
as a judge, nevertheless Nield 
had an eye for the lighter side 
of life, in and out of court. This 
was the genesis of his hook 
Farewell to the Assizes (1972), a 
series of entertaining memoirs 
illustrated by his own line- 
drawings and photographs. It 
marked too his singular 
achievement as the only judge 
to have sat in all 61 Assize towns 
in England and Wales before 
the abolition of the Assize 
system in 1972. 

It was appropriate that the 
graceful dedication of tt^ book 
should be to his twin sracr. a 
mayor of Chester, to whom he 
was extremely close and who. 
like him, never married. She 
helped him a great deal when 
he was an MP and often sat be- 
side him on the Bench. Her 
death, 20 years ago, was a heavy 
blow to him. 

Forever restless, Nield loved 
to travel. He was a great "col- 
lector" of dlies ail over the 
world. A keen and accom- 
plished photographer, he used 
his beautiful pictures to illus- 
trate bis Christmas cards, which 
were much prized among his 
friends. 

Equally prized were his birth- 
day and Christmas parties in his 
flat in the Temple. There, his 
sparkle and charm were let 
free among his great variety of 
friends. There too he achieved 
one of the honours he prized 
above all: Treasurer of the 
Inner Temple. 

His last years were sper^’n 
the King Edward VII Conva- 
lescent Home for Officers, at 
Osborne House in the Isle of 
Wight. 

Avril Mollison 


Basil Edward Nield, judge and 
politician : bom 7 May 1903; 
called to the Bar, Inner Temple 
1925, Master of the Bench 1952 
Reader 1976, Treasurer 1977: \IP 
(Conservative) City of Chester 
1940-56; MBE (mil) 1943. CBE 
1 956; KC 1945; Recorder of Sal- 
ford 1948-56; Recorder and first 
permanent Judge of Crtnm Court 
at Manchester 1956-60; Kt 1957; 
Judge of High Court of Jusricc. 
Queen "s Batch Division ] 960-78; 
died 4 December 1996. 


BIRTHS 

Cl LAMB RE: 1!' Sarah and Peter. Hugo 
Frederick, horn 10 December, a 
brother for the cuts. 

RICE: To Matlhetv and Enuna. a 
daughter. Marcarci Sarah. 10 De- 
cember l«fi. 

DEATHS 

FOX: MkItcIIc .Simone, on •» Decem- 
ber liu*. aped 3U. Film-maker, 
dancer and ehmeocrapher. in Lon- 
don. .Aficr a iXHiraccum lighi brave- 
ly borne. Belm cJ iLudite r ol Ed»in 
and JmceKn. mw loved Hslor in 
Jacqueline. Gcndd and CLmdinv. 
and lonc-iime lose of Jeremy. Her 
mosl special spirit lives on in us alL 
Slu: will be most soieh missed by her 
family and a tdc eude'> >t friends.' The 
luncraJ *ili take place at ihe Cvmc- 
teij. Edpiare Bars lame. Edgntire. 
m I pm on Friday 12 December. 
Prayers udl lx- held ai the Lundy home 
m CTielsea un Thursday It Decem- 
ber 31 hpm. .All friend, wvkvnw. Tele- 
phone 1)1 7 1-376 41b2 for details. 
HARE: Dr Eduard H. Hare FRCP 
FKCPssch MD NLA. died pcucciulh 
on S December l***. at kmy's Col- 
lege Hospital, aged Tv tears. Will be 
jER'illlv missed 1* hb wife FiH. sister 
Betty, daughter .Anne and grand- 
dauchlen Jane and Louisa Funeral 
at Beckenham i renutorium. Tuesday 
1? December at ilJtlini. Family 
flowers only pleas:. 

LEEDI L\M-t 1KEE.N: Dr Maty. peJce- 
hiUt.on » [Jecemher a I M Andrew's 
Care Cenirc. liuitdiam. accd S4. 
much-lovcd niolhci of diaries and 
Elisabeth and grandmother <U 
Kidurd Kaj and kirah. Cremation 
in Cimhridcc: service at Tnimping- 
Mn Parish Church, al 12 nuon. on Fn- 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbryww.tjxn. iIkk* uhjiioii Vto tti-r. 
flim-hi' cnUi-.L.unlnS'tt'I Th- ') c-.- n Matte- 
rs «! lb< t t<*f LwU Iv.m-.IAi: tus. 

iiMl? jn UOahilitHiiJllif B.-rV i* WilkrtttOtam. 
hr. juiI iKUcCs a luu^n-.a u >tn.rM.l Mi «!■*-. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


das .XI December, interment of ash- 
es nl Souibwirld. Suffolk service ai St 
Edmund's Church, at 2pm on Friday 
3 January. No flowers, please, hu'l 
donations, if desired, to Newnham 
CuHcee Development Trnsi <c,'o Mrs 
C. Cocke. Newnham College. Cam- 
bridge! or Friends of Soulhwold 
Hospital. 

SAMUEL Raphael historian, died at 
home, his unique spirit imvanquishod. 
a beloved teacher, comrade, friend 
and husband. Burial at Highcatc 
Cemetery, Swains Lane, on IN 
December, nl IJOpm. Memorial 
meeting to be announced. 

IN ME MORI AM 

BURROWS: Donald Ivan, died on 12 
December l^I.A much-loved hus- 
band and father. Helene. 

KERKEZ: Steve. Died 12 December 
|99>. aged 4lL “We may lament that 
the rose tree has thorns - «r rejoice, 
that the tburn tree has roses." Thank 

you for your joy, your paswn and your 

courage. Jerome. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should be 
sent in writing to the Gazette Editor, 
The Independent, i Canada Square, Ca- 
nary Wharf. London EM SDL tele- 
phoned In 0171-293 2011 or faxed to 
0171-293 2010. and are charged at £6-50 
a line (VAT extra). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr B. G. R. Kdlett 
and Miss C. P McGrath 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Benedict, second son of Mr 
and Mrs R.R. Kelleu, of Staines, 
Middlesex, and Clare, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs M. McGrath, of Graffham. 
West Sussex. 

Birthdays 

Miss Tracy Austin, tennis player, 36; 
Mr Lionel Blair, dancer and enter- 
tainer. 65; Maj-Gen Sir Rupert 
Brazkr-Crcagh, former Director of 
Staff Duties. VWir Office. S7: Mr Will 
Carting, England rugby player, 31: 
Miss Denise Coffey, actress, direc- 
tor and writer, 60; Mr Jasper Con- 
ran. fashion designer, 37: Mr 
Kenneth Cranham, actor, 52; The 
Hon Mrs Gwyneth Dunwoody MP. 
66: Mr William Ebbett, chairman and 
managing director, Vauxhatl Mo- 
tors. 54; Miss Connie Francis, singer. 
58: Mr Ray Grantham, former na- 
tional secretary. Apex. 70; Air 
Commodore Dome Felicity Hill, 
farmer Director. WRAAF, 81; Dr 
Philip Ledger. Principal, Royal Scot- 
tish Academy of Music and Drama, 
59: Mr Christopher Mullin MP, 49; 
Mr Frank Sinatra, singer and actor. 
SI; Mr Clive Thornton, chairman. 
Gabriel Communications, 67; The 
Right Rev John Whittling, former 
Bishop of Southwell, 78; Miss 
Dionne Warwick- singer. 55. 


U 'nkn ftll Ttar M al ta , BmaL aariw-ihc Ke 
w KUb . Vanity, aiuntb Ibr tod nr Yen Hr- 
iL-pua ai r.-mnv-meath r l> vv. Unnkn WCI. 
ir. rn-jJm. the Pnncw. Ui»d Till -I For Laien. 
■liwir.S ih Sk%li nr ■ il Ihr flan] of Tteaixt. Int- 
Vuid H 4 C. jin'. Tfcn Hnrtynna. j| the Ikirl 
InkT-L'inl mcaljL L.nul.41 H I. jml js I'lCMjem. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Admiral Samuel Hood, First 
Viscount, naval commander, 1724; 
Edvard Munch, painter, 1863; Ed- 
ward G. Robinson (Emanuel Gold- 
cnburg), actor, 18D3; John James 
Osborne, playwright and actor. 1929. 
Deaths: Darius U Noth us (“The 
Bastard"), King of Persia, 404 BC 
Robert Browning, poet, 1889; Tallu- 
lah Brockman Bankhead, actress, 
196$. On this day: the first transoi- 
bmk radio signal was transmitted by 
Marconi, 1901; Lbc first motel 
opened, in California, 1925; the first 
London production of the musical 
si tow IKiv Side Story was staged, 195S. 
Tbday is ihe Feast Day of Si Corentin 
or Cury, St Edburga of Minster, 
Saints Epimachus arid Alexander, St 
Fumian of Clonard, SI Jane Ftances 
de Chan I el and Si Vice! in. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Pippa 
Shiitey, “Silver (talk for visitors wiih 
visual impairments), 230pm. 

Thie Gallery; dement Rage. “The 
Emancipation of Colour and Form: 
Expressionism in modern European 
art", 1pm. 

British Museum; Hilary WlUiams, 
“Subjeci am) Media: the remarkable 

range of Michelangelo drawings in 
the British Museum", 1.15pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Jacob Si- 
mon, “The Art of the Picture Frame; 
framing at |hc National Pbrtraii 
Gallery I85b-199b”, 1,10pm. 


Payment of lesser sum did not settle claim 


ihe Mmt'mtu'wuieA.Mteihfa aCand I'.inum 
u McRtuillMn* EUL LmJun Eli TV Hake 
*f Km Fjiion. ihe Lrutwmu Revareh lumL 
aflokha Cmil t 'ukoLji lbc R**of Alton Hall. 
Lmtai 5WT. Prim * Mkftad it Kent xucnjt 
Ule WenUplul Cnapsm ..T Fwntcn Bnufaet 
ai Mamiua 1 Imiw. Ltiadafl Et'i 


Changing of the Guard 

The ILottuHiuU CnaErv MwMnl Rcpan/nl 

muols Ihe OieM't Lifc Ooanl at Kvm Gmdh 
I In. KqnqMl L'ampjw Ot et otter fWil, 
mounb ite I jocen - * CuanL id MMm Mhc, 
1 1.Ybm. hind ptmdai hj ite Irtti ChnnK. 


Eergusoa v Davies; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Evans, Lord 
Justice Henry, Lord Justice 
AJdous) 21 November 1996 

Acceptance by the plain tiff of 
a lesser sum from the defendant 
than the amount dalmed could 
not constitute accord and sat- 
isfaction so as to compromise 
the action between them unless 
the plaintiff received some 
additional benefit by way of 
consideration. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the plain- 
tiff, Michael Feiguson, against 
the decision of Judge Crane, sil- 
ting in Northampton County 
Court on 19 July 1994, dis- 
missing his claim Gar money dup 
under a contract with the de- 
fendant Steven Clive Davies. 
The plaintiff in person ; Terry l Lynch 
U- Camud&ABot, Otney, Burks) jar 
the defendant 

Lord Justice Hem? said the 
plaintiff, wishing to dispose of 
some specialist records, tapes 
and discs, agreed with the de- 
fendant, who dealL in such 
items, that the defendant 
would provide in exchange 
other specialist items sought by 
the plaintiff to the wholesale 
value of £600 by a certain date, 
failing which the defendant 
would pay £1.700 in cash. In 


LAW REPORT 
* 

12 December 1996 


ty> 


fact the defendant only deliv- 
ered goods to the value of 
£143.50 and made a angle pay- 
ment of £5. 

The plaintiff claimed there 
was due to him approximately 
£1,550. 

However, he originally lim- 
ited his claim to £486 JO, per- 
haps to keep it within the small 
claims jurisdiction. His daim 
was set out on the County 
Court's Nl default summons. 

The defendant completed 
from N9B, a form of defence 
and counterclaim to be filled in 
if he disputed all or part of the 
daim- In answer to the ques- 
tion “How much of the daim 
do you dispute?" he ticked 
the box “I admit the amount of 
. . and inserted £150. In an- 
swer to the question “Do you 
dispute the claim because you 
have already paid it?" he ticked 
“Yes’* and wrote that he had 
paid £450 to the plaintiff. He 
then added that he had sent a 
cheque for £150. 

He sent the cheque to the 
court with a letter saying the 
cheque was in settlement of the 
plaintiff’s account, and that be 
did not dispute that he owed 
him money but disputed the to- 


tal amount claimed. He wrote 
to the plaintiff in similar terms, 
concluding “1 hope that this will 
now resolve the matter." 

The plaintiff cashed the 
cheque but replied LhaL he was 
continuing with the action un- 
til he received fuD payment He 
got leave to amend his claim 
upwards to £1,745.79. 

The judge found for the 
plaintiff on the contractual is- 
sues, holding that a further 
£1,400 was due from the de- 
fendant He also found that the 
plaintiff had not intended to ac- 
cept the £150 in full settlement, 
but nevertheless held that his 
doing so had compromised his 
claim by a binding accord and 
satisfaction. 

It was dear that the judge did 

not address his mind to the 
fact that the sending of the 
cheque for £150 was an un- 
qualified admission of liability, 
nor to the significance of such 
an admission. 

An open admission of mon- 
ey due was something quite dif- 
ferent from an offer of a sum 
in compromise. It was manifest 
that the formal admission on 
form N9B was not made with- 
out prejudice as pari of an of- 


fer to compromise, but was 
properly before the court on 
the quesliou of liability. 

The judge erred in law in than 
he did not consider the legal w 
significance of the fact that ihe 
defendant had unequivocally 
admitted Liability for ihe sum 
paid by cheque, and was not 
giving the plaintiff anv addi- 
tional benefit on top of ii lat 
Therefore there was in law m > 
consideration for the accord 
suggested. 

Nor did the judge pav regard 

to the scheme of thc'Couniv 
Court Rules governing case’s 
where an admission was cou- 
pled wiih an assertion that the 
remainder of the claim had 
been paid. Against thai back- 
ground, il was wrong to con- 
clude that the cashing of ihe 
cheque, sent as a result of a 
formal and unqualified admis- 
sion on the pleadings, consti- 
tuted “a clear and unequivocal 
acceptance that no further sum 
was due" because of a side let 
ter seeking to impose a term for 
which there was no considera- 
tion once admission had been 
made. 

Had he directed himself 
properly, he would inevitably 
have decided that there was n . , 
binding accord. 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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f Labour must come clean on monetary union 
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T here is something rather pecu- 
liar about the Conservative Party 
quite probably throwing away 
the next election in order to keep open 
an option that Britain almost certainly 
will not take up. It is even more strange 
that the issue is one which bores the 
pants off most voters. 

American political consultants ask 
how an issue “plays in Peoria”, the 
archetypal Midwest small town. The 
Sun this week confirmed how the 
single European currency plays in our 
equivalent, Basildon. Its Mori poll in 
The Town Where The Last Election 
Was Lost found 64 per cent opposed to 
replacing the pound with the euro. But 
The Sun's Europhobic glee was tem- 
pered by another finding: that Europe 
ranked only ninth in the list of issues 
bothering the voters there. However, 
the phobes are right at least in this: that 
the question is one of the most impor- 
tant facing the country, and that the 
voters ought to bother about it more. 

The other peculiarity of the Tory 
■Party's protracted suicide is that 
Labour is just as unclear about pre- 
cisely the same issue. Although Tony 
Blair is not under the same pressure 
from his own party to rule out adopt- 
ing the euro when it is launched in two 
years’ time, he seems just as evasive 
with the voters. Partly that is because 
the Tories are in government, while 
Labour still enjoys some of the irre- 
sponsibility of opposition. But the main 


reason why the Ibries are so much 
more divided than Labour is because 
the split is not really about the narrow 
question of whether or not to join in 
monetary union on 1 January 1999. For 
the Tories, much more than for Labour, 
the real issue is the terms of our mem- 
bership of the European Union. It is 
becoming increasingly clear that if the 
Ibries lose the election they wiQ go into 
the following election under a Euro- 
sceptic leader pledged to “renegotiate” 
die terms of Britain’s membership. This 
is what lends its particular unreality to 
Kenneth Clarke’s campaign to keep the 
1999 option open. 

Which brings ns to the party which 
seems at present more likely to form 
the government next spring. There is 
at least a case for arguing that Mr 
Blair’s stance on monetary union prob- 
ably now matters more to people's 
everyday future lives than Mr Major's 
views, which matter more to the future 
of the Conservative Party. So what is 
Labour’s position? Last month, Gor- 
don Brown promised that there would 
be a referendum if a Labour govern- 
ment wanted to join in the next parl- 
iament. This was significan t mainl y as 
confirmation that Britain is very 
unlikely to join in the first wave. Pub- 
lic opinion is not ready for it - unlike 
other European countries, where the 
derision was made when the Maastricht 
Treaty was signed in 1993. The British 
may not care that much about Europe, 


but they know what they don’t like. 
And, frankly, the British economy is not 
ready for it either. 

But something else important has 
happened in the last few months. Two 
of the Shadow Cabinet’s leading 
doubters have decided that Britain 
cannot afford to remain outside the 
single currency for long. Robin Cook, 
the shadow Foreign Secretary, said last 
month: “If a single currency proceeds 
I personally very much doubt whether 
it is possible in the medium term for 
Britain to stay out.” This could mean 
joining in a “delayed first wave” with 
Italy, in. say, 2002. David Blunkett, 


another former sceptic who is likely to 
be a powerful figure in a Labour Cab- 
inet, agrees. As a result, John Prescott, 
who described himself bluntly as “not 
a fan of the single currency” during the 
party’s leadership election two years 
ago, would have to fail into line. 

Indeed it may no longer be strictly 
relevant what Labour politicians think 
of the single currency. Note that we 
have not heard for some time that the 
party is “in favour in principle". 
Instead, the line is that it could have 
benefits, but there are also disadvan- 
tages. The terms of the debate have 
shifted, because the single currency is 


now almost certain to go ahead. 

But it is not too late to influence 
many of the important decisions about 
its launch. This week Helmut Kohl and 
Jacques Chirac foiled to resolve their 
differences over France's demand for 
a more politically accountable Euro- 
pean Central Bank. This is an oppor- 
tunity for Mr Blair, because it is also 
Labour’s policy that EU finance min- 
isters should set the rules under which 
the Central Bank operates. .And it is not 
just an opportunity for Mr Blair - it is 
also an opportunity for Europe. We are 
doubtful about the single currency in 
part because we are concerned that the 
policies of the Central Bank would be 
out of the reach of democratically 
elected governments. Mr Clark repeat- 
ed ty asserted yesterday that it was 
essential that the Government continue 
being invoked in the negotiations to 
protect and advance Britain’s interests. 
But it is likely to be up to his Labour 
shadow to take the discussions forward. 

Still, Labour would have very' little 
time to engage in the negotiations if it 
were elected in May. That is why the 
leadership should start preparing vot- 
ers now for the choices ahead. For too 
long, Mr Blair has followed in the 
Prime Minister's slipstream, while 
accusing him of being led by Ion* 
sceptics. Mr Cook's statement is an 
important Gist step in being honest with 
the people, but we need to know more 
about what Labour intends. It has a 


chance lo move the EU a little way 
towards the European Confederacy 
which we advocate, in which w e dump 
the semi-mystical goal of “evcr-closer 
union - , and in which a single currency 
could be subjected to democratic con- 
trols so that the peoples of Europe feel 
that they still have a say in their des- 
tiny. We want to hear about that, loud 
and clear, from Labour's top table. 

This time Willetts 
gets it right 

J aws dropped. MPs muttered "dis- 
graceful”. They weren’t referring to 
David Willetts s behaviour, but to the 
Committee on Standards and Privileges 
which condemned him and triggered his 
resignation from the Government. Isn't 
this bizarre? The man was caught red- 
handed trying to manipulate the Com- 
mons investigation into the “cash-tor - 
questions” affair, and pretended to the 
committee that he was doing nothing of 
the sort. Of course he was right to resign 
But in a government stuffed full* of 
ministers such as Messrs Lyell and 
Whlde grave, who have hung on in spite 
of far more questionable behaviour. Mr 
Wi Metis's resignation is remarkable 
indeed. Let us applaud his derision lo 
go with the same vigour with which we 
condemned his original misdemeanour. 
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Painting’s not 
the only art. 
Sir Denis 

i Sin There was much to be thankful 

.kr when Sir Denis Mahon's 
. generous bequest was announced 
(“A£25m art gift to the nation ... 
with strings attached”, 3 
December). Not only will it 
transform the representation of 
Italian Baroque painting in our 
public collections, it will also 
embarrass the Government due to 

be withdrawn if museums are 
. . underfunded or sell works from 
their permanent collections. 

But now that more details have 
emerged, the bequest gives cause. 

.. for concern. Sir Denis’s terms seem 
unacceptable - or at least, they 
ought not be acceptable to the 
National Art Collections Fund, 
which will own the paintings and 
ensure that his wishes are 
respected. 

According to this month’s-^ 

. Newspaper, the NACF will have to 
' withdraw pictures from any 
institution which sold any painting 
from its permanent collection: “Sir 
Denis's condition refers only to the 
^ sale of paintings." Indeed, the 
T donor proudly announced on the 
Radio 4 Today programme that he 
was a “paintings man" - as though 
this were a mark of distinction. 

As it stands, if the National 
Gallery of Scotland or the 
Ashmolean were to deaccession 
. their Bernini sculptures or Poussin 
• drawings, the NACF would not 
•* automatically be obliged to 

withdraw the Mahon pictures they 
are receiving, whereas if they 
deaccessioned their Poussin 
paintings, it would. 

As a charitable trust that 
acquires art in all media (recent 
acquisitions range from the Becket 
casket and a Chippendale writing 
desk to Can ova’s Three Graces and 
a video installation by Bill Viola) 
the NACF should not endorse a 
bequest that sanctions a hierarchy 
of art forms, with painting pre- 
. eminent. 

■ Its chairman. Sir Nicholas 
• ' ■ Goodison (a distinguished scholar 
of English furniture in general and 
barometers in particular), should 
ask Sir Denis to think again. It 
would be wrong if a bequest 
intended to draw attention to the 
philistinism of the British 
government should be marred by a 
philistinism of its own. 

JAMES HALL 

London SWII 


Sky failing to 
back Europe 

Sin David Elstein (“Channel 5 
chief dishes up the other half of the 
Sky debate". 3 December) claims 
that “Sky’s entertainment channels 
already offer more than 40 per cent 
EC content”. The Department of 
National Heritage's own figures 
show that only Sky One is projected 
lo go over 40 per cent in the year 
1996-7. Other channels such as Sky 
Strap cany nugatory EU contenL 
Mr Elstein goes on to assert that 
Channel 4 “onW managed 50 per 
cent". The actual figure from the 
most recent annual report was 58 
percent - and much higher during 
peak horns. 

Mr Elstein argues that second- 
hand TV content is as cheap from 

Europe as it is from the United 
Slates. It isn’L American 
companies have large production 
slocks, often with high production 

values, that can be sold into 
European markets cheaply. By this 
stage, the production costs have 



already been recovered in the 
home US markeL 

He argues that 51 per cent EU 
quotas would offer no industrial, 
cultural or consumer benefits. 

Since 1990, the deficit in the audio- 
visual market between the EU and 
the US has grown from virtually 
nothing to 56.3bn.The growth in 
the number of TV channels has not 
been accompanied by a growth in 
European TV contenL New 
unregulated channels such as Sky 
have chosen to import programmes 
from the US because they are 
cheaper. Had they used European 
programmes, it could have created 
thousands of jobs throughout the 
EU. If the UK government were to 
enforce EU quotas, BSkyB would 
have to invest over £50m in our 
cultural industries in the same way 
as Canal Plus invests £S0m in 
French and European TV content 
CAROLE TONGUE MEP 
(London East. Lab) 

Ilford, Essex 


Doctor jailed for 
woman’s choice 


me S uzann e Moore! 
“Speaking up for the 
>rtion" (6 December) is 
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monstration against die 
to imprisonment of a 
ir, Alec Bourne, who 
an abortion on a 
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rific conditions). But 
nade it public, to try 
awchauged. 
i these pro-lifers, many 


of whom are men, tell us women we 
have no choice in the matter? What 
doesa man know anyway about the 
agonising choice a woman with an 
unwanted pregnancy has to make? 
We pro-choice rs should speak out 
before it is too late. 

Mrs PL COHEN 
London NW3 

Sir: Suzanne Moore refers to an 
opinion poll finding that "72 per 
cent of both Conservative and 
Labour supporters said that a 
candidate’s stance on abortion 
would not alter the way they 
voted”. 

Ms Moore claims this as 
evidence that there is no mileage in 
candidates making an issue of 
abortion. 

On the contrary, it is highly 
significant that 28 per cent of voters 
are liable to change their vote on an 
issue which all parties try to sweep 
under the carpel- 1 suspect that this 
is a for higher percentage than 
those who might change their vote 
over, say, a single European 
currency. 

ALANPAVELIN 
CJnslehiast, Kent 

Mixed faiths can 
help marriage 

Sir; David Schneider may have 
written a fictional play about 
mixed- faith relationships 
(“Splitting image”, 3 December), 
but the situation is a reality for 
numerous couples in Britain today, 
including nearly 50 per cent of all 


Jews and 72 per cent of Catholics, 
while the Church of England has 
drawn up special guidelines for the 
rapidly growing number of cases its 
ministers are faring. 

Mixed-faith marriages can have 
two unexpectedly positive 
consequences: one is for those 
involved to rediscover their 
previously dormant faith, precisely 
because they have to take 
responsibility for explaining it to 
theur partner and passing it on to 
any children. 

The other result is that those 
who discuss in advance how the 
religious and cultural differences 
will affect future life together, end 
up ty strengthening their 
relationship and avoiding many 
domestic pitfalls into which even 
same-faitn couples can fall. 

Rabbi Dr JONATHAN ROMAIN 
Maidenhead Synagogue 
Maidenhead, Berkshire 

Food research 
used fair sample 

Sin Emily Green (“Korma karma", 
5 December) refers disparagingly 
to the “grandly titled" Economic 
and Social Research Council; well, 
it is the major (govenunen t- 
fuiided) body which provides 
support for social-scientific 
research in this country. 

She then criticises the size of the 
sample used in some research on 
food habits, comparing it with the 
size of a cinema preview audience, 
in apparent ignorance of the well- 
established mathematical logic of 


formal sampling, which means that 
a sample of that size - it and only 
if, chosen in appropriate ways - can 
indeed give an adequate estimate 
of the numbers in the whole 
population from which it is drawn 
who have the characteristics ou 
which data is collected. 

JENNIFER PLAIT 
Professor of Sociology 
University of Sussex 
Brighton 

Why smoke hoods 
are dangerous 

Sin Mis William Wordsworth, 
writing after the Channel Tunnel 
fire (letter, 10 December), is 
incorrect in her belief that masks or 
smoke hoods would be provided to 
passengers on an airliner in the 
event of fire. She may be confusing 
smoke hoods with the oxygen 
masks provided to passengers in 
the event of sudden 
depressurisation of the aircraft at 
high altitude. 

Following the fatal Boeing 737 
fire at Manchester airport in 1985, 
the Air Accidents Investigation 
Branch recommended that the 
Civil Aviation Authority urgently 
consider requiring smoke-hoods to 
be carried. After extensive 
research, the CAA concluded that 
carrying them was not justified. 

There is strong evidence that far 
from assisting passengers to exit 
the aircraft, smoke hoods would 
hinder them. Having tried out one 
of the better hoods on the markeL 1 
have some sympathy with that view. 
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They are time-consuming to put on 
and. once donned, greatly reduce 
vision, impair hearing and cause 
general clumsiness - all crucial 
matters in an evacuation. 1 suspect 
that all very young and many 
elderly passengers would find them 
virtually impossible to use in an 
emergency. I know of nobody in 

professional aviation who has 
acquired his own hood to take on 
flights. 

KIERAN DALY 
fligtu International 
Siuion, Surrey 


Roman verdict 

Sir: I was skimming through the 
Latin proverbs and sayings in my 
dictionary of quotations when my 
eye was arrested by the word 
“Major”. The quotation was from 
Tacitus (Hist, 1. 49): Major prhrato 
vans, dum privatus -fiat. et omnium 
consensu capax imperii, nisi 
imperasseL 

This was translated as: “He 
seemed greater than a private 
citizen while he was one, and by the 
consent of ail would have been 
considered capable of government, 
if he had not governed." Naff saidl 
NESTAROSS 
Prestwick, Manchester 


Profit on guns 

Sir I see that the taxpayer is to pay 
£150m compensation for the 
destruction of 160,000 firearms 
(“Tory gun-ban rebels fail to win 
more cash", 5 Dec). This works out 
at £937.50 per gun and would seem 
to offer a healthy profit to most 
gun -owners. Why? 

JC DAVISON 
Hertford 


Wild salmon at 
risk of extinction 

Sir It is estimated that a total of 
around 300 ions of wild salmon 
reached the LIK market last year, 
either to be sold fresh or lo go for 
smoking. That compares to 
landings ol farmed fish out of 
Scotland totalling close to 70.000 
tons. 

Salmon, fresh and smoked, is 
becoming something of a 
Christinas tradition, as is the 
annual habit of food writers lo 
discourse on the subject. Tills year 
there has been an overwhelming 
chorus from the food pages of most 
national newspapers that wild 
salmon is best. “Insist on it in your 
fishmongers and restaurant." 

This is a debatable point. 
Certainly a fresh-run salmon is a 
magnificent work of nature and 
perhaps a prize for the gourmet. 

Yer ihe poor, bruised salmon that 
has flailed itself to death in a net is 
much less of a trophy, us is the 
exhausted fish caught high up the 
river after weeks of starvation. Wild 
salmon that reach the market are of 
variable quality and of course most 
will have been frozen, for it Is a 
short season. 

Yet this is not the main point. It is 
far more important to realise that wild 
salmon are desperately rare. To make 
a cachet of this rarity will certainly seal 
their terminal decline within three or 
four years, perhaps less. 

The message to the consumer 
should be to stick with formed 
salmon, at least for the lime being. 
Find out as much as you can about 
the environmental and welfare 
credentials of the supplier and then 
go for Ihe best. Generally the 
quality Is very high. 

In the long run the proliferation 
of salmon farming cannot be seen 
as sustainable. It Is too reliant on 
factory fishing to produce its feeds. 
The long-term answer Is to restore 
the wild salmon to the huge 
resource that it once was. and in 
this the salmon farm industry cun 
play a key role in hatching and 
releasing' wild stock. 

This is not pie in the sky. It just 
needs good organisation and a 
moratorium on fishing. One major 
initiative is already under way. 
There are good grounds for ' 
optimism, but iris crucial chat we 
preserve the few remaining wild 
salmon as the last of the seed com. 
Otherwise they are lost for ever. 

ANDREW LANE 

Loch Fyne Oysters Ltd 
.Irtffdnglos, Argyll 


Do as you say 

Sin The time has come for a 
Citizen's Charter for Politicians - 
both local and national - where 
manifesto promises are linked to 
measurable outcomes and time 
scales, and failure to meet these are 
subject to financial penalties, to be 
met by the politicians themselves. 
Let’s use this as an opportunity to 
disentangle "promises" from wish 
lists as we face the genera! election. 
BEATRICE FRAENKEL 
Liverpool 


Come back, Celts 

Sin In view of the pressures existing 
for the return of native lands to the 
North American “Indians", 
Australian Aborigines and other 
tribes worldwide, should not the 
Cornish and the Welsh (‘ The Sons 
of Cornwall are on the march", 9 
December) unite in seeking die 
return of the native lands from 
which their ancestors were driven, 
ie England? 

DEREK HOLMAN. 

Weald, Kent 
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to believe only they are 
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■ B ^siIhouetted 

m W against the 
snows of the 

Rosenganen mountain. Ben- 
edict Gramm, a portly, pros- 
perous fellow, is standing on 
the ground below. Nearby, 
Gramm trucks, which have 
just sped across the Alps, and 
through the Brenner pass, are 
unloading marmalade and 
fizzy water. “Whatever people 
want I can get it for them,” he 
chuckles, boasting that he can 
supply every German tourist 
who comes to the South Tyrol 
with their favourite mar- 
malade for breakfast. 

We are talking about Euro- 
pean integration. “In principle 
it is a good thing,” he says, 
somewhat hesitantly as we wan- 
der over to the apple-packing 
warehouse. “Anyway, the inten- 
tions are good.” 

Mr G ramm dearly knows 
all about the benefits of the sin- 
gle market “You see, we have 
always been on a great trading 
route here,' 1 he says, recalling 
the powerful free-traders of 
the 18th century, who used to 
transport spices from Venice, 
and through the Brenner pass 
to Augsburg. Nearby, they are 
putting apples in packs con- 
taining special C02 gas, which 
preserves the Golden Delicious 
for up to eight months. 

And Mr Gr amm knows all 
about integration. The South 
Tyrol was carved off from Aus- 
tria and given to Italy at the end 
of the First World War. It is a 
bilingual province, with a minor- 
ity of Italians and a majority 
German -speaking population. 
He knows all about the need for 

open borders too. Mr G ramm is 

about to head off to Munich (for 
a Tyrolean craft fair), speeding 
across the Austrian and German 
frontiers without so much as a 
passport checL 

With a feather in his 
Tyrolean hat, Mr Gramm looks 
like the very model of a mod- 
ern European citizen who 
would vote “Yes” to greater 
union every time. Or would he? 
As we are talking, news comes 
in of trouble on the Brenner 
pass. South Tyrolean dairy 
fanners are blocking the road 
in protest over a drop in their 
milk exports, which they blame 
on a rising lira caused by fol- 
lowing Italy's efforts to join the 
single currency. “There is a lot 
of fear of the euro," says Mr 
Gramm. “And people don’t like 
this Euro-tax at all.” 

We go to Mr Gramm’s office 
to establish whether any 
Gramm trucks are stuck in the 
jam. He says the traffic on the 
Brenner pass is getting worse. 


But across the Continent, people are resisting the 

rush towards greater mt^ration. They wo^ 

about the erosion of local and national riifW nrea 

and are angry about not being consulted by the 

pro-Brussels political elite. Sarah Helm reports 


support i 

Nervo 


I ask whether this might be 
partly due to the increased 
□umber of trucks, carrying Ger- 
man marmalade, which are get- 
ting stuck alongside inreeased 
numbers of tourist buses, car- 
rying the Germans who will eat 
the marmalade. “No,” laughs 
Mr. Gramm. “It is because 
Europe will not pay for a tun- 
nel under the Brenner pass.” 

Mr Gramm believes the 
rights of the farmers must be 
protected, if local culture and 
the Alpine environment is to be 
preserved. And Europe is not 
helping. The problem is that 
the Common Agricultural Pol- 
icy has favoured Bavarian milk 
producers, and the South 
Tyrolean mountain farmers are 
going out of business. Above 
Mr Gramm is a picture of a 
South Tyrolean cow munching 
buttercups in happier times. 

At the Dublin summit tomor- 
row, European heads of gov- 
ernment will talk a lot about the 
need to listen to the concerns of 
such European “citizens” as 
Mr Gramm. A draft treaty will 
be presented entitled: “Adapt- 
ing the European Union for the 
benefits of its peoples and 
preparing it for the future.” 
And the leaders will try to pre- 
sent the treaty as “user-friendly” 
by congratulating the drafters 
on the clarity of the text. They 
will upheld new proposals on 
“transparency”, which is Euro- 
jargon for open government. 

The draft treaty will also 
make new proposal for enforc- 
ing “subsidiarity”, which is 
Euro-jargon for effective deci- 
sinn- malnng at the most local 
level possible. Bui while making 
these concessions to the “citi- 
zen's” needs, the political 61ite, 
which is designing Europe's 
future, will nevertheless take lit- 
tle note of the real fears and 
doubts of ordinary people. 

The British haw been led to 
believe that it is only they who 
are sceptical towards Europe. 
In fact, shades of Euro- 
septirism can be found right 
across the continent. In other 
member states the debate is 
less confrontational - it is not 
about “them and us”. But 
opinion polls show that mil- 
lions of European citizens are 
confused and fearful about 
developments in Europe. 


An average of just 58 per 
cent of all European Union cit- 
izens think membership of the 
union is a “good thing”. In 
many countries the figure is far 
lower. In Sweden, for example, 
only 22 per cent of people say 
membership is a good thing, a 
far lower proportion than in 
Britain where the figure is 
about 37 per cent. Curiously, 
British support for EU mem- 
bership suddenly went up to 43 
per cent last July, in the after- 
math of the “beef war”. r 
In Germany and France opin- 
ion hovers between 50 per cent 
and 60 percent; the biggest sup- 
porters of the EU are always 
found in Lxrxemboarg, where 70 
per cent of people like being 
part of the EU. 



Meet Santo. 


Presents are his speciality. 
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like Santo, we will be trying to 
spread an extra bit of 
happiness this Christmas. 


Midland Bank, Forward Trust, Griffin 
Credit Services and Swan National have 
decided not to send Christmas cards to 
customers this year. Instead, as in 1 995, we are 
donating the money to three worthy causes 
associated with the hue spirit of Christmas. 

Normally we spend £75,000 on cards and 
postage but by donating £25.000 each to 
Sense, Abheyfield and Turning Point we 
hope to spread a little happiness to somebody 
else this Christmas. 
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Austrians is the coming, of the 
enro. In Germany people are 
also fed up that their country has 
to pay Europe's Mis. 

Signs of widespread antipathy 
to European integration can 
also be measured by the 
increase in anti-European sto- 
ries that appear in the Conti- 
nental press. British newspa- 
pers are often accused of writi g 
“Euro-myths” - such as “EU 
says fishermen to wear hair- 
nets,” which recently appeared 
in the tabloids. Now Continen- 
tal papers have developed an 
appetite for such stories. The 
Finns recently accused Brus- 
sels of trying to harmonise the 


6 Grassroots 
grumblings can 
be heard on 
every European 
street and in 
every bar 5 


Strikes and protests in 
France, Belgium, Italy and 
Greece about austerity mea- 
sures, taken by their govern- 
ments ahead of monetary 
union, have focused attention 
of the growing fear of the euro. 
Meanwhile the noises of less 
specific grassroots gr umb lin g s 
can be heard on every Euro- 
pean street and in every Euro- 
pean- bar. The most common 
complaints are that European 
integration is moving “too fast” 
and that the voice of ordinary 
people is “not heard”. 

In France people tend to rail 
against “les technocrats’' ot Brus- 
sels. “We are European but we 
don’t know what It is,” says 
Marcel VHroi, a shopkeeper in 
Bordeaux. “Brussels is too far 
away” is a constant refrain. 
“Europe is for big business,” Is 
another regular complainL “The 
utlra-liberals wul break 
Europe," says an Aquitaine 
mayor. The Danes think Europe 
is snnply interfering in too many 
policy areas, while a prime con- 
cern of the Germans and the 


while the Swedes read a 
scare about cat fitter regulations. 

Throughout the Continent 
there isaj 

“regio oaf" input into i 
government. Alienation 
the existing European institu- 
tions is bringing calls for more 
“local” decision-making 
through a “Europe of the 
Regions”, and a reaffirmation of 
local aihnral identity to counter 
Brussels hannomsation. 

Until the eady Nineties tire 
majority of Cbrranental Euro- 
peans were largely enthusiastic 

about Europe. Ordinary people 

did not understand what drear 
leaders got up to in Brussels. 
Unlike the British, however, 
they were ready to accept that 
integration was for the greater 
good, and was intended, above 
afldse, to prevent farther wars. 
The Continentals found few rea- 
sons to complain, because tire 
political integration that was 
und e r way didnot impact nndnly 
an everyday life, But with imple- 
mentation of the single market 
m the late Eighties, the first seri- 
ous complaints were beard. 

While big business seemed to 
benefit from new cross-border 
trade, ordinary people began to 
feel the impact of integration as 
multiple regulations on every- 
thing from health and safety 
standards to recipes for mar- 
malade became subject to har- 
monisation. It was not, how- 
ever, until 1992, when the 
Maastricht treaty was signed, 
that people began to question 
the value of a union at all. 

The impenetrable text, nego- 
tiated with almost no public 
consultation, proved a massive 
turn-off. The Danish voted 
“No” to Maastricht in a refer- 
endum, and the French only 
narrowly accepted the treaty. 
According to Brussels surveys, 
public support for membership 
of the EU has barely recovered 
since Maastricht 

The bureacrats of Brussels 
and political leadship in mem- 
ber states argue that public 
disaffection with the union is 
easily exaggerated, and is a 
symptom of economic prob- 
lems which have nothing to do 
with “Europe”. They fail to 


acknowledge, however, that in 
many countries there is no 
political voice for the frustra- 
tion, hi Germany 60 per peatbf 
the populace opposes the coro 
but both main political parties 
: it. • ; ‘ ■ 

Nervousness about Wnch- 
ing Europe-wide campaigns an 
either die euro or the the new 
EU treaty show how wary the 
decision-makers arc of public 
reaetkm. Brut the need to secure 
wider public support for the 
next round of integration has 
been acknowledged. Horst 
Tfeltchik, who was Helmut 
Kohl’s key adviser during the 
negotiation of Maastricht, 
concedes that public opinion 
was ignored during the 1992 
negotiations. “It was crazy to 
ask people to vote for a treaty 
that they could not understand. 
We were too self-confident We 
should have explained more 
than we did,” be says today. But 
Europe 1 is still p ro vin g hard to 
sell. The European Commis- 
sion has recently launched 
“Europe by satellite”, which 
allows “the citizens® to time in 
to day-to-day developments in 
. Brussels. The problem is that 
nobody wants to buy the dish. 

A “rapid reaction” unit has 
been set up in the information 
directorate of the Commission 
specifically to react to and 
counter the Euro-myths. But 
the myths are being spun so fast 
that me staff find it hard to 
cope. The European parlia- 
ment has this year laundied a 
“Europe is what yon make it” 
campaign in every member 
state, add the socialist group - 
the laigest in the parliament - 
now puis its policy ideas on die 
Internet* However, the evi- 
dence suggests that knowledge 
of the way Europe works does 
not necessarily lead to affection 
for the upsim. Danes always 
score the highest maikes when 
it comes to nnderstandini ' 
process of 
menL But todajfc? 
cent' 

ship of the EU is a good thing. 

Even in Germany it is no 
longer taboo for political fig- 
ures to attack Europe. 
Edmund Stoiber, the powerful 
president of Bavaria, increas- 
ingly attacks Brussels in bis 
speeches. “If you criticise 
Europe you are condemned as 
a Euro-sceptic. This is unfair,” 
he said at a recent meeting in 
Brussels. “It must be possible 
to to utter criticism without 
being condemned as a Euro- 
sceptic. Europe must be closer 
to the needs of the citizen.” 

As Europe beads for a major 
new round of integration and 
adoption of the single currency, 
all me signs are that Continen- 
tal Europeans such as Mr 
Gramm in South Tyrol will con- 
tinue to feel confused by Brus- 
sels decision-makmg- 

Mr Giamm feds alienated by ‘ 
Brussels but also semes that he 
must increasingly answer to 
Europe’s laws. In the apple- 
packing factory, for example/- 
costly new machinery has been 
installed to stamp EU-approved 

sell-by dates. And Brussels now 
■wants hotels to start a census of 
afi tourists, which will be costly 
and very time-consuming. 
“These things are not their* 
business,” says Mr Gramm. 


Compere and contrast: me and the band 


T his coming Friday I 
have to go out briefly 
on the stage of the 
Queen Elizabeth Hall and 
initiate the proceedings of a 
jazz concert which Stan 
Hacey is giving to mark his 
70th birthday. Do a bit of 
comparing. Chat for a while 
if there is a hiatus. And 
already there is a part of me 
wishing I hadn't said I would 
do h. 

Introducing a jazz concert 
is not exactly climbing 
Everest, but it is still one of 
the most thankless tasks in 
the world. The people who 
have turned up to Listen to 
any jazz concert are 
generally knowledgeable and 
sensible, so when someone 
who is clearly not one of the 
musicians comes through the 
curtain or shuffles on stage 

and approaches the mike, 

the general feeling among 
the audience is: “Whoever 
be is, why doesn't he get off 
and let the musicians on V 
1 1 have had to do this from 
time to time ever the years 
and, however nice it is to be 
asked, it is never much fun 
to do. Someone has got to 
do it, however, because very 
few jazz musicians enjoy 
talking to an audience, and it 


helps if someone tries to 
establish a rapport. I had a 
conversation once with Chris 
Pyne, the jazz trombonist, 
who told me about the time 
he was asked to join a group 
called Coe Wheeler & Co. 

“They didn't really need a 
trombonist,” he said. “The 
line-up was fine as It was - 
trumpet, tenor, rhythm 
section. So why me? Well, it 
gradually dawned on me 
that everyone in the band 
was very shy. Kenny 
Wheeler on trumpet Shy. 
Tbny Coe. Hardly says 
anything. I think the pianist 
was John Taylor. Not very 
forthcoming. Whereas I am 
quite happy chatting. And ft 
suddenly dawned on me one 
day that the only real reason 
I had been asked to join the 
group was to make the 

announcements ...” 

Even when you aren’t on 
stage, yon can be in trouble, 

I was once asked to write the 
programme notes for a Loi 
Coxhill concert Lol CorinD, 
if you don't know, is a * 
soprano saxophonist who not* . 

unacrorapanled (I once ^ 
came oat of a Count Basie 
concert at the Odeon, 
Hammersmith,' and found 



Miles 

Kington 


CoxhiH busking, beautifully, 
on the pavement outside) 
but has a caustic attitude to 
any more conventional 
approaches. Anyway, I 
attended the concert for 
which I had written the 
appreciative notes and was 
somewhat puzzled when, 
before he even started 
playing, Lol pulled a 
programme out of his pocket 
and proceeded to readout 
to the audience every word I 
had written in a pretend 
Pseud's Corner kind of 
voice, making it plain he 
didn’t think as much of it as 
I did. I didn’t think the scorn 


was deserved, but then I 
would say that, wouldn’t I? 

It isn’t much better 
backstage, because the so- 
called compare is with 
musicians with whom he has 
no artistic right to be 
mingling. I once got involved 
in introducing a jazz concert 
at the Edinburgh Jazz 
Festival which featured the 
National Youth Jazz 
Orchestra and American 

trumpeter Red Rodney in a 

tribute to Woody Herman, 
and 1 can remember 
wandering round backstage 
occasionally tiying to talk to 
the star musicians I was 
rubbing shoulders with, and 
finding it difficult because 
they hadn’t the faintest idea 
who I was. The one moment 
I remember with great 
clarity was when the veteran 
Red Rodney found himself 
on stage playing against the 
young British trumpeter in 
the band, Gerard Presenccr, 
and finding it extremely hard 
to make any headway against 
the brilliant youngster. 

“My God!” exclaimed 
Rodney when he came off 
stage. “Why isn’t that young 
kid out gening girls in 
trouble, instead ofshowinc 
me up like that?” 


So why did I agree to go ' 
and say a few words at Stun 1 
Tracey’s 70th birthday 
concert? To get a chance to 
hear Stan for free, of course. 
Or rather, to blackmail 
myself into goings When you 
live near Bristol, you tend 
not to go w London for an 
evening out unless you force 
yourself to, and although 
Stan Tracey’s piano is still 
one of the joys of British 
music. I haven’t heard him 
live for years - or hadn’t till 
last Sunday, when he 
happened to be in Bristol 
playing with his Quartet at 
the Albert, Bristol's great 
jazz pub. And with him on 
trumjwt he had the very 
same Gerard Presenccr I 
heard in Edinburgh some 10 
years ago, still boyish- 
looking but a wonderfully 
mature player now. 

The Bristol puh gig was 
being filmed for HTV. 1 
don’t think the BBC or 
anyone else has anv plans to * 

record the QEH concert 
tomorrow. Maybe London 
tout are slower off the mark ’ 
man down hero in the West 
Country. Anyway, ifLondon . 
[oik knew their business 
tiwy should have given him 
a knighthood by now. • 


< 
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Self-regulation 


scores a victory 
in the House 


H as the House of Com- 
mons done something 
right for once? There 
could hardly be a worse time 
for John Major to lose one of 
the ablest members of his gov- 
ernment. But (hat isn't really 
the point The outcome of the 
inquiry, the first by the newly 
formed, post-Nolan Commit- 
tee on Standards and Privi- 
leges . may prove to be at once 
more important and longer- 
lasting than the mere fate of a 
single minister. 

David Willerts will probably 
bounce back in the long term, 
not least because, unusually 
and promptly, he resigned yes* 

t rday. Bui tbere’s just a 
ance that yesterday's brutally 
succinct report will start to 
change the culture of the 
House of Commons. At long 
iasL And for the better. 

A unanimous recommend- 
ation of the committee is that 
in future it should hear evi- 
dence on oath. If that is 
accepted - and it should be - 
it will underpin the authority of 
the Commons daim to regulate 
itself. It could, as some Tories 
were quietly pointing out yes- 
terday, constrain Mohamed A1 
Fayed if and when he gives evi- 
dence on the cash for questions 
allegations against Neil HamiJ- 
ion?But it should also encour- 
age MPs not to cover up for themselves and - 
however loyally - for each other. 

There is a human story here. An imaginative 
political intellectual is propelled, against his 
natural inclinations, into the introverted club- 
biness of the whips' office. Never mind that a 
government not exactly overburdened with 
articulate thinkers might have found a more 



Donald 

Madntye 


Evidence on 
oath should 


encourage 
MRsnotto 
cover up for 
themselves 
-and each 
other 


There is more to come. Prob- 
ably after Christinas it will siart 
to examine the case of Andrew 
Mitchell, the whip who actually 
served on the committee, who 
consulted Che Registrar of 
Members' Interests about his 
assessment of the Hamilton 
case, and then passed on the 
information to the Chief Whip 
with the comment: “Not very 
helpful, Tra afraid.’' 

In some ways the Mitchell 
case will be different - and not 
just because he enjoys more 
backbench popularity than Wil- 
letts, who suffers from what 
many lories regard as the vice 
of cleverness. 

Also a whip at the time, 
Mitchell was openly a member 
of the committee. It’s surely 
indefensible for a whip to be on 
a backbench committee of the 
legislature. But not a Labour 
wmp, indeed not a single MP of 
any party, complained at the 
time he was appointed. If any- 
one had objected, his appoint- 
ment would probably have been 
blocked. It demonstrates how 
decadent the custom and prac- 
tice bad become, that no one 
did. And that’s part of what 
may now start to change. 

This report won't stop whips 
being whips, or oiling the 
wheels of Select Committees to 
suit the Government- And cyn- 
ics win say that it will just make them more 
careful about getting caught. But it will make 
them more hesitant about trying to suborn 
inquiries into complaints about MPs. 

As it happens, this inquiry wasn't on a 
Nolan-type issue. This was the new Standards 
and Privileges Committee acting not on sleaze 
but on an old-fashioned issue of parliamentary 


-tseful role for him. It was an appointment that privilege - interference in the independence 
4ns supposed to “knock him into shape", to of MPs. But because it was the first inquiry by 
give him a taste of low politics and, no doubt, a new committee that will deal with sleaze in 


a sense of his own limitations. Perhaps exactly 
because he isn’t a natural whip, he acts the 
over-eager new boy and does his best to help 
the willing chairman of a quasi-judicial com- 
mittee to deal with an embarrassing scandal in 
a way the Government would like. Or so it 
looks from a note that he writes for the Chief 


the future, it was a critically important test. 
Dale Campbell Savours, the most experi- 
enced inquisitor on the Labour.side - and a 
one-time believer in external regulation - cer- 


tainly thinks the process worked. 
The ii 


Whip immediately after a conversation with 
the Committee chair 


chairman. Sir Geoffrey John- 
son Smith.' - : - 

Two years later the note becomes public and 
Willetts, now a pivotal if mdefle- ranking min- 
ister, denies in evidence to a Select Commit- 
tee that that’s what he was doing, or that it was 
what Sir Geoffrey wanted him to do. Sir Geof- 
frey, in evidence, likewise denies that he had 
been seeking help from the Government But 
the committee decides that Willetts’ memo was 
a lot more accurate than either his - or, for that 
matter. Sir Geoffrey's - evidence to the com- 
mittee. Willetts is severely censured for “dis- 
sembling" to the committee. 

No one has complained about Sir Geoffrey’s 
conduct to the committee. But the committee 
makes it clear that neither man should have 
had the conversation in the first place, and 
notes with damning politeness that Sir Geof- 
frey's own oral evidence was “sincere" if 
“somewhat confused". 


: inquiry might not have found as it did 
if the Tbry Quentin Davies had not trans- 
formed the atmosphere by his relentless ques- 


tioning of Willetts. It’s very doubtful whether 
it would r 


; have produced a unanimous report at 
all if it hadn’t first been persuaded to hear evi- 
dence not just in public but on television - 
sharply increasing expectations of the inquiry. 
But it did. 

It’s tempting to think that the Conservative 
majority, in what most people see as the dos- 
ing month of its party’s 17-year regime, sud- 
denly dedded to do the right thing- a sort of 
conversion on the political deathbed. 

But it would be fairer to say that with the 
threat of statutory external regulation hanging 
over them, the aunmittee finally, belatedly, 
began to demonstrate that it was capable of 
putting its house in order. 

This has been a messy affair. But the most 
important lesson from yesterday is a frankly 
unexpected one: having languished in the last 
chance saloon, self-regulation might now just 
work. 



Open wide: Olivier and Hoffman., a suitable case for trcnlmenH 


M y dentist is turning 

Japanese. Her surgery 
currently features a 
spindly viburnum twig in a 
long blue-glass vase standing 
on a pedestal, which clients of 
her fashionable south London 
practice can contemplate at 
their leisure, like Slumo 
devotees inspecting a cherry 
blossom tree. 

Did 1 say “at their leisure"? 
What 1 meant was “to distract 
them from the screaming 
agony they are simultaneously 
enduring". For the plant's 
function is, of course, 
therapeutic rather than 
aesthetic. It’s not there to 


amuse passing 
horticulturalists. It's to 
distract you from the 
knowledge that you're sitting 
with your mouth bizarrely, 
and unpleasantly, filled with 
rubber suction tubes, metal 
clamps and little plastic 
hoovers while a brace of 
ladies you hardly know are 
leaning over you and hoeing 
your gums with an ultra-violet 
cattle-prod. 

I haven't had the pleasure 
for a while, in fact I haven’t 
been near a dentist for five or 
six years. I've grown used to 
the gradual organic decay, the 
carious grooves and 
crenellauons, the unexpected 
Polo-mint-sized holes and 



until your name was called by 
a sad-eyed matron - the sort 
who in bygone limes would 
have been found robbing 
corpses in a Dickens novel - 
who led you to a room 
recking of cloves and zinc 
oxide, where a genial and 
bearded Australian would 
attack you with a drill and 
make you drink some 
effervescent pink antiseptic, 
while you stared unhappily at 
a blank wall. 

Now look what you get: the 
waiting room is full of piped 
Dvorak, there 'son 
educational jigsaw on the 
table and some copies of the 
new-style Punch on the chair 
in a burst of post-modernist 
(“You must be in a ‘dentist's 
wailing room', right?") irony. 
In the surgery, the dentist is a 
smiling, aumie-like figure with 
a banerie dc cuisine (hat 
includes plaque guns and 
light-sensitive filling- 
hardeners. Sit up on the 
reclining chair and you're 
given an array of carved 
wooden African trucks and 
diggers to look a L Recline on 
the reclining chair, and you're 
staring at an aerial view of 
Dulwich, the idea being that, 
in trying to identify your buck 
garden, you will fail to notice 
that a particularly jangfy 

dental nerve is about to be 
cauterised with pitch and tar. 
Should a filling be required, 
they plonk a Sony Walkman 
over your ears and turn it up 
until the caraphany of 
excavation is briefly drowned 
by Vladimir Ashkenazy 
playing Chopin waltzes 
fortissimo. Should a major 


in Mill Hill who offers 
patients giant spectacle** un 
which they can watch videos - 
mostly soothing stuff, such as 
aval golfing moments or |a 
favourite, apparently I Delia 
Smith explaining how to 
make bocuf an daube. But. he 
told me. patients had the 
option of bringing their own 
favourite movies along. Jolly 
good. Where did 1 put my 
copy of Marathon Man'. 1 Can 
vou still rent Driller Killer ? 


“A* 

IX He 


filling be required, they give 
‘ oft 


Chopin : dental distraction 


Monument Valley erosions in 
the cave of one’s mouth over 
the years. But when a whole 
landslip of grey molar 
suddenly appeared before me 
the other night, in an 
otherwise perfectly acceptable 
murgfi dhansak, I decided it 
was time to travel down the 
Road of Pain once more. 

I couldn't believe how 
much bad changed. It used to 
be so brutally simple. Once 
you sal for 20 minutes in a 
hushed ante-chamber that 
smelt of Mr Sheen and old 
copies of Horse dc Hound , 


you a pair i 

to shield you "from bits of 
flying amalgam. And there 
you sit, a torture victim on 
sensory overload, your mouth, 
eyes, ears and nose 
simultaneously assailed. It’s 
surprising they don't give you 
something to do with your 
hands to complete the set. 
Modelling clay? Worry beads? 

“There's a lot of new 
thinking about patient 
relaxation," I was told by a 
personable Scot at the British 
Dental Association. "It’s to 
reassure people who are still 
scared of dentists. Some 
surgeries even give you virtual 
reality headsets while your 
teeth are being worked on. 
but since they cost £1,500 
each, it’s early days." 
Intrigued, I did some research 
of my own, and found a chap 


T he news that Health de 
'Efficient magazine 
faces closure left a 
curious pang somewhere in 
the memory banks. I haven't 
seen the thing for ail of 30 
years, but what a curious 
production it was. The title, 
for one thing, seemed a little 
off-target for a nudie 
magazine. (Efficiency? 
Efficiency at what?) And the 
ampersand gave it an 
unmistak cable whiff of the 
trade mag (as in Transport 
General Workers ' Cnion 
Magazine). But the content 
was far odder. It was in these 
pages that a whole generation 
of nervous Catholic youths at 
my severely Jesuit school first 
glimpsed naked female flesh - 
and couldn’t work out whai 


Students must pay for 


their privileges 


laaueM 


tonight the governors of Lhe London 
School of Economics have the 




i V\ 

f’ 


TL 

JL chance lo slarl weaning the univer- 
sities off Welfare State junkiedom - and 
to confront the parents of children likely 
to enter higher education in the new cen- 
tury. mvself among them, with a hard 
mnh. The market rate for excellence is 
higher than that which we are currently 
paying. 

The LSE's governors are being asked to 
approve a contingency plan for charging 
British undergraduates a “lop-up" fee. 
probably of the order of £1.000 a year, and 
payable’, at the earliest, by the class of 
autumn 1998. 

If the LSE acts, even if it only asserts 
the principle that students have to pay in 
order to sustain lop-flight institutions, at 
least half-a-dozen others will move in step. 
This would present whoever gets elected 
next year with a fait accompli. Things 
would be messy for a while as graduate 
recruiters, stuclonls, their parents and 
bankers sorted themselves out. Bui faced 
by the universities of Birmingham, Leeds 
and Manchester, and London’s University 
College. Imperial and King's all intent on 
charging extra, the government of the day 
would quickly move lo establish an orderly 
plan. There are several well-crafted stu- 
dent loan schemes around. 

The expansion of higher education in 
recent years has been paid for by the Gov- 
ernment on the basis of reducing the 
amount of public money per student. The 
system has proved a lot more elastic than 
anyone might have guessed, but the issue 
for the top colleges has now become 
escape from subsidised mediocrity. 

If lhe LSE and its kind are to enter the 
new century as autonomous, free-standing 
institutions, they will have to charge fees 
(and build an apparatus of scholarships 
and bursaries to go with them). 

This is not just about money. By saying 
yes to fees, the LSE would restate the 
importance of academic autonomy - from 
financial freedom comes the freedom to 
think. The school’s founders, Sidney and 
Beatrice Webb, may in later life have been 


The London School 
of Economics may 
tonight agree in 
principle to start 
charging fees. And 
why not, asks 
David Walker, if 
British universities 
are to halt falling 
standards 


The LSE cannot be saved by further 
squeezing the likes of lhe Universities of 
Luton and Sunderland. Bath College of 
Higher Education and the former 
polytechnics. These may have been 
ensnared in a hi^h-cosi regime, and their 
destinies may be in their evolution as 
explicitly lower-cost local or regional col- 
leges; but there is no denying that the 
higher education system as a whole needs 
more money if its strengths are to be pre- 
served and extra numbers of students 
accommodated. 

Two weeks ago, the Association of Uni- 
versity Tfeachers took to the streets to agi- 


tate for more pay. It was a paltry actioo, 
far; 


enamoured of the Soviet Union but they 
never intended the LSE to be an organ of 
the British State. 

Nor was it intended to become a kind 
of up-market finishing school for Ameri- 
cans and other foreigners. Nothing wrong 
with them, of course, paying full fees at 
£8300 a throw; and yet the LSE cannot 
admit the British students it wants 
because, it says, they don’t bring in enough 
to keep the institution running. 

Not even the Government pretends that 
higher education’s sums add up. 7b sus- 
tain quality- repairing buildings, stocking 
libraries and giving academics the time to 
think - simply costs too much. More 
money for higher education, let alone its 
expansion, is not a priority cqropared with 
nursery programmes and qualitative 
improvements in secondary schools. Nor 
should it be. 


which went largely unnoticed. Dons' 
salvation from penury lies in their own 
hands. To pay professors properly requires 
universities to charge. Thanks to them, 
graduates earn consistently more than 
non-graduates, and could afford to repay 
fees after graduation. 

A new balance has to be struck between 
persona] and public contributions to the 
cost of gaining a higher education cre- 
dential. But what about the candle-Iitvigil 
that the National Union of Students has 
promised outside tonight's meeting, and 
its fears about LSE’s proposal skewing 
access to the offspring of the better off? 


Writing on this page six months ago, one 
JieLSE’s ' 


of the LSE’s govemois, the ostensibly New 
Labour MP Margaret Hodge, came over 
all Old Labour to bemoan what she called 
“elitism". This is a red herring: in full-cost- 
fees America, access is less socially-biased 
than in the United Kingdom. 

The official mantra is: let’s wait for Sir 
Ron Dealing, the businessman who is 
chairing an official committee on the 
future of higher education, due to report 
in the summer. But the day after Sir Ron’s 
committee concludes, the financial facts of 
academic life will be exactly as they are 
now. The LSE ought to lead by example. 
There is only one way forward for an insti- 


tution keen to^rotect its r eputation, keen 


to attract world-class scholars (and paying 
salaries at world-class levels). The way 
forward is fees. 


I always knew 
sport was bad for 
your character 


G ood character, discipline 
and commitment were 
what the Victorians 
thought sports gave you. Perm- 
anent chilblains, inferiority 
complexes and bad behaviour 
are what they in fact achieve. 

A paper in today's British 
Journal of Sports Medicine dis- 
proves the commonly held 
belief that doing sport pre- 
vents teenagers from turning 
into juvenile delinquents. 

Rather, it seems, the reverse 
is true. Boys who do a lot of 
sport at the’age of 15 are almost 
twice as likely to be delinquent 
by the age of 18 than those who 
don't, and girls are even more 
likely to go off the rails. 

The researchers claim that it 
is more (rue of individual than 
of team sports. I disagree, as 
anyone would who has stood on 
a freezing cold netball court in 
a skimpy gym skirt, biting back 
tears because you and the class 
fatty have been picked last 
again. Reader, giving up sport 
as soon as humanly possible is 
the only reason I now consider 
myself to be a useful member 
of" society. Had I not, J would 
no doubt be spending my time 
selling fire to buildings or 
extorting lunch money from 
smal l children. 

Sport is responsible for all 
the nasty, mean, delinquent 
facets of the average school- 
girl’s character. It first imbued 
me 
dice 
with 

iessly made the tennis, hockey 
and athletics teams as well as 
being voted form captain on the 
strength of these achievements. 

It taught me to dissimulate - 
faking another sprained ankle 
and having to retire to the 



showers early. It taught me to 
lie (my period came round 
approximately every 10 days), 
to cheat (Round the field five 
limes? Run very slowly and 
you can gel away with going 
round twice), aud io value sloth 
above all other deadly sins. 

I think the happiest day of 
my sports career was when a 
particularly unsympathetic 
teacher sent us losers out to 
practise archery in the cold. 
Some fellow incompetent man- 
aged for the first lime lo exe- 
cute a perfect shot - through 
the staffroom window above. 
(Sadly there were no fatal 
injuries, but I still nominated 
her for form captain.) 

Giving up sport in the sixth 
form freed me from all this. I 
felt I could even speak chilly to 
games teachers when they no 
longer had the power to make 
me jump pointless Jy over a 
metal rail. And 1 could occupy 
my leisure time in useful pur- 
suits such as helping old people, 
reading, and eating chocolate, 
instead of subjecting mvself to 
ritual humiliation in the name 
of bonding, character-building 
and stiff upper lips. 

The researchers who pro- 
duced the report note that in 
the mid-19th century sport 
became a form of social control 
in public schools and “was con- 
sidered a substitute for poach- 
ing, vandalism, bullying and 
drunkenness, which had previ- 
ously been the main activities 
during boys' leisure time". 
Look at the public schoolboys 
who run our country today. 
Don't you feel that poaching 
must have been a morally up- 
lifting pursuit in comparison? 


Glenda Cooper 


An earful of 
Chopin , an eyeful 
of soothing video, 
and a 

mouthful of 
cattle-prod. 

Ah, the 
pleasures of a 
visit to the 
dentist 


nd Nicholas 
Sonnies told the 
louse of Commons 
that ministers had not 
deliberately my/e I led 
Parliament over the use of 
dangerous pesticides in the 
Gulf War." said the lady 
newscaster, reading the 8pm 
bulletin on Greater London 
Radio on Tuesday night. 
Myzelled? Oh I see. misled. 
Poor thing, she had 
momentarily suffered that 
curious form of word- 
blindness that affects 
everyone from time to time, 
when a familiar arrangement 
of letters refuses to divulge 
the word it purports to 
represent. Personally. I’ve 
always had a problem with 
“swe’e-thart" and “noo- 
shoond”, which is how f read 
the words sweetheart and 
newshound. And a quick 
straw poll reveals that one or 
two (non-dyslexic) colleagues 
have always had trouble with 
“drorls" and "kway", which is 
how they always read the 
words draughts and quay. So it 
is hardly fair for me lo 
criticise" another's momentary 
lapse. I am just as guilty. 1 
have no alceby. 


possible connection its owners 
had with sex. .-Mi these 
abstract ed-looking dames, 
standing around on sea sin >i es 
or languidly playing volleyball, 
seemed far more attuned to 
the bracing properties of 
ozone than to the lore of the 
boudoir. Even their 
spectacular chests, at which 
we gazed in simple wonder, 
seemed strangch: 
disembodied, as if they'd been 
borrowed for the day. And. 
given the prevailing rules 
about the airbrushing of pubic 
hair. well, it turned as ail in In 
little Ruskins. (Armpits ion). 

All this reminiscence started 
getting to me. I simply had to 
find a copy of the final issue 
before it went. er. belly-up. 

But there was no sign of it in 
Brad, the index of the nation's 
magazines. //«££ s proprietor. 
Peenhill Ltd. was raided by the 
pom squad some montlis i»go 
and their London phone 
number is “not recognised". 

So l finally went to the 
newsagent at Canary Wharf 
and asked for it. 

“Health 

magazine, is it?" 

No. 1 said, in a 
serious, 
joumalist-al- 
work voice, it's a 
nauirism 
magazine. 

Nudism, that sort 
of thing. Quite 
famous, once. 

Going out of 
business. I'm 
doing a story on 
it, you see. For a 
paper. Veiy much 
a matter of 
research. Oh ves. 

The newsagent 
regarded me" 
steadily. “Were 
not allowed lo 



Uitrid. Eyeing me with 
kindly indulgence, he 
indicated a publication full ol 
hypertrophied mammaries. 
Suddenly, from being ;ui 
awestruck l J-y ear-old. I had 
become a Diriy Old Man in a 
dodgy raineiuf. And now. 
however strong my craving 
for wine gums or Marlboro 
Lights. I can never go into the 
shop again. (“Over there. 
Gerry. That's the poor sod 
who was looking tor «.*■«/// 1 *i 
Efftcieiuy lhe other day...") 





scll magazines 
like that," he 
said. "But the 
nearest thing I 
can offer you is 
probably Tidco 
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HrnUhii stuff for proiriutf hops 


Send a baby box to 
Bosnia this winter 



disinfectant, nappies, washing 
I/materials - not what you'd 
think of giving someone. But 
for an impoverished mother 
in Bosnia trying to keep her 
child safe from infection, the 
basic essentials inside one of 
our baby Nixes would mean 
the world. 

Children’s Aid Direct will deliver 
your box directly into the hands 
of mothers in Bosnia - 
many of whom will 
be living in 
war-damaged 
housing in 
very basic 
conditions 
this winter. 

Please send 
a baby box to Bosnia ^ 
this winter - and help 
mother keep her baby 

Withlove from a friend... 

CaS 0990 600610 now to tefl us how iiKHiy baby boxes you would like to send. 


j Phase send baby hax(es) ut £30 eorii on my behalf. 


I 


' enclose a cheque for £ 
Chidren's Aid Direct 
OR please debilf. 


I 


.tommy mltea O Access OSwifdi 


| Cnd number / 


/ / 


I Irst three dkats of Switth cmd no. ; / Switch issue dp. ■ I 


Expiry date 
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Postcode 


Children's Aid 
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Leap in cost of 
calls to mobiles 
provokes fury 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The Consumers Association 
yesterday reacted furiously to 
news that the cost of making a 
can from conventional phones 
to Orange and One20ne mo- 
bile phones would more than 
double soon after the new year. 

The unexpected blow to con- 
sumers is due to Orange and 
0ne20ne sharply increasing 
the charges they levy for trans- 
mitting calls from BTs land 
lines across the airwaves to 
mobile phone users. 

Orange, which was formed 
through a joint venture be- 
tween British Aerospace and 
Hutchison Whampoa, and 
OneZOne, which is owned by 
Mercury, are increasing the 
charges to BT to dose the price 
gap with more expensive rivals 
- Vodafone and Cellnet. 

The price hike, which will 
take effect in February, will see 
the cost of making a one- min ute 
daytime call from a BT phone 
to an Orange or 0ne20ne 
handset on weekdays leap from 
16.71p to possibly as much as 
30p. The price of an evening call 
could go up from 9JB5p to 20p. 
Weekend calls, though, would 
probably stay at the same price. 


Both Orange and OneSOne 
are currently believed to be 
making a loss on inco ming rails 
from the BT network, but feel 
that the competitive charges 
weiv one way of enticing cus- 
tomers away from rivals. 

The increase will bring the 
two network’s price structure for 
incoming calls much doser into 
line with Cellnet and Vodafone. 
Calls made from BT to these 
two operators have come down 
recently after pressure from 
the industry watchdog, OfteU 
but still cost 37-5p a minute at 
peak times ana 25 p during 
weekday evenings. 

The Consumers Association, 
which has been severely critical 
of some of the marketing prac- 
tices adopted by the industry, 
sl amm ed the price increases. 
P hilip Culhim T the Consum er 
Association's policy manager, 
said the price differential be- 
tween the rival operators should 
have been reduced through big 
cuts in Cellnet and Vodafone 
charges, and not with increas- 
es in Orange and One20ne 
charges. 

“We would obviously be very 
concerned if prices were going 
up just after people bought 
their phones over Christmas, it's 
an indnshy which has grown fast 


on the back of fairly dubious 
selling techniques.” 

Many consumers are already 
unaware that It costs much 
more to make a call to a mobile 
phone from the BT network 
than it does to make an ordinary 
local or long-distance «n This 
is because the mobile company 
charges BT to connect the call 
over its airwaves. The bill for 
this service is then passed crn by 
BT to its own customers, phis 
the cost of the local call con- 
nection and additional profit. 

BT declined to comment on 
the figures, though it is believed 
that this internal charge that the 
two networks make to the com- 
pany for weekday calls is to rise 
dramatically from 73p a minute 
to more than 15p ammute. The 
charge for evening and night- 
time calls made during the 
week would rise from around 5p 
a minute to as much as 12p. 

Discussions are still going 
on between BT and Orange and 
0ne20ne, though one of the 
two operators is already thought 
to have formally agreed the new 
price regime. 

Asked about the increases 
last night a spokesman fin BT 
explained: “We can confirm 
that we have been approached 
by the two PCN operators, Or- 



Closing the gap: Hans Snook, managing director of Orange, 4s competing with the company’s more expensive rivals 


by Orange and 0ne20ne would 
make the Cellnet network, in 
which BT has a 60 per cent 
stake, look more attractive. Of- 
tel is also likely to attract con- 
troversy because it is thought to 
have agreed to the price rises. 


ange and 0ne20ne, who are 
both requesting higher pay- 
ments for calls our customers 
make to their networks. Any In- 
crease would obviously result in 
higher retail prices for our cus- 
tomers, which we would regret” 


However, Orange insisted 
even after any price rise it 
would stiU be more competitive 
for incoming calls: “It remains 
the case that it is substantially 
cheaper to calban Orange or 
OneSOne phone than it is to call 


a Cellnet or Vodafone cus- 
tomer.” 

Despite its objections, BT is 
not believed to have made a 
complaint about the increase to 
OfteL Industry observers cyni- 
cally pointed out that the move 


Shares slide 
as markets 
get jittery 


Diane Coyle 

in London 

and David Usborne 

in New York 

AJduny of rumours sweeping up 
and down WhflStreetseut share 
prices tumbling on both sides of 
the Atlantic yesterday. The 
drama confirmed that investors’ 
nerves have been stretched to 
breaking point by the US stock 
market's record-breaking efimb. 

“I think some professional 
money managers are scared 
out of their minds right now,” 
said Michael Metz, chief strate- 
at Wall Street investment 
Oppenheimer & CO. 

Richard Kersley, at BZW in 
London, said: “The degree of 
nervousness around is reflected 
in how sharply the market fell 
today. The last few days have 
been very volatile.” 

In a dizzying roller-coaster, 
the Dow Jones index tumbled 
90 points in the first 15 minutes 
of trading yesterday. By mid- 
morning it had recovered 
slightly but was later 1 16 points 
down at 6357.15 

Treasury bonds fell more 
than a point, taking the long- 
term interest rate wen above the 
psychologically important 6-5 
barrier. 

The New York Stock Ex- 
change's limits on automatic 
trading were triggered for the 
fourth time in five days. Last Fri- 
day saw a steep fall after Alan 
Greenspan, Federal Reserve 
chairman, criticised the marker's 
“irrational exuberance”. 

In London the FTSE 100 in- 
dex ended more than 53 points 
lower at 3,9823. Shares in Lou- 
don have tended to react more 
negatively than Will Street to 
recent upsets. 

One of the several apparently 
unfounded rumours that trig- 
gered the fall when the US mar- 
ket opened was a report that 
Abhy Joseph Cohen, co- 


chairman of the investment 
committee at Goldman Sachs, 
had turned negative on the 
market She has been one of the 
more notable optimists, arguing 
that better inflation and growth 
prospects warranted further in- 
creases in share prices. 

A separate tremour was 
caused by a report in the Wall 
Street Journal that another 
Goldman Sachs executive, 
Robert Hormats, was predicting 
that purchases of shares by 
Japanese investment institu- 
tions would dry up. Foreign pur- 
chases have been propping up 
the US Treasury bond market 
in recent months, and the 
Japanese have been particularly 
heavy buyers due to their gov- 
ernment’s two-year campaign to 
reduce the value of the yen. 

That report sent bond prices 
sharply lower and prompted a 
fell in the dollar against the yeru 
It ended one yen lower in Eu- 
ropean trading at ¥112.9, and 
continued to slide in New York. 

Mark Brown, a strategist at 
brokers Hoare Govett, said: 
“When you see markets react in 
such an extreme way to small 
pieces of information, they are 
very vulnerable." 

News of a surge in energy 
prices, giving a higher- than - 
expected increase in prices at 
the factory gate last month, con- 
tributed to the turmoil. That the 
“core" measure, excluding en- 
ergy and food, barely increased 
did little to soothe traders. 

“This was a relatively 
favourable report.” commented 
Michael Niemera of the New 
York branch of tbe Bank of 
Tokyo. Mr Niemera is among 
the majority of New York ana- 
lysts who remain confident that 
the Fed will resist the tempta- 
tion to raise US interest rates 
in the near future in spite of Mr 
Greenspan's concerns about a. 
bubble m the markets. 

Market Report, page 24 


Ronson makes £100miroperty comeback 


Magnus Gkimond 


Gerald Ronson, who spent six 
months in jail as a result of his 
involvement in the Guinness 
scandal, set the seal on his cor- 
porate rehabilitation yesterday 
with the announcement of .a 
£100m property programme by 
his Heron International group. 

The company is to sink the 
money into four city centre 
projects in London, Madrid 
and Barcelona over the next two 
years or so. Finance for the de- 
velopments win be provided 
by Deutsche Pfendbrief tmd 
Hypothekeobank, United Bank 
of Kuwait and Banco San- 
tander. Scottish Amicable, the 
fund manager, is also involved. 

The news represents a re- 


markable come-back for Mr 
Ronson, whose conviction for 
theft, conspiracy, and false ac- 
counting was upheld by the 
Court of Appeal -in London a - 
year agp^He, afongwifi^Broest 
Saunders, the formed Guin- 
ness chatnp^Jagk^y^ a fi- 
nancier, .and Stockbroker, 
Anthony Fames, wereafftbund 
guilty of involvement in an il- 
legal share support scheme 
which paid out guarantees and 
“success fees" in return for 
help in boosting Guinness's 
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Share price in fee 
over battle, for 
Mr Ronson’ 
was compounded 
under 


The group was bailed out in 
a controversial £142m takeover 
by a US investor group led by 
■ Steven Green, the man behind 
Samsonite suitcases. HNV Ac- 
of Heron Trr twrqq tiQiHtf ffirtnrh. : quisitiou, the acquisition vehi- 
hoihad hrrilt ihtalBruaii^soc- v de-bad^ by Rnpert Murdoch 
onddargest private of, Michael 

on the bade, ofastuteproperty . , , MHkeu,, ; t^e» JWall-.Street fi- 
deals and businesses -ranging nanderwho more or. less in 


from Suzuki car and motorcy- 
cle distribution to one of the 
UK’s largest chains of inde- 
pendently-owned petrol sta- 
tions. 


vented • junk ,. bonds, was 
criticised for its decision to 
keepoaMt Ropsonas chief ex- 
ecutive witfrapity deal worth 
£5m over five years. 


Shaftesbury the property agreed * 

to boy the Canialfy Estate of properties in Lon- * 
don for £ 90 m. The estate comprises 91 free- 
hold bandings, one leasehold building and a 
site in and around Carnaby Street in the West 
End of London. 


i J 3 Wriltesbinj^p®atfptoJimd%*^ 122 shops 
--an d ■restanrantft^s fa Covent 

Garden and Carnaby Street areas. 

Shaftesbury is part-fin^G^gdiddral through 
an underwritten £ 3 d^, ft®Mar-dgi • rights 
issue pitched at 137 jr per share. 


Following the failure. Heron 
sold off most of its trading sub- 
sidiaries to concentrate on 
property, but this is the first big 

deal to emerge. Mr Ronson said 
yesterday tbe new property ven- 
tures marked a step forward in 
Heron's objective of bufldirtg 
one of Europe's leading prop- 
erty groups. 

Three of the schemes are 
mixed office and retail in the 
Strand and Tottenham Court 
Road in London and Paseo de 
Gracia in Barcelona. 

The fourth scheme, in Calle 
Raimundo Femandex 

Villaverde In Madrid, is resi- 
dential. The Strand develop- 
ment was acquired from 
Scottish Amicable, which is re- 
taining a stake. 


400,00 
callers 
besiege 
Halifax 


peter Bwte ws 

Financial Editor 

Halifax Building Society has had 
400 000 callers to its helpUm: m 
the Iasi finvdays.nwnyof tiwro 
Querying details of the share al- 
locations they are to receive m 
next year’s flotation. 

The flood inquiries, which 

at times led to long queues of 

calls ut the swilchlxurd, m re- 
sooase to a mailing of 11 mil- 
lion letters w members giving 
individual details of bonus en- 
titlements and cheeking ac- 
count records. ft 

A Halifax spokeswoman kit- 
nied reports that the calls were 
from furious customers who 
have been told wrongly they are 
not eligible for share bonuses 
averaging £1,000 a head. 

‘■Whether they are furious is 
another matter. We have had a 
lot of basic inquiries seeking re- 
assurances or more information, 
or volunteering further infor- 
mation," she added 

Halifax was aware that there 
might be some discrepancies in 
the account details mailed to 
customers and “we want to be 
sure our understanding is the 
same as their V. 

For example, some callers#?: 
had several accounts opened in 
different yearn, and the details 
of the address on one of the ac- 
counts - such as a house name 
- might differ. 

The computer would read 
this as belonging to a separate 
member and the mailing was to 
allow such discrepancies la be 
eliminated. jp ,; 

“With more than 12 million 
going out, to have 4U0.DU0 tele- 
phone calls is not a huge pro- 
portion — 




1 said Halifax. 

One common complaint ap- 
pears to be that the information 
in Halifax documents on how 
mudi must be retained in an ac- 
count to quality for the bonus 
shares is not clear. 

.. “I was on the phone to the 
Halifax for 20 minutes Hying to 
get this sorted out," an angry 
caller told The Independent. 

Meanwhile. Halifax said it 
was appointing Gren FohvelL 
former head of the building so- 
ciety and estate agency sub- 
sidiary, as deputy chief- 
executive. James Crosby is to be 
financial services ana insur- 
ance director, Mike Ellis is to • 
head banking and savings and 
John Lee wfll run personnel and 
services. 
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Britain Tagging in investment’ 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Britain’s investment perfor- 
mance has been weaker than 
that of its main competitors and 
means the average British em- 
ployee is working with less cap- 
ital equipment than the average 
Taiwanese, according to a new 
report. 

The Government's claim that 
British industry compares well 
with other indukrial economies, 
made in its competitiveness 
White Paper in June, is strong- 
ly challenged in a joint report 
from the Machine Tbol Tech- 
nologies Association and Ox- 
ford Economic Forecasting. 
They present figures showing 
that tbe share of investment in 
GDP is lower in the UK than 
elsewhere, and that mending on 
research and development is 
lower too. 

The report also shows that 
the accumulation of a dismal in- 
vestment performance over the 
years means the amount of 
capita] per worker in the UK - 
the plant and equipment each 
person has to work with - is less 
than half the German level, low- 
er than in Thiwan and not much 

better than in Korea. 

It concludes that the Britirii 



problem is therefore not just a ■ 
matter of a. kray investment 
share keeping trend growth 
low, the usual diagnosis. It is 
also that investment has not 
been high enough to raise the 

levdof capital per worker to the 
international norm. “Our living 
standards continue to lag be- . 


hind," it says. The White Paper's . 
comparison of the share of. 
business investment in GDP in 
the UK and other countries is 
criticised as misleading. These 
figures show Britain on a par 
with Germany and France and 
ahead of the US. 

However, the new report 
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points dot that contracting out 
by /the ;UK TgOvemroen t has 
bp^sted that particular figure, 
l addition thc exchange rates 
• used to makp die comparison 
flatter the UKat the expense of 
„ the other ^countries. . 

Comparing, a broadermea- 
snreof ioves&nent shares, such 
as tota^pofiBc and ppyate in- 
vestment in macimfoy and 
equipment, shows the'iUK lag- 
ging behmd all it&nbijhl cop^ 
metitocs. * 

Malcol m T byior, president 
of the MTTA* presented its 
conclusions to William Wttlde- 
grave, chief secretary to the 
Treasury, yesterday. Mrlljtite’. 
said: “Investment, especially 
investment in technology, is vi- 
tal to our future prosperity- 
After the discussion, Mr 
Waldegrave said: “In setting 
the right climate of low inflation, 
and steady growth, the Gov- 
ernment’s economic policies 
are encouraging business to 
expand and invest with confi- 
dence." . - 

MrT&ylor said the association 
had been concerned for some 
time about the UK's poor per- 
formance compared, with oth- 
er nation and especially about? 
the absence of any action to en- 
courage innovation. 
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ICS backs founder r 
threatened with ban 


Magnus Griimmd 


Peter Hall, chairman of Indus- 
trial Control Services, yesterday 
won the backing of his company 
against official moves to 
disqualify him as a director. 

Mr Hall was a non-executive 
director ofTham Lotus, builders 
of the Formula 1 cars o£ the 
same name, until the company 
crashed just over two years 
ago. Last September, the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
issued proceedings against Mr 
Hall and five other former 
Lotus directais under section six 
of the Disqualification of Com- 
pany Directors Act 1986. 

The others are Peter Timothy 
Collins, James Anthony Mc- 


Dougall, Peter Godfrey Wright 
and Alan George Curas. If the 
civil proceedings succeed, they 
could face disqualification peri- 
ods of between two and 15 years. 

But a statement yesterday 
from Industrial ControL, an 
electronic safety products com- 
pany founded by Mr Hall in 


1966, said that, after taking le- 
gal advice, he believed he had 
a strong defence to the action 
and would be defending the case 
vigorously. “The board of ICS 
is appraised of the situation and 
is fully supportive of Peter 
Hall", the company added. 

Mr Hall was unavailable for 
comment yesterday, but 
Deirdre Walker of his solicitors 
■ Norton Rose said Nigel Davis, 
a QC bad advised that he had 
a very strong case. No date for 
a trial had been set, but they 
were keen to gel on with it as 
quickly as possible, she added. 

TLL Continuation was in- 
corporated in November 1989 
and went into administration in 
September 1994. It has no con- 
nection with Team Lotus Hold- 
ings, subsequently established 
by David Hunt, brother of rac- 
ing driver James Hunt, to con- 
tinue the marque. 

The directors of TLL Con- 
tinuation are thought to have 
blamed lack of sponsorship for 
the demise of the company. 


Costain chief set to 
collect £360,000 payoff 


P a tri ck Tooher 


Alan Lovell, chief executive of 

COstain, is in line for a £360,000 
pay-off when. be quits the trou- 
bled international engineering 
and construction group it 
emerged last night. 

The pay-off, which excludes 
any pension entitlements, is 
bound to fuel the corporate 
governance debate about re- 
warding directors for failure. 

Since Mr Lovefl joined as finance 

director in 1993 Costain has run 
up losses totalling £323m and 
R value of Us shares oil- 


1 > 


.uum, VI us snares col- 
lapse from over 400p to just 46 d, 
the pnee at which they haw been 
suspended since last month 

pending another clarification of 




was “appropriate" for Mr 
■Lovell to resign as chief exec- 
utive after announcing the sale 
for £52m of its US coal and 
London property interests. The 
news came as Costain issued yet 
another profits warning. 

Mr Lovell said he tad agreed 
to stay on until a successor has 
been appointed. He is entitled 
to the compensation package 
under the terms of a two-year 
rolling contract. Last year he 
was paid an annual salary of 
£180,000. 

Mr Lovell angered share- 
holders in the summer when he 
warned that Costain- would 
have to go into receivership un- 
less they accepted a £73ra res- 
cue refinancing that lefi Iniria, 
a Malmrsian building group, 
with a 40 percent stake. 
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A painful experience is in store for DMG 


‘Like the scheme for 
victims of pensions 
mis-selling, it 
promises to be 
horrendously 
complicated to 
administer, since no 
two clients are likely 
to have bought or 
sold at the same 
moment* 
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Athe final stages of locking into place the 
compensation scheme for Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell’s unit trusts customers, and a deeply 
painful experience it will be for the company 
too. Quite how painful is to be announced 
next week. Inuro’s ambitious young chief 
executive, Philip Thorpe, is going to make it 
as painful as he reasonably can. 

Like the scheme for victims of pensions 
mis-selling, it promises to be horrendously 
complicated to administer, since no two 
clients axetikely to have bought or sold at 
the same moment. The real argument, how- 
ever, is over the benchmark to be used for 
measuring the way investors were disad- 
vantaged by Peter Young’s antics. 

What would his European funds have 
been worth al any given moment if he had 
not gone off the rails? Wouldthe value have 
mirrored the best Morgan Grenfell fund, the 
best fund in the entire European sector, or 
an average sector performance? 

Some pretty robust words are thought to 
have been exchanged during negotiations 
between Imro and DMG. though it will, of 
course, all be presented as an amicable 
agreement between the two. With the very 
real threat hanging over its head of loss of 
registration as a unit trust manager, or , 
worse, the loss of its authorisation as a fund 
manager of any variety, and the certainty of 
a £lm plus fine, DMG really has little option I 
other than to toe the line, even if it argues 
over the detail. 


Once the benchmark investment fond is 
chosen, then foe difference between its value 
and foe actual price at which the Morgan 
units traded will be used to assess what indi- 
vidual investors lost. This tally would have 
to include both those who sold out early and 
those who held on to foe bitter end. 

The total cost to DMG could approach 
£200m. The group pumped another £180m 

t _ -J— -? — T_' — i 


into the funds to buy their Qakier investments 
at Mr Young's inflated valuations. A sub- 
stantial pan of that will have been lost. So 
Deutsche Bank could be looking at a final 
tally of several hundred million, or approach- 
ing half foe Barings losses last year. The sue 


one’s guess, but it is hard to put a positive 
interpretation on it. Mr Dobson fought bard 
and successfully in Frankfurt two years ago 
for a high degree of independence for foe 
investment banking subsidiary. The embar- 
rassing scale of the losses in London must 
surely dimmish his influence and credibility. 
In foe fullness of time hell be gently eased 
out to quieter pastures, even if he is not 
dumped altogether. 


It’s time to invest 
in political rhetoric 


offoe damage is one thing . The more inter- 
esting question, perhaps (Tor Morgan Gren- 
fell is no longer an independent company), 
is how Deutsche Bank’s Frankfurt head- 
quarters is going to react to II 

So far, head office has stuck by Michael 
Dobson, Morgan Grenfell’s chief executive. 
This is a bank that carefully cultivates an air 
of consensus and unruffled calm. The word 
crisis just doesn’t figure in the bank’s vocab- 
ulary. But action is occasionally taken, 
though you would be excused for not notic- 
ing it - witness the gentle way in which 
Hflmar Kopper, foe present chairman, is to 
be moved upstairs to foe supervisory board 
just a little early, to make way for Rolf 
Breuer. Mr Kemper was at foe helm during 
a series of d&ades, culminating in foe urm 
trust scandal. 

What this means for Mr Dobson is any- 


T he wonderfully named Machine Tbol 
Technologies Association has been com- 


A Tfcchnologies Association has been com- 
plaining about poor levels of investment in 
British industry for longer than most of us 
care to remember. In the old days the Asso- 
ciation confined its remarks to foe engi- 
neering industry. In ronjunction with Oxford 
Economic Forecasting, it has now come up 
with a more comprehensive diagnosis and 
a pretty unhappy one it is too. Particularly 
d amning is the finding that the level of cap- 
ital per worker (value of tools and technol- 
ogy) is higher in Thiwan than in Britain. 

As we approach foe election, investment 
becomes more and more of a political issue. 
Labour claims that a weak investment 
record means the economy no longer has the 
capacity to grow without inflation. The 
Government meanwhile insists foal if you 
look at the numbers the right way, there is 


nothing wrong with the British perfor- 
mance. The Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 
goes further to claim that foe economy has 
been so utterly transformed by foe policies 
of the last 17 years that foe sustainable rate 
of growth is now sharply higher. Sounds 
familiar? Yes, we are at that stage of the eco- 
nomic cycle again. 

In truth, both parties are right up to a 
point. Investment has been so feeble during 
this recovery that h is hard to take seriously 
the undiluted Clarice rhetoric lb believe that 
British industry has been miraculously trans- 
formed into a hot bed of entrepreneurial 
spirit and investment success is to surrender 
to fiction. 

But there have been some very real 
improvements which can fairly be attributed 
to Government policy. The privatisation of 
British Ifelecom and liberalisation of foe 
telecommunications market bas arguably 
been the most successful episode in indus- 
trial policy since the war. In the hi-tech 
telecoms industry Britain has stolen a march 
on its competitor countries. Investment has 


see whai else policy makers could do to 
encourage higher levels of investment. It 
may well be that in the end foe Government 
"Sbt- All it can really hope to do is pro- 
vided a sound economic backdrop for busi- 
ness and hope that business takes advantage 
it. Capital allowances, for which indus- 
trialists traditionally plead, tend to make 
only a marginal difference to levels of cap- 
ital spending, usually just subsidising invest- 
ment that would have taken place anyway. 

If foe British problem is a more deep- 
seated one, rooted in the culture of tradi- 
tional manufacturing industry, foe Govern- 
ment would do better to claim partial 
success for its radical deregulation agenda 
rather than pretending that there is no prob- 
lem at all. 


The tendency to 
surrender worsens 


been high, and foe quality of foe infra- 
structure has pulled ahead of that of many 


"P arly surrender of pension and life assur- 
JC/ance policies seems to be as much a 
problem now as it ever was. judging by fig- 
ures issued yesterday by the Personal Invest- 
ment Authority. On pensions, the situation 
actually seems to be getting worse. This is 
quite an indictment, both of the industry and 
its regulators. The pension mis-selling and 
other lesser scandals seem to have done 
nothing to curtail foe industry's penchant for 
selling its customers wholly inappropriate 
products. 


structure has pulled ahead of that of many 
other industrial economies. 

Here, then, is an example of how liberal- 
isation of markets has lea to a quite spec- 
tacular improvement in investment and ser- 
vice. In other areas of the economy 
deregulation and privatisation seems to 
have met with less success. Solutions are 
thin on the ground and it is indeed hard to 


Ministers move to scrap 
hi-tech product tariffs 


Bloomberg 

Singapore 


The US, Japan and the Euro- 
pean Union took a big step yes- 
terday towards removing tariffs 
on information technology 
products, and asked other car- 
rions to band together to open 
pp the global Industry which 

S ees annual sales of 
(£363bn). 

The agreement in principle to 
scrap tariffs was prepared tty 
Quad, a forum comprising foe 
EU. US, Japan and Canada, at 
a meeting of ministers of the 
World Trade Organisation in 
Singapore. While foe final de- 
tails remain to be agreed, foe 
Quad will tryto persuade 35 
countries from Asia and other 
regions to join an Information 
Technology Agreement (TTA). 

Sir Leon Brittan, EU Trade 
Commissioner, said yesterday: 


“It's not just a US-Europe deal 
We’re doing our damnedest to 
make it. happen.” 

Computer and telecommu- 
nications companies from the 
US and Asia stand toprofit if 
tariffs are reduced. Tan JEok 
Hio, managing director for 
South-east Asia at Compaq 
Computer, said: “It will defi- 
nitely help our business. Tariffs 
are very high in some places.* 1 

EU tariffs on computer 
equipment are around 7 per 
cent, low compared to India 
where duties and taxes can add 
40 per cent to prices. 

A fuff HA may not be signed 
until March to give countries 
more time to draft proposals. 
“The idea maty be to have an 
agreement and then wait until 
March to see how many more 
countries can come on board,” 
said Jean-Marie Noirfalisse, a 
Belgian trade negotiator. 


Up to 30 of foe 128 members 
of foe World Hade Organisa- 
tion are expected to sign the 
ITA. They including such Asian 
members as Hong Kong, Sin- 
gapore, South Korea and Tai- 
wan. 

In 1995, Quad members 
Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan, Sin- 
gapore and China accounted for 
information technology exports 
worth $423bn. 

EU ministers are considering 
the detailed list of technology 
products for the HA. France 
and some other WTO members 
are concerned the ITO may ex- 


tics at foe request of the US. 
Global fibre optics trade, dom- 
inated by New-York-based 
Corning company, is worth 
about $2bn a year. 

Japan wants the inclusion of 
audio-visual products such as 
CD-ROMs, something the EU 


would like to exclude. Similarly, 
Japan is anxious to persuade its 
trading partners to leave out sil- 
icon components used to make 
semiconductors. Still, such dis- 
agreements appear unlikely to 
endanger the ITA. Atrade offi- 
cial said Japan was willing to 
make compromises. 

Backing from the US, Japan 
and foe EU may not be enough* 
however, to produce an agree- 
ment to eliminate all tariffs by 
the year 2000 - the staled goal 
of foe ITA talks. There is op- 
position from some Asian and 
Latin American nations, in- 
cluding India, Thailand and 
Malaysia, which want more 
time to develop home-grown in- 
dustries. 

. “We didn't come here to dis- 
cuss an ITA,” said Rafidah 
Aziz, the Malaysian trade min- 
ister. “We’ll come in [the ITA] 
when we’re ready.” 



170 US jobs to go in 
Reuters shake-up 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


Doing our damnedest: Sir Leon Brittan said yesterday it 
was move than Just a US/Europe deal 


Reuters, the financial informa- 
tion giant, yesterday announced 
plans to cut 170 jobs at its US 
operations, m the latest stage of 
a sweeping restructuring. 

The move, which will affect 
about 5 per cent of Reuters 
America’s 3,500 staff, is aimed 
at streamlining foe company's 
global operations and ensuring 
that foe focus remains on its 
core business of providing fi- 
nancial and other information. 
Reuters had 14,600 employees 
world-wide at 30 June. 

“The action that has been 
taken is foe result of restruc- 
turing that began in late 1995,” 
a spokesman at Reuters in New 
York said. “The aim has been 
to streamline the company, 
make it more sales-driven." 

The firings follow the com- 
pany’s launch of the series 3000 
terminal for financial market 
professionals, which Peter Jobs, 


foe chief executive, called foe 
most important development in 
Reuters' business in recent 
years. 

“The investment requires the 
streamlining of our organisation 
to press home our sales advan- 
tage and to achieve maximum 
market penetration in a cost-ef- 
fective manner,” Mr Jobs said 
in October. 

Earlier this year, foe 
company’s UK and Irish units 
were merged with those of con- 
tinental Europe and foe Mid- 
dle East, in a bid to eliminate 
administrative duplication. 

The US spokesman said fur- 
therjob cuts could not be ruled 
out but that none were planned 
for 1997. 

In the US, the cuts will affect 
management, journalists and 
sales staff, but the company said 
it did not intend to dose any bu- 
reaux. As well, the sales force, 
which has grown by 30 per cent 
in the post year, will only be 
marginally affected. 


In Brief 


• Kingfisher is selling its stakes in Staples UK and Maxi-Pa- 
pier, the office supplies chains, to its joint-venture partner. Sta- 
ples in the US for £30m. The sale of its 50 per cent stake in Staples 
UK for £23 .5 in and its 40 percent stake in Maxi-Papier for£CL5m 
will be effective from next May. 


• Cambridge Water plans to boy back up to 10 per cent of hs 
issued share capital tty way of an off-market tender. It has “no 


plans” to diversify into non-water related businesses and is con- 
fident that it will have sufficient financial resources, after the pro- 


Pension policies 
abandoned 
after two years 


Buy Now, Pay June ‘97 


fident that it will have sufficient financial resources, after the pro- 
posed share buy-back, to fund its core water business. 


Caradon, the building materials group, has sold the last of its 
no Dean engineering and distribution businesses for about £200m. 


JHl TVeanor 

Banking Correspondent 


The buyer is Vector Industries, a holding company backed by ven- 
ture capital group CinVen. The deal follows foe recent sale of 
Caradon's automotive plastics activities. 


More than a quarter of people 
who bought a personal pension 


directly from a company rep- 
resentative during 1993 had 


■ Cookson Group said it sold the rights to its Cookson Pigments 
subsidiary's range of organic pigments to Hoechst Celanese for 
£14-5m. Cookson also said negotiations have readied an advanced 
stage to sell its Cookson Pigments' inorganic pigments business 
to Dominion Color of foe US. The sales will result in a charge 
of £30m and a net loss of around £30 m for foe anticipated costs 
associated with the ultimate disposal of the assets of the 
business. 


• The Dutch statistical office admitted it had supplied flawed 
data on flows of copper through Rotterdam, clearing up a puzzle 
over “missing” stocks which last month threw world markets into 
disarray. Import and export figures supplied to the "World Bu- 
reau of Metal Statistics seemed to indicate over 500,000 tonnes 
of hidden copper was lying in Rotterdam warehouses. The news 
sent world copper prices tumbling. The main reason for foe 
problem was a failure to distinguish between copper imported 
into the Netherlands for domestic use and copper passing through 
the countxy in iransiL 


• French consumer prices Ml unexpectedly in November, more 
confirmation that inflation in France is tame and foe economic 
recovery is hesitant. Prices fell by between 0.1 per cent and 0.2 
per cent in the month, led by declines in car prices and airfares, 
the national statistics office Insee said In a preliminary report 
From November 1995, prices rose 15 per cent to 1.6 per cent, 
down from Octobers 1.8 per cent The last time annual inflation 
was \5 per cent was in July 1995, its lowest since the late 1950s. 


• Economic and monetary onion may encourage companies to 
rely less on borrowing from banks and prompt greater bond 
issuance, according to research by SBC Warburg. The investment 
bank reaches this conclusion because companies will want to take 
advantage of foe absence of foreign exchange risk and reduction 
in yield. The bank expects Germany, France, foe Netherlands, 


Belgium, Luxembourg, Austria, Ireland and Finland to be part 
of EMU in January 1999. By July 1999, foe bank also expects Italy, 
Spain, Portugal and Sweden 10 be participating. 


resentative during 1993 had 
suspended payments two years 
later, according to new figures 
published yesterday by the Per- 
sonal Investment Authority 
(PIA), foe industry regulator. 

Barclays Life arid Britannic 
Assurance are among the com- 
panies with the highest sur- 
render rates, while Standard 
Life and Scottish Widows have 
some of foe lowest. 

Long-term pension policies 
are not normally expected to be 
cancelled early. High surren- 
der rates may indicate foe sale 
of inappropriate policies, often 
because of poor advice. 

The regulator said that while 
foe statistics showed a slight im- 
provement on foe previous 
year, the persistency rates- foe 
proportion of policyholders 
who kept up payments - were 
still too low. 

“The mam conchrsion from 
this survey is that too many in- 
vestors have terminated foeir 
policies early,” foe PIA said. 

The regulator plans to mon- 
itor foe trends for all compa- 
nies bnt will look in particular 
at some of foe weaker per- 
formers to see what progress 
has been made with more re- 
cent sales. 

The survey analysed returns 
submitted by life assurance 
companies and friendly soci- 
eties on foe persistency of then- 


life assurance and pensions 
b usin ess. 

It showed that persistency 
rates for personal pensions 
were worse than those for en- 
dowment or life products and 
that independent financial ad- 
visers (IFAs) have better per- 
sistency rates than company 

representatives. 

The PIA first published foe 
survey last year and analysed 
foe persistency rate, after one 
year, of policies sold in 1993. 
This new survey covers policies 
sold in 1994, and gives a sec- 
ond year of data for policies 
sold m 1993. 

The survey shows a persis- 
tency rate of 72 per cent after 
two years for personal pension 
plans sold in 1993 by compa- 
ny representatives. This means 
that 28 per cent of investors 
foiled to make the payment due 
in the 25th month. 

The persistency rate over 
two years improved to 84 per 
cent when the personal pen- 
sions were sold by IFAs. 

While these two year rates 
are high they show that there 
were fewer lapses in the second 
year of a policy than in foe first 
year. 

After one year foe persis- 
tency rate of personal pensions 
sold in 1993 was 84 J) per cent. 
Policies sold in 1994 by com- 
pany representatives had a per- 
sistency rate of 83.8 per cent. 

Fes’ IFAs, the equivalent fig- 
ure was 91,9 per cent after one 
year for the policies they sold 
m 1994 compared with 923 per 
cent in 1993. 
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Rolf Breuer, soon to become 
chairman of Deutsche Bank, 
yesterday advised all banks to 
run at least part of foeir -capi- 
tal markets operations from 
London because of foe talents 
of the work force in the City. 

London had an unbeatable 
advantage over ftnafcftnt as 
Europe's top financial centre. 
‘’London wul retain its full 
strength as a financial centre af- 
ter EMU, of that I am con- 


vinced,” be said. Mr Breuer runs 
Deutsche Bank’s global invest- 
ment banking operations, which 
have been operated out of Lon- 
don since last year when the 
German banking giant took 
foe usual step of taking c ontrol 
of the business away from 
Fiankfuit. 

■ Deutsche Bank, which owns 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, is 
now spending millions of 
pounds in London building a 


new City headquarters. Other come to that,” he said. Mr 
foreign banks, including the Brea^whoyestetday launched 
Dutch ABN Amro, have also an initiative to help Germany 


rGbtfessndPCJojttcfc 
iMm* onto {fenbd rife) 


activities in London. 

Mr Breuer acknowledged 
that London ocnld benefit from 
remaining outside foe single 
currency n the Bundesbank in- 
sistedon the European Central 

Bank rnamtnf rung irtfmtmim re- 

serve requirements. 

“But I am confident it will not 
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dal centre ahead of 1999 when 
the single currency due to be 
introduced, said Frankfurt’s 
rcpuazxm did not do it credit. 

^Ourazm is to have Germany 
join the premier league of fi- 
nancial centres world-wide.” 
German markets were not lax 
on insider dealing or illiquid. 
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Wall Street alarums and excursions torture Footsie 


American influences, real and 
rumoured, tortured the stock 
market. A variety of stories 
swirled around, ranging from 
forecasts that US producer 
priceswould cause alarm and 
force interest rates higher to 
talk that a leading US invest- 
ment house was dum ping eq- 
uities to pQe cash. 

Other influences included 
suggestions a top Tbkyo in- 
vestment group was in finan- 
cial trouble and a profit 
warning was on its way from 
IBM. Th pile od the agony wor- 
ries surfaced that the US mar- 
kets were losing their appeal to 
Japanese investors. 

There appeared to be not a 
grain of truth in the plenitude 
of tittle-tattle. Even the pro- 


0 JFM AM J 


with expectations- Yet shares 
took fright. Footsie fell away 
7L9 points, ending 53.2 lower 
at 3,982.5. Second- and third- 
liners were also dragged down. 
Government stocks fell by 


more than £1. The surrender 
to the rumour-mongers was a 
direct result of last week's at- 
tempt by Alan Greenspan, the 
US banking chief, to reduce fee 
temperature of the Dow Jones 

Average. 

He had little success on Fri- 
day but his comments have in- 
stilled a new uncer tainty m 

markets around the world and 

in fee resulting nervous donate 

the bears can enjoy a dear nm. 

Many investors are now 
fearing, even looking, for a 
share conection, if not a crash. 
Mr Greenspan has, in the 
short term, shattered confi- 
dence; adequately iDnstrated by 
New York’s poor perfor m*!*-* 
during Loudon trading. 

The atmosphere Mr Green- 
span has created has caught 
many strategists on fee hopL Al- 
though there is still support fin: 
the theory the market will en- 
joy its traditional Christmas 
party hopes for a determined 
Footsie run above 4,000 points 
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stock market reporter of the year 


bare beea eroded. The taut po- 
litical situation and fee loom- 
ing election seem destined to . 
heighten anxiety in the new 

year. 

The grandly named FTSE 
Actuaries UK Indices Com- 
mittee picked a poor day to 
confirm fee relegation from 
Footsie of such pillars of the in- 
dustrial establishment as Cour- 
tanlds andPfllringtrm. They will 
be replaced by Hays, once 
owned by fee Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office and something of 
a new issue flop when it was 
floated in 1989, and Mercury 
Asset Management 

The supporting 250 index 
welcomes its first football club, 
Manchester Utd. Other new- 


comers! 

International and PtzzaEx- 
press. Matthew Clark, which 
daims to be a victim of the al- 
copop craze, and Cterosrience 
are among fee casualties. 

“ManU" marked its pro- 
motion by raising £!6.7m 
through fee of 3 million 
shares to help pay for ground 
extensions and, it was implied, 
meeting further transfer fees. 
A director, Amer AI MMani, 
sold 600,000 shares. The deals 
were completed by Merrill 
lynch. 

• Rival Chelsea Village was 
also cafe-raising; it palled in 
£825,000 placing snares at 
llQp and issued another 20/100 
to its stockbroker, raiis & 


Partners, to cover its fee. Man- 
ch&terfe&res gamed <j.5p to 
5 $ 4 p and Chelsea held at 
217-5p- 

Insurance brokers were ruf- 
fled by fee $l-23bn US take- 
over bid by Aon for Alexander 
& Alexander. The two US 
groups had been confidently 
expected to target a domestic 
group, possibly Sedgwick 
which feu 5p to 1225p. WUDis 
Corroon, another candidate, 
1 4Jjp to 1295p. 

Castro! was fee 
best performing blue chip, 
squeezed 20 p higher to 
1 JQ83 Jp. Other oils, reflecting 
fee coming Iraqi flow follow- 
ing fee oiMor-food deal fell 
back wife British Fetrofeom off 
l&5p to 667-5p. British Steel 
chipped in wife a 2 ^p gain to 
167.75p. Some lumpy trades 
reawakened a suspicion fee 
steel giant could be planning 
a bigeorporate deal. 

RjB Mining staged a sug- 
gestion of a rally, up 45p to 
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377p- Airtnurs, ^ 
foU^d temper cent prof 
its rise, improved ll-5p to 
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Cd to cut their forecasts. 

business which is thought to ds 
crop of 

war ning s lowered SEP Indus 
trial 9p to 41p andChemnng, 
the lifejackets group, 45p to 
290 d 

Newcomer SDX Business 
Systems survived fee gloom, 
closing at 172Jp from its 160p 

Pl m^group designs and de- 
velops digital communication 
systems. 
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Paper-thin margins at David Smith 


The Investment Column 


EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


David S Smith: at a glance 


David S Smith, the corrugated paper 
to office supplies group, has done wefl 
in an uninspiring sector over the 
yearn But now even it has succumbed 
to the extraordinaiy turbulence the in- 
dustry has faced mice 1994. 

Yesterday’s 7p fall m the shares to 
299 -5p came after the group warned 
it would be hit by the combination of 
the high sterling exchange rate .and flat 
European economies, to which 
around half Smith’s business is ex- 
posed. Profits will dive in the second 
halt the group warned, and the bad 
times could extend into nest year. 

The warning overshadowed inter- 
im results which showed profits edg- 
ing down from £59. 6m to £58.6m in 
the six months to 2 November. The 
figures were hit by falling paper 
prices and, more importantly, their 
margin over waste paper, a key raw 
material for Smith, which has been on 
l a downward trend since last year’s 
‘ peak. The squeeze exerted by sluggish 
continental economies is being exac- 
erbated by the pound’s strength since 
August. this is giving European rivals 
a financial incentive to flood the 
UK Smith chief executive Peter 
Williams reckons imported recycled 
grades for corrugated board have cap- 
tured about 20 per cent of the home 
market. 

Given European capacity increas- 
es coming cm stream totalling around 
4 per cent, sentiment is not going to 
improve until the second half of 
2997. But the decision to raise the in- 
terim dividend by 6.1 per cent to 2_6p 
reflects the group's underlying opti- 
mism. Mr W illiams points to rising 
corrugated production and, more 
significantly, demand in Europe, 


which is up 6 per cent in the third 
quarter of 1996. 

Paper, mainly the St Regis business, 
is bow down to just 27 per cent of 
Smith’s, sales and the much bigger 

welL^Bnt both business and 
Spicers, which dominates UK office 
supplies wholesaling, are stQI suffer- 
ing from Intense competition. Beyond 
that, any strengthening of the pound 
above 2,60 marks would start to hurt 
Smith badly, while the effect of the 
recent strikes in France remains un- 
quan tillable. Brokers have eased 
forecasts to somewhat below £ II Qm, 
putting the shares on a prospective 
multiple of It. Certain directors sold 
at wefl above 300p in the autumn. Oth- 
ers should wait until the uncertainty 
clears before buying again. 

NFC clear-out 
pays dividends 

Since becoming chairman two years 
ago, Sir Christopher Bland has 
presided over a wholesale dear-out of 
directors at NFC, the Exel Logistics 
and Prckfords transport group. Out 
went all but one of the old guard; m 
came a new management team led by 
chief executive Gerry Murphy to at- 
tack a bloated.cost base and weed out 
underperforming businesses. 

Yesterday SffQnistopher was in no 
doubt the often painful and expensive 
turnaround process was beginning to 
bear fruits and he was right to boast 
that for the first tune the company was 
“delivering a proper set of results”. 


The headline figures make impres- 
sive reading. In the year to September, 

pre-tax profits before exceptional 
items rose by 39 per cent to £105.7in 
on sales 12 per cent higher at £2.46bn. 
Underlying turnover rose by a more 
pedestrian 5 per cent. The main- 
tained dividend of 7.1p was covered by 
pre-exreptioca] earnings of 93p (6.9pl 

In the light of that performance it 
was telling that the shares, which have 

outperformed the market by 14 per 

cemthiS)iear,&DSptol7Sp.Theprob- 
kan appears to be that some of the busi- 
nesses which almost brought NFC to 
its knees remain in the portfolio. NFC 
is still lumbered with the late Eight- 
ies legacy of a failed attempt to build 
a pan-European distribution system. 
In Sir Christopher's succinct assess- 
ment “We bought a dutch of lousy 
busnesses. Vfe can't exit bad businesses 
so we must tarn them around.” 

Although losses in Europe nar- 
rowed to £8.5m from £10.1m car sales 
Of £373m, the network logistics busi- 
ness is having a torrid time, especially 
in France, where the cost of creating 
an integrated national network con- 
tinues to cause headaches. 

Broker UBS trimmed its 2997 pre- 
tax forecast by £3m to £T2?_m to take 
account of sterling's recent strength 
against the dollar -north America is 
almost a third of sales - and the cost 
of the French lorry drivers’ strike. 

NFC expects to complete its £30m 
restructuring programme this year, bat 
the next, and more difficult task, wi 11 
be to grow the business in what it ad- 
mits are “challenging market condi- 
tions." The prospective p/e rating of 
16 looks generous given these 
uncertainties. High enough. 



business 

Greene King to 
dose brewery 
in £14m revamp 


Cider sales still 
fizz for Bulmer 


If proof was needed that the problems 
round at Matthew Clark were of the 
Taunton dder maker’s own doing, half- 


vided it Despite Claries protestations 
ear her in the summer that the rapid 
growth of alcopops had knocked the 
dder market for six, Buhner’s 8 per 
cent profit increase in the six months 
to October suggested otherwise. 

The key difference between the two 
companies lies in their approach to 
managing brands. Bulmer, under for- 
mer marketing man John Rudgard,has 
put its faith, along with most of the 
drinks industry, in investing heavily in 
brand-budding and it plans a big pre- 
Christmas press and poster offensive. 

Matthew Dark has taken the op- 
posite tack, one it appears to have re- 
alised was misguided, by cutting back 
on advertising and attempting to 
boost volumes by selling its Olde Eng- 
lish and Blackthorn riders at a marked 


9) B2 93 94 95 96 


discount to its rivals. Bulmer provided 
dear evidence yesterday that that 
approach bad failed. 

While volumes in the lake-home 
trade have grown by 17 percent over 
the past 12 months on average, Bod- 
mer's brands are 42 per cent ahead. 
In the more difficult on-trade, where 
mtrobegbeeis are astiff challenge, Bul- 
mer’s 3 per cent volume decline was 
better than the market’s 5 per cent fall. 

Against that backdrop, profits of 
£17.4m, up 8.4 per cent, were in line 
with expectations. Earnings per share 
rose 9 per cent to 21.1p and the div- 
idend rose 8 per cent to 4.9p. 

The key issue moving into the sec- 
ond half, which includes the crucial 
Christinas period, is pricing. Bulmer 
has already signalled a 5 per cent in- 
crease, similar to the rise h failed to 
make stick last year. If it can do so, then 
rising volumes at home, better prices 
and early signs of success in its over- 
seas expansion strategy augur wefl. 


Expertedproffts of about £3Qm this 
year and £33m next time put the 
shares, down 2J>p to 545p, on a p/e 
ratio of 15 falling to 13. About right. 


Airtours heads off 
* for £250m spree 


Tom Stevenson 

Greene King, the Bury St 
Edmunds-based brewer of 1PA 
and Abbot Ale, is to shut its 
Biggleswade brewery at the 
cost of 132 jobs unless it can sell 
the site as a going concern. The 
shutdown was announced yes- 
terday as part of restructuring 
of the Suffolk company’s brew- 
ing operation that will result in 
a £14m charge being taken 
against full-year results. 

The package of changes, 
wtrich also includes three dis- 
tribution depot closures, ac- 
companied half-year results 
which Stowed a 38 per cent rise 

in pre-esceptional profits for the 

24 weeks to October. It is part 
of a focus on Greene King’s 
core ales, which now also 
indude Wexford Irish Cream 
Ale, and its fast-growing retail 
estate, where new concepts 
such 3S Ale Cafe and Hungry 
Horse are being rolled out 

The closure of Biggleswade 
means that brewery's distribu- 
tion site will also dose, along 
with others at Norwich and 
Fiimeux Pelham. Tim Bridge, 
chief executive, said the job 
losses would be more than off- 
set by the creation of 300 new 
jobs in its retail arm this year, 
followed by a similar number 
next year. 

Greene Kura's profits were 
boosted by a first time contri- 
bution from the Magic Pub 
company, which was included 
for 15 weeks in the first-half 


result The acquisition of Magic, 
for £200m in July, took Greene 
King's pub estate to more than 
1,100 and means the company 
now makes more than half its 
profits from retailing. 

Mr Bridge said he was 
pleased with the acquisition, 
which made a £70m fortune for 
founder Michael Cannon, but 
represented only £700,000 a 
pub, low by the standards of 
recent pub chain deals. 

Including the Magic contri- 
bution, sales jumped 4 1 per cent 
in the period from £76. lm to 
£1 07.6m. Trading profit was 
more than 50 percent belter at 
£20.4m, while profit before tax 
grew 21 per cent to £ 13.4m 
(fll.lm). After a 5 percent in- 
crease in earnings per share to 
18,8p, an interim dividend of 
4.75p was recommended, a 12 
per cent increase. 

Mr Bridge said Greene King 
was on track to deliver synergy 
benefits of £3m from the ac- 
quisition of Magic Pub. thanks 
to greater purchasing power, the 
sale of Greene King ales 
through the enlarged chain and 
reductions in overheads. 

Magic Pub contributed £6m 
of trading profit in the period, 
slightly less than the £7 2m 
generated in the full six-month 
period by the existing retail 
estate, a 12 per cent rise. 
Tenanted pubs increased by 4 
per cent to £8m, while higher 
marketing costs reduced the 
brewing contribution to £3m 
(£32m). 


Depth: 1.2m 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Airtours is planning a amending 
spree costing up to £250m to 
expand its overseas operations^ 
to a targeted 50 per cent of 
profits. Sources close to the 
holiday company believe an 
early deal will be the acquisition 
of Signature, a Canadian tour 
operator currently owned by 
UK rival First Choice. . 

Airtours, which has bought 
two tour companies in Canada 
since 1994, has said it believes 
the Canadian market is too 
Small to sustain three major tour 
operators and David Cross- 
land, chief executive, is under- 
stood to have spoken to new 
First Choice head Peter Long 
about buying Signature, which 
” might be worth up to £50m. 

Boosted by buoyant profit 
figures, announced yesterday for 
the year to September, Airtours 
has a strong balance sheet and 
is also planning a rapid roll-out 
of its successful fly-cruise op- 
eration in which H currently runs 
three liners in the Mediter- 
ranean and Caribbean. Air- 


£20m bid 
for Chester 
Water 


toms’ largest shareholder. Car- 
nival Corporation of the US, is 
credited with creating the fly- 
cruise market in America. 

In the 12 months to Septem- 
ber, profits rose 4&per cent to 
£36-$m as sales increased by 30 
per cent to £1.72bn. Earnings 
per share of 45.6p (32.8p) al- 
lowed a 14 per cent increase in 
foil-year dividend to 16p ( 14p). 

Mr Goss! and said: *In a 
short period of time, Airtours 
has transformed itself from a 
purely UK-based company into 
an internationally diversified 
leisure group. These results 
show the group is in excellent 
condition.” 

Profits from overseas opera- 
tions, which asweflasCanada 
indude a Scandinavian busness, 
represented 42 per cent of the 
total in the latest trading year 
compared with 18 per cent in 
1994. In 1993 all the profits 
came from UK holidaymakers. 

The growth of the overseas 
operations helped cushion Air- . 
toms from the disastrous sum- 
mer of 1995 when overcapacity 
caused a collapse in prices for 
late-booked holidays and a 


sharp fall in profits across the 
industry. 

That experience led Airtours 
to cut capacity for this summer’s 
holidays by 12 per cent, which 
was the main reason behind 
higberprofits. Mr Crossland said 
the industry proved to itself 
that it could make more mon- 
ey by selling fewer holidays and 
lie believes there has been a sea 
chang e in the hitherto highly 
cyclical and volatile business. 

Capacity for summer 1997 
holidays is forecast to remain at 
this year’s lower levels and with 
bookings bade to the levels 
achieved by this pewit in 1994, 
Mr Crossland said another 
good year was in prospect 

Airtours’ good figures came 
only weeks after the Depart- 
ment of Ttade and Industry said 
it was launching a Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission in- 
vestigation into the UK holiday 
industry where the close ties be- 
tween tour operators and the 
travel agents that sell their hol- 
idays have been seen as being 
anti-competitive. Airtours owns 
Going Places, both number two 
in their respective fields. 


Wickes resignation 
ahead of cash call 



Dee Wiley Water yesterday 
launched an agreed £20m 
takeover bid for Chester Wkter, 
a move that will result in a 3.5 
per cent reduction in bills for 
customers of both companies. 

The terms of the offer are 403 
new Dee VaJJcv shares for eveiy 
1,000 Chester Water shares. 
Dee’s shares held steady at 
395p, valuing each Chester 
share at I69.26p. Chester’s 
shares dosed at 16l5p, up &5p 
compared with the closing mar- 
ket price of 162.5 and values 
Chester shares at 169.26p_each, 
excluding the interim dividend 
of 2J5p, which Chester share- 
holders will retain. 

There is an alternative offer 
of cash and shares for Chester’s 
investor, who will also keep the 
recently announced 2.55p in- 
terim dividend. They can elect 
to receive 2S2 new’ Dee \feHey 
shares together with either a 
cash payment or a special div- 
idend ‘of £50820 for every 
1,000 Chester shares. 

Dec V&llcy has received un- 
dertakings to accept the offer 
from Chester sharchdldeis rep- 
resenting around 65.7 per cent 
of the company's equity. 

The companies have agreed 
with the Office of Water Ser- 
vices that from 1 April 2001, WOs 
for customers of both Dee \fel- 
l«y Waiter and Chester ‘Water 
be reduced by 3-5 percent 
over and above the combined 
cristifig *K’ pricing factors. 

Brian Jenkins, chairman of 


Patrick Tooher 

Wickes, the DIY chain under in- 
vestigation by the Serious Fraud 
Office and the Metropolitan Po- 
lice, bas paved the way for to- 
day’s expected £50zn rights issue 
by announcing yet another 
boardroom resignation. 

In a brief statement, Wickes 

said Sanford Kaplan had re- 
signed as a non-executive di- 
rector with immediate effect. 
Mr Kaplan, 80. is a dose asso- 
ciate of Henry Sweetbaum, 
Wickes’ former chairman and 
chief executive who resigned in 
June after disclosing past prof- 
its had been overstated by 
£5 lm. Mr Kaplan is the sixth di- 
rector to resign in as many 
months. 

It is understood institutional 
investors insisted on his de- 
parture before agreeing to sub- 
scribe to the rescue rights issue. 

Sanford Sigoloff, another 
non-executive director linked to 
Mr Sweetbaum, remains on 
the board, though insiders say 
his resignation is only a matter 
of time. Both Mr Kaplan and 


Mr Sigoloff 65, are based in the 
US and have been criticised for 
failing to spot the accounting ir- 
regularities over five years that 
triggered the fraud inquiry. 

An independent accountants’ 
report confirmed “serious mis- 
management” and “deliberate 
misrepresentation” of certain 
rebate and contribution arrang- 
ements with Wickes’ suppliers. 

Wickes is expected to draw 
another line under the Sweet- 
baum era today when it an- 
nounces plans to abandon its 
overseas operations as part of 
a busness plan contained in the 
rights issue prospectus. 

Mr Sweetbaum had opened 
stores in South Africa, Bel- 
gium, Ranee and Holland, as 
well as a conservatory busness 
In the US, and planned to de- 
velop the Wickes concept 
around the world. It is expect- 
ed these operations will be sold 
to concentrate on Wickes 1 120 
stores. The document will also 
include the restated 1995 ac- 
counts, results for the first six 
months of this year and a trad- 
ing statement and forecast. 
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voices calling for a 

P lain common sense has haps curiously. Treasury min- 
little place in eomouiic isters. The Chancellor of the 
analysis- The disagree- Exchequer has resolutely in- 


sist me siren 
lower pound 


ment about the strength of the 
pound between the Bank of 
England and virtually every 
City c omm entator is a case in 
point. The City takes the com- 
mon sense view that a strong 
pound is equivalent to higher 
interest rates. It means lower 
infla tion and will hamm er ex- 
ports. This sounds extremely 
plausible -but it is at best only 

half-true. 

Sterling has risen 12 per 
cent against the German nark 
since August and 17 per cent 
from its record lows in 1995. To 
City economists, almost to a 
man, die exchange rate ap- 
preciation reduces the need for 
an increase in base rates to 
keep inflation heading towards 
its target. A stronger pound 
makes imports cheaper in 
terms of sterling, which helps 
keep domestic inflation down. 
On top of that UK companies 
wfl] find it harder to export be- 
cause their prices wffl be higher 
in foreign currency terms, and 
the loss of competitiveness will 
tend to reduce GDP growth, 
limiting inflationary pressure. 

The pound’s rise will there- 
fore be good for inflation and 
bad for exports and growth. 
Some analysts still bold to the 
rule of thumb published in an 
old Treasury working paper 
that a 4 per cent appreciation 
is equivalent to a 1 "point rise 
in base races. Some City folk es- 
pouse this view so passionately 
that the last regular meeting be- 
tween Bank officials and econ- 
omists working for the gQt-edge 
market-makers reportedly be- 
came unusually heated. 

Much of industry is with 
the City on this, starting up the 
usual complaints about an 
“overvalued’’ pound, though 
the exchange rate is some 13 
per cent below its ERM level 
in real and nominal terms and 
not yet back to its 1993-94 level 
against the mark. 

The Bank of England takes 
a view which finds for more 
favour with the academic eco- 
nomics community - and, per- 


haps curiously. Treasury min- 
sters. The Chancellor of the 
Exch equer has resolutely in- 
sisted me pound shall go where 
the market takes it. Chief Sec- 
retary William 9&Jdegrave says 
British exporters are still at a 


The Bank's analysis, in the 
last Inflation Report and 
backed by research published 
in die Quarterly Bulletin, sees 
the exchange rate as the end 
product of forces in the UK and 
overseas economies. In the 


able — and not an instrument 
or target of monetary policy. 
The implications of the 
pound's appreciation for do- 
mestic inflation depend on 
why it has risen. 

A. currency appreciation can 
be caused by two types of 
influence: monetary and reaL 
Rea i effects include factors 
such as higher oil prices for an 
oil-producing country, or a 
supply side improvement such 
as higher quality of output or 
improved productivity, or a 
demand side shift such as a step 
increase in demand for British 
goods because they are more 
fashionable. An appreciation 
due to monetary factors would 
reflect the expectation of either 
rising UK interest rates or 
foiling overseas ones. 

Suppose the pound's recent 
rise can be pinned on real fac- 
tors. What efiect would this 
have on inflation and exports? 
The revaluation of imports in 
sterling terms would contribute 
to a one-off decline in prices, 
which would re- 
duce 12-month in- 
flation rates for a 
year. But without 
additional mone- 
tary tightening, 
leading to “sec- 
ond-round” ef- 
fects, it would 
make almost no 
difference to in- 
flation in the 
medium term. No 
increase in base 
rates, no sustained 
fall in inflation. . 64 66 

As for exports, w-wa.Y. 



Diane 

Coyle 

If markets have 
revalued sterling 
because they 
expect rates to 
be raised, its rise 
is no substitute 
for an increase 
in the cost 
of borrowing 

they might wen grow despite 
the increase in the eacchang r * 
rate, if the underlying cause 
were indeed something like 
higher quality or productivity. 
A recent, as yet unpublished, 
paper commissioned by the 
Treasury, by Peter Sinclair and 
Paul Bremen of Birmingham 
University, finds that there 
have been substantia] im- 


Sterling's long decline 


provements in quality in a 
number of industries - espe- 
cially cars and dectrouics cour- 
tesy of inward investment - so 
increases in UK market share 
since 1980 have taken place 
without any depreciation or 
reduction in foreign currency 
prices. 

Tinning secondly to the 
monetary causes of a higher 


-flff 7Q.7Qm 


that if the currency maricefs ex- 
petxatiansofejther higher OK 
or lower continental interest 
rates are not met, sterling will 
adjust swiftly back to a fewer 
level. Only dan early increase 
in base rates goes hand in 
hand with the pound’s rise will 
tire latter imply a fewer path- for 
future inflation. The Inflation 
Report notes that this is “a 
good example of a case where 
miring together exchange rate 
and interest rates changes to 
assess the stance of monetary 
policy makes no sense' 1 . In 
other words, if the markets 
have revalued the pound be- 
cause they expect Ken Gaike 
will have to raise base rates, the 
pound’s rise is no substitute for 
an increase in the cost of 
borrowing. 

It is true, in this case, that 
strong sterling combined with 
the increase m interest rates 
would hit exports along with the 
economy's overall growth- That 
is the point of raising interest 
rates - to cool an overheated 
pace of demand. It is perfectly 
reasonable to be concerned 
about the impact this policy 
would have on UK competi- 
tiveness. But the 
solution is not to 
avoid increasing 
base rates if that is 
what is needed 
given the Govem- 
* mends fiscal poficy. 
The Bank of 
England is not 
allowed to argue - 
although the Gty 
could - that Mr 
Clarke should 
insteadhaveopted 
for a much 
tougher Budget to 
.. keep economic 


growth down to a sustamaMe 
pace at a lower level for-, 
interest rates and the ■pound. 
The Bank’s job is to advise on 
what level of interest rates will 
aDow the Government to meet 
its inflation target, given the . 
Government's fiscal stance. . 

Some coomeBtatosSeenito . 
rhink the Government should 
now be seeking a competitive 
devaluation. They look at the 
post-ERM experience, one of 
the few episodes in ssa&qg’$ 
history when a bjg depredation 
has not led to hi ghe r urflarion. 
There is no doubt this gave 
British exports a huge boost 
However, it did take place 
during a severe recession, and 
can oot really be c ompare d to 
any other (revaluation since 
the Great Depression. 

Professor Sinclair says: “I 

would be guarded in sugge sti n g 

that sterling's appreciation now * 
does not matter, but it is true . 
that you can not generalise 
about the exchange rate. You 
can not take it as a policy 
parameter.* . . 

If the exchange rate were 
such a powerful influence on 
the UK’s share of exporttnar- 
kets, it would be hard to eaplain 
why that market share has de- 
clined steadily even though 
the p nrmri has ivt ne a rl y Hi i e e- 
quarters of its value against 
foreign currencies in 75 years. 
Britain’s share of world trade 
has dropped from a sath dur- 
ing the 1950s to a sixteenth by 
1980. It stabilised during a 
decade which started with an 
enormous surge in sterling’s 
exchange rate and for most of 
which the Government aimed 
token) the pound stable rather 

than falling 

As the new Treasury re- 
search suggests, the qoanty of 
British exports could be 
equally important. A Conser- 
vative government certainty 
has ntf place listening to the 
siren voiced of commentators 
arguing that the Chancellor - 
even one from a Midlands 
manufacturing constituency - 
should relax over interest rates 
so that the potmd can fall 
again. • 1 
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sport 


Old keeps 
Collier in 
the shade 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Cheltenham may have passed an 
independent review into the 
state of its racing surface, but it 
did not survive the scrutiny of an 
inspection by the trainer of the 
Champion Hurdler yesterday. 

A report from the Sports Turf 
Research Institute on Tuesday 
suggested the biend of grasses 
at Prestbury Park was con- 
ducive to a reasonable racing 
carpet and mixes were assur- 
ing^ colourful. The latter re- 
mark rouJd also apply to the 
■maction of many trainers, who 
relieve the recent drainage 
work at Cheltenham has sapped 
much-needed residual mois- 
ture from the track. “They 
seem to have this great twinge 
of conscience about throwing 
any water on the course," one 
trainer said this week. “They've 
got so many courses there I 
don't know why they don't just 
water the life out of one and 
they wouldn't have any prob- 
lems. They should stop worry- 
ing about the future and worry 
about today. In general, they've 
overdrained it." 

There would have been little 
disagreement with this assess- 
ment yesterday from Jhn Old, 
who decided, after walking the 
track, that Collier Bay, Alder- 
brook’s conqueror in the Cham- 
pion Hurdle in March, would 
not be making his seasonal de- 
but in Saturday's Bula Hurdle. 

It now' seems likely the six- 
year-old will reappear in a hand- 
icap at either Haydock or Ascot 
month. Whatever the 
venue. Collier Bay has some 
ground to make up in a race 
called the charisma stakes. His 
contribution to last March s 
breakthrough seems to have 
been recognised as much as the 


apple 's when Isaac Newton was 
prompted to discover tbe notion 
of gravity. “Wards fail me [about 
Collier Bay's lack of publicity) 
and I don’t understand it even 
though we’re not worded and we 
like the horse doing the talking," 
Old said yesterday. “I don't 
know what the horse has to do 
to get some recognition. It's bard 
to believe he’s won a Champi- 
on Hurdle and an Irish Cham- 
pion Hurdle." 

The irony here is that Old 
himself is one of the turf's 
great drama magnets. From 
one-time golden boy, to lie man 
whose string was bedevilled by 
the vims, on to the trainer 
whose premises were wrecked 
by fire at the season’s outset. 
Old has done his bit do defor- 
est the globe by means of 
newsprint. “It's a bit of a para- 
dox that they've heaped an this 
praise on to me and they’ve for- 
gotten the horse," he said from 
the Portakabin that is his office 
following the conflagration. 

Rmr horses perished in the 
blaze and six were severely in- 
jured, yet Collier Bay and Old's 
favourite horse. Mole Board, 
were spared. The grim reaper 
caught up with him on Monday, 
when the old horse succumbed 
to a heart attack on the gallops. 
Old likes a joke and would have 
been amused by the manner of 
the trooper’s passing as he fell 
and trapped him in his dying mo- 
ments as the trainer conducted 
exercise. “I used to ride him just 
about every day since he arrived 
here," Old said “He was just the 
most tremendous character. 

“Like his trainer he was a bit 
neurotic and highly strung, and 
he was very enthusiastic, more 
like a springer spaniel than a 
racehorse really. When I rode 
him he would sometimes stand 
still and watch tbe rest school. 
He was my Land Rover." 



Fleet Cadet, sporting a visor for the first time, heads for his first victory as he takes 
tiie last flight of hurdles at Leicester yesterday Photograph: Sporting Life 

Poor jumpers fall foul of Club 


Bad horses will not be allowed 
to be bad for long under a new 
set of recommendations in the 
wake of Richard D avis's death. 
Tbe jump jockey was killed fol- 
lowing a fell ori the moderate 
Mr Sox and it may be that hors- 
es of that calibre will be banned 
in future. 

The Jockey Gub is to debate 
a suggestion that animals (hat 
do not show any improvement 
after failing to complete four 
times in a row or those that fall 
three times consecutively 
should be barred from compe- 
tition. 

’ It is further recommended in 
a Jockey Club report that 
prospective racehorse trainers 
should undergo examination 
before being granted a licence. 
Riders too may need to pass in- 
dependent assessment before 
being given a licence, and there 
are plans to introduce unan- 
nounced spot checks on train- 
ing yards to examine schooling 


facilities and gallops. In addi- 
tion, practice hurdles and 
schooling races may soon be- 
come a feature of racecourses. 

In the last two seasons an av- 
erage of 33 horses (0.4 per 
cent) failed to complete on 
four consecutive runs and 15 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Winspit 
(Fatenham 230) 

NB: Triple Witching 
(San down 1_35) 

(0.17 per cent) either fell, un- 
seated or were brought down 
three times in a row. 

Malcolm Wallace, the Jock- 
ey Cub’s director of regulation 
and a member of the investi- 
gating group, stressed the em- 
phasis of the inquiry is on 
minimising risk in the sport. 

“for as long as horses go fast 
and jump fences there will be 
accidents and some of them will 


befetaL But we think something 
can be done to minimise that 
risk by tackling the problems 
that exist," he said. 

“So our first priority is to find 
a formula to get rid of the bad 
horses. We will treat each case 
on its merits and will use com- 
mon sense before deciding to 
ban a horse. But we can't have 
horses going out and constant- 
ly not getting round. 

“The problem seems to be 
manageable. It's hard to believe 
people still want to race hors- 
es that regularly fail to com- 
plete, but they do and there are 
young jockeys who are pre- 
pared to sit on anything. 

“We have a duty of care to try 
to ensure that the horses these 
riders are on are well schooled, 
if not particularly talented. A lot 
of the top jockeys agree. 
They've been through this but 
they don't want the ones com- 
ing up behind them exposed to 
the same risk." 
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364AM 1 VICTORY WOE (25) MreLJEWfl 13 100 

344235 J0KBI JACK ($ R Desri 1110 0 

-7 1 


— IR 


woghc lOsL Ime rtttctof Good OtJ CTups &r 13*3- Vhory Gfl* 

fist Wb. JokB jack fcj 3b. 

BETTMC: 7-4 Sfeoker WestbCrtL 5-2 Doot Tert Tbe Mfe, 3-1 RossMy Creek, 
Pats Mnstnrt, 20-1 Good Old CMps. Vkttty Gan. JoteJack 


6DP0-50 FIRS MATCH (7) J lush 7 10 10 

14313F SCAMAUACH (29) J kttm B 10 10_ 
PIP-204 S0PIE MAY (17) G L ttKK 5 10 10. 

-61 


HETTMS: 3-1 Scamabcb, SopMa May, 7-2 tesla, 54. WWbm Rode, 7-1 Pita# 
lUtch, SI Peaaat Cottage 


DLcaty 

JJ Hogan® 


[350 


iron* P»M.YB£EFtl3JDaitta4J013 

203P33 KA1BALL0U [161 b mnptiu; T ID 5— 

C500W JAVA SHRINE (151 (D) J TrfA 5 10 J 


J Ryan 


P60f4» RUnrSGAAmB5)(CD)Ur5UwrtS100 DlmlyV 

440 '6 COSWC STAR f7) P Wrfcmth 6 10 0 -JBI 


8 

W OPW'flP JUST AB£4U(26i Aft l Jew* 5 100 So^Ae MBctiei (5? 

-lOdedared- 

Umnnr nTetelfolwhantt Cam* SnrMUJb. AG* Beau toim 

BETTWG: 2-1 Royal SUnted. 7-2 lac) Tatty. 4-1 BBa Jwtke. 7-1 IWMkM, 10- 
1 Flawy Reef. AlmaM. 14-1 Jm SWne, 16-1 Mao 


O QA l L L FIRTH MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £6,500 added 2m 110yds 

12 TO33 HOLY VMRDBCR (S3) (BF) T Geor^ 7 120 B Hogan [35 


mXBflAM RACECOURSE CARAfcN SITE HAND- 
I ICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £54>O0 added 2m 4f 

012412 VUDADA(8S)(D)(BF)Dn*Ehd5120 1 Prior (71 

311-254 BARF0RD 30VEREMH (24) |D) 0B) J Fentfsae 4 11 12 — A DobUn 

215142 PAR OF JACKS (IS) (C)GL MooeB 110 R 

22432-3 PSWTOTJOdW. (7) 4 10 12 D« 

1CVP- AJDAH (357) O 0 B^man 5 10 10 M 

KKM32 SKEBS DBJGHT Benran 6 10 9 

*58223 ASUT nAVBI (5)(D| K Omy 9 10 8 MStentt 


Q:A3> UMMNBFOMWBOM (23) BcO Jones BIDS. 


666-231 THE LANCEH It) (D4 D Gendceb 7 11 8 ffiey . 
031344J W6PIT (B0J) R AVer 6114.. 


-RDaHM304r 


9 5PO&00 NAG088JA (19) (Q J ftate B 10 3.. 

10 210056 DWSHAM (7) p) J Jertans 7 ID 0 . 

-10i 


JR 


042*35 D« ROCKET© (0} RQckT 1111 4 

PfflUW* THE MSdStBT (29) (D) (BF) tfOarnpon 7 11 0. 


JTUmlynB 


-X Dobbin 


i totnum lost True hamfcap neTOt OurVan 9a 12a. 

BETTING: 3-1 P* 0» Jads, 7-2 WadadA, 9-2 PedMtotbmataL 5-1 Barfort Sov- 
eniffl. B-l AMe Ftiver, 10-1 UMM^omaUMi, 13-1 otters 


RACING RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

UQ; 1. POTTER’S GALE lA Ma0m) 5-4 
ta.:ZPIrtDrwml-lLXMrtBtooh»«ee- 
00 9-2. 10 ran. 2 .1 * iD NtchtSson. Tem- 
ple Gumnfti. Tbto; SI. SO: £1.10. £2-20. 
£1.80 W: £17.80. CSF. £18.33. Trio: 
£4.80. 

L30: 1. SL1NGS8Y iR IWWODdV 1 4-&IW; 
2. Brideparh Rose M: 3. Cunragb Peter 
50- L 8 ran. 2 . iN G&seWe. Upoer Lam- 
bourn', lotej £.1.60. £l.lL>. £7.50, £4.20. 
OF; £8.40. CSF; :.7.13. Ti no: £49.00. Non 
Runner Ramsionn Lon 
ZOO: 1. fleet cadet |(» Supobi -*-1. 
ZBeechfleM Flyer 20-1. 3. Parfeft Wn* 
7-2. 8 ran. 3 1- J Ui Fcnwm Court (Sftl- 4. 
7. iM ftp* nviiincroni. Me: 

£1,90. £2.60. £1.50 OF £31-20. lSF: 
£61.02. 

130: 1. LORO OF T>C WEST lA Majjirre) 
2-1 lav. 2. pwnp'9 Wootfy 13 7. 3. WeR 
BrWed9-l. 8 ran. 3 .. 7. 0 J OT'te-n. 
nth), -fete: £7 SO: £1 SO. £3.00. OF: 
£7.10 CSF; £17 67. 

300- 1_ WASSL STREET tN WHUrmson) 
4-1: i Olwsk Dancer ' 2: 3. Lw* Me- 
M u rr eug h 7-J ta\ 7 ran. 4. 9. W Mocfim. 
Meann Hkh\DRh' TMo: £ 6 - 20 : £2 80. 
£180 Of: LlS 50 CSf: il 7.JS. Traasu 
£79^9. NR- CLn.i-.M 

330: X CtRCUS LINE iM 4 FiCfl?raWl 
13-S(ak- 2,KbTtovi 7-1. 1 Shepherds Rost 
16-1. 10 ran. 5. 7. iM lV Ea:-tert)v. Snemf 
Hutun\. Skk £7.30. il 10. £2.20. £4 20. 
W- £14.10 CSF £13 59 TnCJSC £129 3b- 
Tno; £141 60 won'. 

Piocepot £67 70. Ouodpoc £58.70. 
Place B: £46 97 Place 5: £31 J8. 
HEXHAM 

U w J. HUDSON BAY TRADER IMiSS 
Pltoft?nni io-l 2 .BalUndoe 5-1^3. Betto 
tt*e3-ltav 12 ran- 1 .. - 
Swarov?. Rrte: £ J JO. i.1.40. p.SO, 
£1.10. OF £17.00 CSF £58 89. Tncasi: 

£17: 31 ln P ; £43.00. 

120: x. MONVMOSS iRWUrtt £kcsl' 0-1 
XSmAAm Geld 6-1. 1 Bold AcemmtlO-1 
17 ran, r-4 rj» Siot-muM*’ *• 

'LV; s Smrtn. BmKfeti Tbto: L1O50; 
ii60. £2 JO. ±2 60 OF. £2* ,30. KF: 
£62.99 Texas: £574.24. Tra £24.60. 


V 

THE r\l>EI^NDENT 

wwi 


SANDOWN 

TAUNTON 

FAKENHAM 



982 

983 


•ui roi'R-Sfs ficsi- 1 ts 

0391 261 970 






1.50: 3. R08SERA (R Gamtty) 7-2: 2. 
way Star 11- 10 taw. 3. Oner Stated 20- 

1. 17 ran. 2. v *- 0 Qutnrr, Ueltonl Ibte: 
£4.00; £1.00. £3.10. £11-20. OR £5 00. 
CSF: £&96. Tno: £3330. 

xaOi S. SWWtG EDGE (R Gamny) 9-2: 
2- Anabrancti 6-5 tax. X Colorful Amt*- 
tion 8-1- 6 ran. ’/:. 6. (T Eastern. Maftonl. 
1 tom z 13JSO. £2.40. £1-50. OF: £3J0. CSF: 
£ 11 - 00 . 

2-SO: 1. 0ARM6 PAST <R Gamcty) 8-11 
fax. 2. CusftSopreoie 14-1; 3. Bonqr John- 
ny 13-2. 10 ran. 6. 4. (M Hammond. MU- 
dlenamj. Ibte: £1.60; £1.30. £2.00. 
£3.00. Of: £16.70. CSF; £12. 96. Tno: 
£11.50. 

aaO: L MENSHAAR (R GamRy) 6-1; 2. 
Younc Kenny 2-1)1 fax 3. Ac* 20-1- 17 
ran. 2-1 ft fav Clare WwJ. 3. 3Vr. (L Lur>- 
sp, CamittierGtawn). Ibw: £7.40; £230. 
£2.90. £6.80. OF: U5J0. CSF: £21.15. 
7 no: £125.70. NR: EstaWeft. 

Jackpot: ncr won (pool of £2.676.83 ear- 
ned forward to Sandewn today). QaadpoC 
£6.40. 

meepoe £31.60. 

Place & £38-22. Place 5r £19.90. 

UNGRELD 

1220: J- BON SECRET ® HcCand) 12-1; 

2. WsdWW Beach 2-1 fax 3. SMp Jig 6-1. 
12 ran 5. 1. <Tj Nauffnonl.'fate: £23D0; 
£3.00. £1.60. £220. OF: £25JO. CSF: 
£32.00. Tno; £78.30. 

1 . APOLLO RED (Candy Moms? 
7-1: 2. StarTUont 8-1: 3. BVKash 16-1. 
12 ran 4-1 taw KUahra. 2’/:. nh. (A Moore). 
Tbto: £9.50: £2.80. £2.80. £4-30. C^; 
£48.70. CSF: £5920. Trcasc 1574^5. Tno: 
£271.50 (pan wortl. 

Ult 1- ANGEL RACE iMr A EvatSl 4-1 
fa^: 2. Mentone 6-1: 3. Dotft Drop BonAs 
9-1. 14 ran 3. 5. (P Evansi. Tote: £420: 
£1.70, £2.70. £2.90. DF: £12.50. CSF: 
£2 7.93. IWcast- £192.45. Tno: £19.60. 

140: 1. MR NEVERMW iSWtutoonh) 
fr4 lav: 2- Mofln 20-1; 3. M*a 25-jL 
12 ran 4, 2. iG L Moore). Tote: £240; 
£1.20. £5.90. £4.40. DF: £28.50. CSF: 
£30.96. Tno: £»»■» jmnj 

2Jft L C£&N* (D HolfaKl) Si: | Ch#f 

Pmdsvr 13-2; X Greene** Fora 5-L M 
ran 9-2 It fa» He Co OoBy (4ih). 9-- ji tor 

BanwcW catte Si 1 ' Wvi OF ; 

TUe £5.50. £1.90. 0.30. £2.10. Dr. 

£21.60. CSF: £35.62. Trcasc £15a7a Ttw 

L VWTtASHAJffiLES iD 

Martftlm Mydttlpttfrl. U ! new 3i-.i- 
(L Montague HaB )- W OM. 
£1.70. £320. tJF: £2700. CSF. £44 - 31 - 
TrxasL £710.12. Tno: 023 DO. 


£1 tTEto. £1.10. DF: £6-40. CSF: 

£, Sb: L QTEAJEST iO HoftjnrS S-J; 2- 
Dark Menace 14- L_3- 

12 wn 9-2 fc-TheBaroSy Wfc 

MBSBSafflESSSa 

sssas-Jsssfeff- 

PtoS&^152.74. pun Sc £32.92. 


TAUNTON 


HYPERION 

UO Yet Again L45 1b Amo 2^0 Nordic VaBey 
2-50 Roste-B 3w20 Cafl Me Rfver 330 Out Rank- 
ing 


U030M NAVnCALGBKGE(12)Jd(ittllp5onGU6 R 

Q5JM-3D CmCXMGPR06Pecr(21)BU»nan5113 


r(5) 

JOi3£5 CHRSTS QI£H US) J Better 7 11 3 NWfaeaoaV 

F5647P FPONTS31 FUCHT (33} Mss LSOdSP 611 3 

W 


345514 LEGAL ARRST{21J MaC XtnsPy 6112- 
360546 SAH MEBO CHARGER (14) A Bamw 51011. 


GOTNG: Good (Gcod to Ftan m a few (itotol 

■ RqthMwnd conrsc. Run-in ot 

■ Course Is S of (rant on B31 70. Taunton nation 2m. ADMIS- 
SION: Member* £11; Paddodr £9; Centre of Course 55. CAS 
PASS: Centre of course S3: remainder free. 

RACfatS 


10 RJ0P4P BBOWI ROBBS! (12J Ms Rftoulsran 8108- 


JkHThantoo (5) 


11 DO-OS56 AfRJKX (17) S Mefer 7 ID 7. 


— N Ittnn 
— SOma 


SIS 


CHAWELJ 


12 0035-SO BBWfS PIRDE OB} 1 lARns 5 ID 5. 

13 OOP SAXON MEAD (2^ PHcftUBlDO — 

14 50P0- MASKED HARTW p23) P ftntrt 5 10 0 SBarw# 

-14i 


BUNKERED FIRST TIMS: Tfljbe lan (l.4- r >), Saxon Mead 

(22W>. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Barry (1-45) won 
at I fereford on Friday- 

LONG-NSTANce RUNNERS: Frontier PUgit t22D) las b»«i mm 
2V> niiks try Men L SoViaU bom Nonh Yortahire, NantJcal 

George 1 ‘ 20l neat |:l 8 mOen hyj 1'pnm /root .tdjeone. SanJamp- 
Umdxre: CaD Me Rtrtr CL2I!) ran 1 2S rntk*. by P Herifirr fnxri Eaa- 
anir.WeaiwMex: Galway Bow ( 1.10) mix 124mile«byl WUBams 
fhxo A9un Rnwanl. OxfonWiire; Royal Saxon 1320) sew IK. mOe? 
by F Bcmcn from Hjccrfcnt^t-Q, Dyfcd- 


-CTmnneyB 


Uamrn *00X10* Tint lanOap wetffts Satn Atad Kse*ee» Msnm 
9a im 

BETTVIG: 3-1 Noidc Wrfhy. 0-2 Kao's PiMrAse. 5-1 After The Faa. 8-1 
Nautical George, Lags! Artht, 10-1 Cbrirt RMo, OraddaR Prrepeet 16- 


2.50 


GAY SHEPPARD MEMORIAL CHALLENGE 
TROPHY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 3m UDyds 
1 2P0-463 STAUNCH TOM. (27) G faonar 9 11 13_ 


. f*l— Ifcotaat (7) B 


WEST HATCH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5^000 added 2m If 

3013-F2 BQASAB (50) (BF) ? (*3*As 4 11 5 A P McCoy 


1A0 


2i YET ARAM (U) (CD) Wes Gay Keasov 4 11 5_ 


coal UJCU fane 031 "Baer 5 all— 

P ASTRAL WV4I1ER (5) ts SWJS5 J 11 0 — 1 Qaseombe (3) 


0 DECBI THE SEC0W1 37U) P Rnfiri 4 11 0- 


EASY USIEMNO N Ha»W 4 11 0 
0 aAUWYSCSS(24miaarrsJU 
0- OMIHAN(248)NH8aM4110 
HAE3Q1MCX >1 Treme 4 11 0 _ 

30 SAie.pMJt'urasiiO 

5& 5HOWfWnt(3O6)RHarren6U0. 


S 


2 13F34P CERIUt ANGLE UA)n(V)PH0UB 7 U10-AP McCoy 

3 535240 ROYALMPEH (NZ) (IS) AJ Vfeon 911 4 R Greene 

i 564F51- tUGSBMANMf (280) M ftaflsax* J ID 12. 

Hall 

5 1W5 PADOT3NAY 117) TO R Bdfer 9 108. 

6 25P1P4 TIGER CU3I US (Q A Hottis 10 10 2 . 

7 544340- AHAIW (CAM) {199) U Pipe 5 IDO. 

8 (7550-1 ft!JSe-B gSBJ H Babble 100 Sa-S?bamt0n (5) 

-IMaM- 

AMbiuti wc&t: IOsl The han*ao ae&Rs: Knanr. «*M 9a 10ft. 
BSTTHG: 100-30 RaM, 4-1 Bmenlpa. 92 Ccrtata Aatfe. 5-1 
Sfaandi DM, 13-2 Paddyway, 8-1 Ruth, 9-1 Royal Hper, 12-1 Tiger 



— R Greene 
rTJwmerfT) 
-SCtareo 


tXWF SOPWES DfiBAJI OBJ Braflij 3110- 

€5-526 S«AN SIHEaiffi) (25) C MM 51l0_ 


JlikTOaa 
TJttrafa 

— HMRoa 

WE5TEIW PUJBOY S Zae i 110 RFMnt 

- 14 declared - 

BEIT1NG: 7-4 Inda Fona. 7i Ittasab, *-l Yet Afftt. 1IM Stare FMtt, 
13-1 SMa Sben. Eeqr UMaMae Saftel 291 oOrere 

Ft SjEl CHARD SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 
I £2,430 added 2m 3f 210yds 

SSff-ll HAHBY(B)03y»S>&'i^i :? OJtadratf 

53M4J0 SLEEPKTE (FR) (IS) ‘.V Tunc* 6 11 5 JPreer(7) 


3J2Q 


DUNSTER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
£42>00 added 3m 

11333F RftMBOff CASTLE (ID) P KfcncfeS 12 0 APMcCoy 

62P253 PHPERS08(U)MM«ptUee9ll8. 


0414-21 S010 GENT [1« TO A )onra 7 11 4. 
/.T2343- HOWL SAXON |40MP Boren 10 11 4. 


2 163f-65 MAX»« EXPRESS 08 GBDKT«S 106- 


je-BTaomtas 5) 

-SI 


4 cottzawTOJaaf^sjoa- 
31UPS IOIAAIARE TO C ^ra". s 13 12 T D re com b e g) 

U3O0D6 ODIMSTH? (30) 9 3^3^1012 NRflbjJngSJU (7) 

COED PERFECT BEJOE C27G) V 3aKfl^ 4 10 m 2 — SOStea(7) 

4J4644 SWWENPRDCE(l9)C^acfs*r-“ 3012 RJnfan 

lEAIWMPje-11012 __--A PHeOjy 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

9 SCORA nR9HtujA^r«7 2D12.__JlrRActfai(5)B 

ID 30QCW pjygawypqGfgfBiDT Hfti i ui» 

- 10 d eclared »■ 

BETTMB: 64 To Jut M Ifany, M Sfaeptta, 91 Bancea Mtce, 7-1 
Coraaoara. IM OM Ifattar, 18-1 Ittanait. 2ML attm 

Ire orel STOKE ST MARY NOVICE HANDICAP 
l±=rj CHASE (CLASS 0 £4*200 added 2m 3f 

1 PB811- AFlBl1MnKP33JBK3rte9120 GfaBH 

2 22125 l«ffltC»USrfi)MPj»51111 APMcCoy 

3 33603 XDOSPROABffillBCPsclwSllB 

7 Drawee (3) 



G 352-621 CAILIEinBI(I5)TOPKH&r8iaQ. 

7 4PP-066 COOL CHASACTBt (Q R BuMer 8 10 0.. 

3 006-U33 tMllJC C»a. p4) (BFJ C Pcrram 5 1C D„_T ] 

-adedved- 

LSnmim uetffit lOs. Due tansup M4pB:CalMs (her So Set. CoalCtop 
»er. Gafic Gn 3s 56. 

BEnraG:»CaAI«aieire.ll-4SMoG^7-aMikMOretle.MPW 
per Star, Boyaf Sna, 201 Kraarai BdHiras, 12-1 ottais. 


330 


OCXNOLLER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3^00 added 2m If 
122241 0UTRA»ffi*[fl9tl4TOMPw-miD-, — APUeCey 

ioo-b men B3ue <s uro p H ate 5 no. 

302=5- FABULOUS 111010(229 USamm 6 IDO. 


35-53 MUBR0FrRMSU(14}RAIner51D0. 

460 AD0t*SISfl2)D&aw«i«lDQ 

-Sdeelnd- 


— PHoira 
•Heatoyffl 
—APrador 


Uuaua wage lDtt. Tma Iraidtra ai FatMns Atao Ba 13a. MB- 

srtrt ftoea. 4$nzs 9a 1*l 

BETTBIft 4£0 d 1 RaWUBUM atote, WknftBMa, 54ladn 
Eddie, 18-1 Mottck M 


SANDOWN 


LOO NASONE (nap) 
3-35 Potter^ Bay 
2.10 Strong MetScine 


HYPERION 
2M Vahnti 
3.10 Church Law 
3-40 FftzyvfBIam 


GOING: Good (Good io Pum m placcsl. 

STALLS: Sbal^it aunt - C at rede: remainder - tnadc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: lUp!> namben. bes Tor SL 

■ Right-ftand roarsc *ah still fences, and on uphill finish. 

■ Racecourse Is rei A307. four miles south of Ktnpaoru Esher railway station («nxr 
from London. Waterloo) adjoins course. ADMISSION; Dub S)E>, Junior Club ( 16 - 
25ynt) Slti; Grandstarei & Paddock S 10 (studcMalS): Pari 14. CAR PARK Free, nr 
£2 In met nb e n - 


SIS 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITS RUNNERS: » Ntebotson - TO wlnncfs from SI run 
new gbrea a sureeas ratio of TO.TAb and a profit in a 1 1 k-vrt aulr of 150X18; J Glffnrd - 
21 vtancre, 127 nmnas. 1A.SS, +S9.41. 0 Sher w ood - 9 winners 43 numcre. 2n.0t. ■ 
SIRS; G Balding- 7 wsnere,6l runners. 1 1 jwa. -SCU5>. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: 8 Dast*ood|p - 2« was, !H> rides. ;EU‘>b. +S43JC; A Magnirr 
- 17 wtna. 80 riden. 21.3V -Slh.49: J Oaborne - 14 mns, fai itdex. 14.fi%>. -SiRjtl; P 
Hide - 10 wins, 72 tides. IBM, -S7B0. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: (4.10V 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN HATS: None. 

LONG-OSTANCB RONNERft Stately Bome(2.I0) has ham Mid 237 (Win. by V Rownr 
Cron H awjf orchrew. Pytcd; Acavtode (Z.40 ) mw l4Bnu)»a» fa-C Popham from Wr-a Bog- 
borotwh. Somnse*. 


Hf 7vfl EBF “NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
L±±5li (CLASS P) £4,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty WbIub £2370 


18-1 HL0BBCAW LAMP (21) TO lA tfa F WO) jx) Mr B Bara) D MtNAam 5 U IP 

JtMaedra 


AWIRD (Ms PWQpa Ceocer) R tore 5 U 0. 


DOStOoi 

-LAspetffl 


tWOOSP BLACK ETAIENEin 13a NnUrt A Jam 5 11 0 

PB60&2 CAIVASO pi) ®4 4 Jarvs 5 11 D 

1- H2EN0SKP (209) i7 derive are) Ur IV 9rrmnl N tenktson 4 11 0 


50 RAtEWARRAME (12)0413) Uayd \K0lxr)O5herMxd 5 110. 
JAZZMAN a Fuffl A jarus 4 11 0- 


10-4 NASONE 02) UotafedsaDJ &tod 5110- 


1216-24 fEATFEAT (IS) (Fcoa aefan U31 D Qsmnn 6 11 0 — 
559-0 rtRSBALRMPh(A6BNdanoRlABtaMtve5110. 


0-B ROSSEU EUW p^iRtiwT 4 Btotath Htow) Ms iPimat 5 11 0 , 


I ARBRCnM 
— I Osborne 

.OCaltgitT 

FMda 

F Haley 

— DSkyrme 


134 SUPREME CHARM tZWPJVnOJKBaiBy 4 UO.. 
052-0 IDCHNAXEAL(29) (SNrrftalCMalCdiA 109— 
-13 declared - 


BET7W& 9-4 Mntcaae Lamp. 7-2 NaaoM, 92 FtleoBslif, 5-2 Svprtete 0mm. 12-1 Cakare, 
Bala Warprae, Heat FoN. 14-1 Rcsredi Idaod, 16-1 20-1 attere 
19BS: CM Eararane 5 11 10 A P McCoy 94 <P Ncftofa) 10 tan 

FORM GUDE 

NASONE is thousht IMy to benefc. tram a peat or test of sumfaa Than he mgn haw 
here, but jpttng 10(0 tnxn Humcane Lamp and sure to be better for his Newtiury run 11 
days ag>. re may sol be gsod enough- Nasone is by an Amencan are caled Neaity A 
Nose and is a tad gtiang waft Navy of patemiai. He made a tmnfng debut m a Neu - 
biay bumper last Mardi and. elffl days l«er. was paefted mto the big QWtenham farmper 
in wfueft tie ttd acR to be lOtfi of 24 ensasenne ns mmocnence. Ouipeced Uvou0) ifte 
final heK-mie. he a&m faixid happenmga bit loo qutcMy on Ns hurtMhg debut at 

Newbuy, but stayed on to be fourth to Hoft Wamor without being pven a hard time. Hur- 
ricane lamp ran twee here m Dumpers tasi season, wewng tire lira of them by sew 
lengths m a 20-strong hie-up. He was due to reappear at Wetiierby on 19 November tart 
the meetiig was snowed oft He spent several hours in the horee-Mx that day ana was 
in action at Warwick only two oays later, but he was sun impressne on his tarsi run over 
jumps, vanning as he pleased, despite taxing a strong tug from me cm There are not 
many opportunities In the way of three-mile or even two and a half mfe novices' hurdles 
over tne nee three weeks and mat may have a bearing on Kim Barley's deoaon to run 
Supreme Charm here, even tnoutfi he chosa an Ascot three-mder for this piomang edd- 
ing*s British and hurdles debut three weeks ago. Fourth to Carole's Ctusaaer, Supreme 
Charm shouki pay to fallow- Friendship is one of throe sons of Strang Gale in the irre^ 
up and ha won a &xxJ-&Duna May bumper at Worcester on nls sole Hanoi last season. 
Jazzman makes some appeal on petitffQe and is one a note. Selection: NASONE 

PT5H1 BOVISLELUOTTNOWCE CHASE (CLASS Q £6,500 added 
1=®J 2m 4f UDyds Penalty Value £4*814 

1 6121-11 POT[ra*S BAY (2B| (D) Ms JEPDCEfl D Mdtiscn 7 11 7 AMa&ift* 

2 400(11-1 REDenDURSBFmTO<MnTBnaa«JCA)nj?U4 PMde 

3 4raaV- TWPlflWCHWG (788) 0VV Site E Stems) NHerdason 10 110 -AM FR?gs»alJ 

- 3 dectreed - 

BE7IMR: 5-4 Bedeesgeresdr, 9-4 Potter's Bay, 5-2 Triple WBetdng 
1995: Daft Honey 1010 12 R Ckjrwoody 6-4 (S Doe) 2 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

REDEBMOURSELF was chased home by Nahttien Lad and Arnum in lancing the Doug 
Barron Hartfcsp HretSe (2m 60 here last December and that Is good farm. The utree- 
le^th seowid. Naihen lad. was ffrtDng 3D. while Aneum. Nreody a ff»od winner thu sea- 
son. was conoetfng only 71b. RBOeemyourEetf was off the course from then until making 
a wtanng cftasflg debut at AJewtarry last month and ne Is a Itftfly raced seven-year-ofa, 
but he has won seven ones, chovmig gatha mprovement, and he pul in a cvspiay of 
sound jrenpmg * Newbuy, where ne mpy not hare met atythfag of tne calm of Pot- 
to's Bay. but impressed with the manner of his wn. PoBErt Bey was Nways going (o 
make a chaser and fas sp mgtme hurdtos wins at Wetherby and Stratfaro fast season 
were a bonus. He was put into a nonces' handicap at Wetherby far his chasing debut and 
wee a more convincing winner from Random Hanrest (these bn tiera) than the twolengm 
marge aigyatt. wNe he had plenty In ham at Chefnanfiam last month when beating 
fastwonreb, Rimsy Truth and General Pongo (winner since). Sthctly speaking good go- 
ing fewuis Peter's Bar. but there could be some easing tn l he ffound and Bedeemy- 
oureeB. who gets 3*>. is possfaiy the better hone. Triple Witching was trained hy Daw) 
Mcholson when winig the Tae SIverTiopty (Cheptsow) and subsequently a Grade TV® 
three-imier i Newbury) three years srdl That level of farm makes him well worth noting on 
fas beared return, tfas time wider the Nick Henderson banner, but it sUB asking a lot of 
him to beat two useful, race-ffi younfsr rtrefc. gelar.tlon- HEDEEMVtXIRS&F 




BOVIS CROWNGAP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 8} £14000 
added 2m 4f UDyds Penalty Value £6,775 

1 52R024- BRADBUW STAR (246? (CD) clams Canpbe® J&faaill 120 FMda 

2 112620 EASIHOBPE (28) (C) (Ltonft Bro^fanl Mas H Kngt 8 13 7 MARngnM 

3 3M10F STRONG UHJICIKE (13) (CD) fljr 0 B A fDfl K8aAey9 110 fOttoma 

4 15-231P CONTI DTSTROVAL (FR) pfi) TO IBonstl Ksay) G Babng 5 10 1 _ 

5 U22412 sway HQ*e 09 m tan paomip Bum 5 ido ah«*» 

-Bdadraad- 

Mfanun *a&c IDs. T« fanMno «e»t Solti, Home SH 13b 

BETTWQ: 7-4 Stmog Madcte, 5-2 Easttarpe, 61 BraOray Star, Stately Horae. 61 CortS dlfa- 

tmN 

1RR5: lonesone Glory (USA) 7 10 0 Bfyrte Ifler 11-4 (C Baku 4 m 
FORM GUIDE 

Strong Miwfarlun took in the big meetings et Cheftenfam and Ainbee last season, but 
dk) not have the best of luck. He was broutfu dorei at me nWh fa tfw Wke Wah«)m)Wm 
Mur Handicap Chare at CheREnham and did ue« io keep fus fan after a (hnf-fence rots - 
take in the tamer Jouet Handicap Ctase at Aonree. He recovered to be mw to At For 
Luck and Mo^re Harbour, desprte the dsetnea of 3m If perhaps Oemg a shBde beyond 
habestHefeaatNewt«ybsttH»ie,buthadprevta«iyva>natNBwbiByandharebe- 
tare being beaten (Ufa wrong In the hantcap) in the Murptv's Gold Cia> at Chetanham. 
He should go well and may neat £a«tton» far a thfaf ante tfaa season. A stnng of wms 
fast season has made Eawhorpe took vulnerable bom a handicapping sBmdpobn, but tr 
the context of ir*s race tfwi may not manor too much because CONTI DXMlRUVALwon 
four consecutive* fast term ana is stnjggng to recapture his best farm. There ere not 

Ufa many positives ter come ovrt ol tfas season's eftorre to date, but vMth the tacatg trefoil 
of lOst Ub and Tony McCoy on top. Conti DT-souwl, stfl ofay so, surely can be ghen 
another chance. Bradbwy star looks a handicao snip on old ahWty but utrte what hs 
level of farm wut be tf« season is hard to say. The way Josh GfflbrtTs horses am oflwng 
It would be no surprise if Bradbury Star managed to stamp he class, but he could nutie 
easily need this first run over fences for more than a year. Stately Horae has been kepi 
busy for ourtB some ame and looks up Bganst n despite the ouesdon marks agamst tne 
omere. Selectloe: CONTI D'ESTRUVAL 

ro27i] BOVIS CROWNGAP WINTER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) 
\4n*tU[ (Grade 2 j fisjOOO added 2m 6f Penalty Value £9^45 

3124-11 |A»TANNB»(33)TO0«VHaWDNioi*Bn7U7 A 


22P05-1 YAHW (13) Ml E SU1) J ON 6 U 4 . 

0230-3 AJSVBnC (23) (Mrs D Emery, Mr a Sef*e, »* E Mcntj C Pc*ran 4 11 0 


2F33 BAOeY{25)(BF)Pfc«4asCDcpenRRore6110 

U24i s swat room mm ido&s aw* Bare no — 

51-4422 SWERlM)SEL|27) (MssSRudDH M&NMacatty4 109 . 

-Bdtdared- 


Jl AHbtfcttf 
AtnUbra 
-fitadky 
— SVFpaw 


BEimft: 4-5 Jack Tanrar, 94 YHnL'R-1 Eate®, lfal Rhcr ROOM, 33-1 AtaMstiC, 651 Soper- 


199S See More BusHera 5 U 4 a P *«»y 1S8 IP Ndiofcf 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

JACK TANNER is *r another Grade 7w pvem, having wen one st Umsetar fast nme. But 
then he was faced by only two mate and came home a distance dear at profabtnve odds. 
His effort so best Make A Stand by s wide margn sUl has some value because that rival 
has gone on io win a valuable harxAcap here over a shorter mp. Jack Tanner, a fine fourth 
to Urubande in the Sun Alliance Nonces' Hurdle at Cheltenham fast March, junps wefl 
end is one the better staying prospects around. He can pt the better of Vabml. who must 
be classed as a more eaposed type of horse, despne Bie taking manner of Ms reappear- 
ance success at Newbury w a nee-mAe nowres' hurdle. He beat Menesanrc and Her- 
bett Ltiae; by 11 lengths and tour and it remains to be seen whether me ease of the win 
was a shade flatremg or not CortaiNy. he was umudey to meet some good homes * fin- 
isfang runner-up on four occasions fast season and there cou« be a nrae handicap to be 
won somewhere along the Ire. Rfara Room tools mat Best on form, but MavtsOc, a 
decent ounper horse, may have a M more petentud and he can be fanned to step up 
on the farm of Ms Wbvcamon thkfl to KAirengun. finlecttewr JACK TANNER 


3JjO 


P & 0 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) ElOyOOO added 3m 
5f UDyds Penally Value £6)878 

2414-11 WCHCAfiiflCH U») fa) f^J eaten J 1^7117 C 

5F2-1P2 CHW£HIAW(U)(UsLCT«hi)MsL1aytar910Q . 

25-1223 HtOZBI DROP (2^ UDcMUai) PFSchere9lOO 


JlMt«Are 
S ft* 


4 255600 WOODLANDS GEMHRE (5) IYftnkn& rMDresffirdWei) P Prarrad 11 10 0 

.W MMr a 

-4dodared- 

MWmtBn a rape IOsl Ttue hakScap we#K: Ctiutfl Law 9H 12ft. Ffoxn DRW 9si 9b. HtooSands 
GanNte 7st Ofa 

BETTMtt M toctaaoch. 3-1 Charit law, 5-1 Horen Drop. 05-1 Wnodbmts G«al*e 
1S9S: VMskri 12 11 10 W Unon 4-1 (Ms 1 ftensn) 9 ren 
FORM GUIDE 

MCHCARJDCH, already e three-une winner here, mtce carer fences, looks more than 
capable of defyrg list 7fo ajpma fas three opponents, even if Church Leer and Frozen 
Drop are not far out ot me hantecap proper. Jeff Casarewtich winner has looked 
better man ever as a jumper mb term and he mastered a race type. Grey Smoke, nere 
a month ago before comfortably tfepoeing or Go Baiksoc in e narxkcap at Ascot Church 
Law's run to drwde Cftnstmes Gorse and Stop Die WNJer at wenwci. fere time mbs a rie- 
cen effort and the soivid jumper is one ro keep m mind even if tndteaufadi has fas mea- 
sure tfas time. Both should apprecaaip the tup. Selection: INCHCAILLOCH 


3.40 


SURREY RACING JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4000 added 3YO 2m UOyds Penalty Value £2^05 

l TMDJMN(USA)(2S)TOitarawe»iilttEAtaiesU7 CMaode 

0 ALAHBO (ffi) (M) John Poyreon) IWtorns 113 AMa«We 

BARANOV PAD Sum Nash) D hknay &i«th 11 3 D&SzgMr 

NSMUMH (USA) (taf Mdbnt I SMkg U 3 IQtterae 

GOWDHItEWM)(ASOiaM04Cmedrall3 Hfadrads 

6 SANBCOBTIl^iPMUtwiey) PUccrey 113 SRyptpjB 

3 S0UNBtlHK(2S)(l AUw4 AHdellS PHk 


00 KfaMNAFA (13) Da>rd Hatuneiscr^ J Moor 10 12 _ 

SPIRAL RYHtIV SC Dugan MU9*f 1012 

4 VERONEAHttNC0(B)(GenyBDjer)BtaNtElD12- 
NK5PSBCOTOW«VHFtl»W)ytcaoctelOir- 
-UdBdmd- 


.WHAM 

.WMantM 

BFnta 


BEJIWfc 74 ntu iM Mv S3 Far DM. B-l WMspafag Dram, P-l Wttr irafo Iti-iB—rev. 
VsnotcaFreaeo, 12-1 Go WlUi Tin Wtad, 20-1 others 
199& MWlfi Daicer 3 U ID i Ossonc 7-4 s> 5ftenood) 11 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FimmuiAM looks mt ta es u ng on fas hurdles debut. He won carer ID furlongs 81 Ponte- 
fract fa July and rounoad cfl h fegnt five -race Hal campa^r wan a second to Dear Lite 
over 12 tortenp at Nawnwte. The father he went, the better tie looted m that race 
and ho should have no trouble lasting the trip aveMan&ar. Cfass-wtse, ha seems, ® tare 
Ub to fora. Far Dram has already shown he tan jtanp, however, and he was a com- 
fcrfable nmer at Winds or 26 days ago. Tfas ffatie. potcnteBy. X least, loots touffter. 
Go Wftb The Vrtuf t trump can) s stamina, while Baranw. WNsprafng DawA and the 
HumuBfcn third, SohSer Mak, cartel fd1 mate an impact, too. fifaecHnn: FnZWUlWM 

1= V- 


Steward 

rejects 

Tyson 

approach 


Boxing 


The leading trainer Emanuel 
Steward has rejected overtures 
from Mike Tyson's camp io 
work with ihe former undisput- 
ed world heavj-weighi champi- 
on and will remain with Britain's 
Lennox Lewis. Frank Malone>'. 
Lewis's manager, yesterday 
claimed lhai Steward's decision 
proved thal Lewis was The best 
henvyweighi in ihe world". 

Steward was approached b> 
Tyson's handlers io lake over 
his training routines follow ing 
ihe surprise loss of his World 
Boxing Association heavy* 
wcighl" title io Evander Holy- 
field. Bui the overlord of 
Del rnii's famous Kronk gym- 
nasium believes Lewis is ihe best 
heavyweight in (he world and 
warns io remain with ihe bcsi. 

Maloney said: “Lewis has 
the besi irainer in ihe world be- 
cause Tyson wenl after him. And 
il proves to everyone Lennox is 
ihe best heavyweight in ihe 
world as Emanuel decided to 
stay with him. 

"If Lennox and Tyson were 
ever io meet. Emanuel has pre- 
dicted there would be only one 
winner, and he wanes to be in 
the winner's corner. 

“Obviously he would have 
been paid a lot of money, but 
il just goes to show how good 
his contract is with Lewis. He 
rang me io say he had been ap- 
proached to take over Tyson and 
other heavyweights, bul told me 
he was going nowhere. The 
Lewis team isa loyal team, and 
this is all part of that. When you 
look back, it's one of the only 
championship teams that hasn't 
had a lot of changes in iL'’ 

Steward switched camps to 
join Lewis after training Oliv- 
er McCall to take the World 
Bating Council title from Lewis 
at Wembley Arena in Septem- 
ber 1994. Lewis had been pre- 
viously trained by the Puerto 
Rican Pepe Correa. 

Since then. Steward has mas- 
terminded Lewis' wins over Li- 
onel Butler in a WBC final 
eliminator, Justin Fortune, 
Tommy Morrison and Ray Mer- 
cer in his last Sghr at Madison 
Square Garden in May. 

Steward said: “i suppose it is 
quite flattering to be asked by 
Mike to work with him. A lot of 
people believe that is the No 1 
trainer' s job in boxing but I had 
to tell him and his people I al- 
ready have the top job." 


Henley to 
hand out 
the silver 


Rowing 


Optimism and celebration fea- 
tured at the Henley Stewards 
meeting at the Royal Automo- 
bile Club yesterday. Mike 
Sweeney, the Henley chairman, 
announred an overall profit of 
£184,658 achieved without any in- 
crease in the rate of membership 
subscriptions. 

Income was up by 7-5 per 
cent, mainly due to the growth 
in guest ticket sales and in- 
creased catering income, while 
expenditure was kept to infla- 
tion level at three percent. 

The Stewards celebrated their 
success by correcting a 30-year 
omission, the presentation of sil- 
ver goblets to the winners of the 
Henley coxless pairs: such pre- 
sentations ceased 30 years ago. 
Two of the major beneficiaries 
yesterday were Steve Redgrave 
and Matthew Pinseni. habitual 
winners in recent years who 
were awarded goblets for their 
1995 win, when they broke the 
course record. 

Redgrave, with a record sev- 
en Henley wins in this event to 
his crediL four with Pinsent, two 
with Andy Holmes, his Seoul 
Olympics "gold medal partner, 
and one with Simon Berc&ford. 
will receive the other silverware 
due to him, together with all the 
other winners over the 30 years, 
at the Royal Regatta next July. 

Redgrave, who has won a to- 
tal of 15 Henley medals be- 
tween 1981 and 1995, was 
further honoured by being 
elected as the only new Stew- 
ard of the Regatta this year. The 
position of women at Henley 
was secured with the news that 
the Queen has agreed io the 
naming of a new trophy, the 
Princess Royal Challenge Cup. 
which will be presented to the 
winners of the women's sculls, 
an event introduced in 1993. 

The Regatta's financial suc- 
cess also led to a further 
£265.000 being transferred to 
the Stewards Charitable Trust 
which funds a full time nation- 
al coach for juniore and assists 
with other schemes to foster 
rowing for youngsters. 
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sport 


Fed into the process of growing up, boxing appeared unfailingly 
heroic; refracted through time, noble images flourished in the mind 


Sure, it is mare of a business than 
a sport, at times callous and cruel, 
exploitative, and all too often trag- 
ic, but no matter how legitimate the 
case against boxing, fascination pre- 
vails over ambivalence. 

ftd into the process of growing up, 
boxing appeared unfailingly heroic; 
refracted through time, noble images 
flourished in the mind. 1 would learn, 
it is not a metaphor for life but, as 
Joyce Carol Oates wrote, "a unique, 
dosed, self-referential world, in which 
the individual is in one sense pos- 
sessed of a will tantamount to God's, 
in another totally helpless.” 

Donald McCrae first sensed box- 
ing's mysterious thrill as a boy in 
Germiston* South Africa, confused 
by the brutal indignities of apartheid 
endured by his black friends. Excited 
by their descriptions of Muhammad 
Ali, he later undertook a journey 


that led to the publication Dark 
Trade (Mainstream £14.99), a vivid 
study of the one sport that should 
never be referred to as a game. 

Anyone who has ever wondered 
what goes on in the minds of fight- 
ers, what strange instinct draws them 
back, time and time again, to the vi- 
cious realities of the ring, wQl gain 
from the confidences McCrae es- 
tablished on bis travels. 

Two months before indictment Hoi 
rape, shortly before fighting Dono- 
van “Razor” Ruddock for the sec- 
ond time, his undisputed world 
heavyweight championship gone, 
Tyson told McCrae: “That's the 
only thing that's certain in my life. 
Fighting Ruddock. Who knows what 
else is coming'? I don't... an' some- 
times, you know, 1 don't even care. 
Sometimes 1 get a real bad feeling 
in my stomach, that it’s gonna come 


crashing down an' m be back where 
I started.” 

Dark visions of doom. One of the 
greatest heavyweight diampkins, Joe 
Louis glad-handing pitifully from a 
wheelchair at Caesars Palace. Sonny 
Liston, broke and drugged up when 
found dead in Las Vegas. “Even Ali, 
look at AH," Tyson said. “I love Ali 
but when they introduce him at my 
fights 1 look away. Sure, they cheer 
him, but where's his beauty now, bis 
speed. Ids talent? It’s gone, it’s gone.” 

For some of us McCrae's experi- 
ences have a familiar, disturbing ring. 
The loss of innocence, the onset of 
cynicism. Only the names are dif- 
ferent 

Ring tragedies eat into our con- 
science. “When something like this 
happens you wonder whether box- 
ing is worth the candle,’' Eddie 
Thomas said when Johnny Owen's 



KEN JONES 


/was returned to Merthyr Tyd- 

terrfbleslLdcjw that fell acrossGer- 
ald McClellan's life as the result of 
a ferocious contest against Nigel 
Benn. Poor Michael \ratson. 

McCrae got close to Watson, lis- 
tened while he prepared for the sec- 
ond of two tussles against Chris 


Eubank, noted his earnest expres- 
sions of faith in God -and then saw 
it happen. More probably the result 
of cumulative p unishm ent - rather 
than the heavy blow an almost 
beaten Eubank landed at the end of 
the 11th .round, Watson slipped 
' into a coma from 'whibfche will nev- 
er fully recover. 

As Hugh McDvanney states in 
Mclhranney on Baring (Mainstream 
£15.99), an update of two previous 
collections, “Of course, sad stories 
are never hard to find in boxing. AH 
too often the game's cruelties seem 
too much to be balanced by its ex- 
hilaratio ns— I shall spare myself and 
everyone else another confession 
about a lifelong enthusiasm in- 
creasingly assailed by misgivings.” 

That McUvarmey, the most cele- 
brated of British sportswriters, ad- 
mits to shivers of unease about an 


activity embedded deep in his psy- 
che is certainly far more important 
than objections based only on the 
principle that boring hits no place 
in a civilised society. . 

Over the the_ last 25 years not 
much in boxing has escaped McH- 
varmey’s attention, and nobody in 
tha t time hag matched the hi g h quaU 
ity of his analytical prose or been 
more acutely aware of the sport’s im- 
plications. - 

A big advantage, one I shared 
with Mcllvannev, was to be around 
at the time of figures far more no- 
table than nearly all those McCrae 
interrogated, what, one wonders 
would McCrae have made of Ali, 
Joe Frazier, a young George Fore- 
man. Lany Holmes, Marvin Hagler, 
Sugar Ray Leonard, Thomas 
Hearns, Roberto Duran? And on 
this ride of the pond, Ken Bucha- 


nan,-Howaid Winstone, John Con- 
te h, Chris and Kevin Finnegan. 
Bany McGuigan and ethers? 

The publication of Frazier’s au- 
tobiography (Smokin' Joe-, Robson 
Books, £16.95) revealed him to be 
bitterly at odds with Ali, a man un- 
able to forgive the taunts he suffered 
throughout their epic saga. At- 
tempts have since been made to 
bring about a reconciliation. 

As usual, the sport is well served 
by The British Bating Board of Con- 
trol Yearbook, edited and compiled 
by Barry J Hugman (Queen Anne 
Press; £14.99), and the A-Z of 
World Baring by Bert Bleweu (Rub- 
son Books, £2195) is a well pro- 
duced work of reference. From 
Zero io Hero (Andre Deutsch. 
£15.99), written with Norman 
Oilier, brings the curtain down on 
Frank Bruno's career. 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS: Football is now big business in publishing. Phil Shaw samples the latest prose Brighton 


Mining a highly 
lucrative seam 






Hard on the heels of Fever 
Pitch comes sales piteb. The un- 
precedented volume of books 
vying for our cash this Christ- 
mas reflects the fact that, in the 
aftermath of Nick Hornby’s ex- 
traordinary success, publishers 
have never been more willing to 
take a chance on football. 

So fashionable has the game 
become that autobiographies of 
two legendary figures are actu- 
ally enjoying a run among the 
Top 10 hardbacks. Dalglish, by 
Kenny Dalglish with Henry 
Winter (Hooder & Stoughton. 
£16.99), reveals more of one 
complex character than Jack 
Charlton (Partridge Press, 
£16.99) docs of another, with- 
out quite demonstrating that the 
“rear King Kenny is as funny 
a man os his friends claim. 

Dalglish relives the Hills- 
borough disaster with all the 
sensitivity he showed at the 
time, and there is no self-pity as 
he recounts how the pressure 
eventually caused his head to 
•explode". It is also evident that 
much of his famous taciturnity 
comes from his domineering 
mentor at Celtic. Jock Stein. 

Chariton, in contrast, was 
often at odds with Don Revie 
before Leeds became u force, 
vet there is more of Revie 's cau- 
tious outlook in his approach to 
management than he lets on. 
Peter Byrne. Big Jack's “ghost” 
and doyen of Irish football 
writers, might have been better 
employed penning an objective 
biography. 

On to two less “traditional" 
books, which view football in the 
way that made Hornby famous: 
as part of popular culture, 
fin ked t« » the wider world. Euro 
vr> inspired two enjoyable ex- 
amples, Dave Hill's EngluwFs 
Glory: 1966 And Ali Tltat (Pan. 
£y.99t and David Thomson's 
4-2 (Bloomsbury. £16.99). 

Hill, by starting his book 
about England’s distant World 
Cup triumph with an account of 
Geoff Hurst handling a quest ion 
and answer session at Bu din's 
in Bognor Regis, makes plain 
hi» intention to probe beyond 
mythology and mere football. 
The reader becomes as well ac- 
quainted with the style of 
Harold Wilson as the steel of 
Ray Wilson. 

Thomson's hunk has been 
described, misleadingly, as the 
first to focus entirelv on one 


game, the ’66 final. In feet, the 
author uses the match as a peg 
on which to hang the story of his 
own journey of self-discovery 
(well, it was the 60s). So the sex- 
ual revolution rubs shoulders 
with England's wingless wonders, 
while Alf Ramsey is compared 
with Philip Larkin. Dull, it isn't 

Pete Davies wrote a classic 
about the 1990 World Cup, .45 
Played Oul His follow-up, I Lost 
My Heart to the Doncaster BeUes 
(Heincmann, £14.99) is not, by 
definition of its subject matter, 
of similarly epic proportions, but 
it docs not disappoint. Davies 
followed the fabled women's 
team through 1994-95, eliciting 
the players' thoughts, about 
the game and their “private’’ 
lives. Patronise these “ladies" at 
your peril 

Simon Inglis should also fig- 
ure in any self-respecting fan's 


The sexual 
revolution rubs 
shoulders with 
England’s 
wingless wonders. 
Dull, it isn’t 


library. An updated version of his 
Football Grounds of Britain 
(Collins Willow. £14.99) is par- 
ticularly timely, what with the old 
architecture of football disap- 
pearing and new stadiums rising 
everywhere. Inglis gives new 
meaning to the words “detail", 
“research" and “expert", while 
his vigorous prose sets him apart 
from groundhopping anoraks. 

There is now an indispensable 
companion volume. The Football 
Fan's Guide, by Janet Williams 
and Mark Johnson (Harper 
Collins. £S.99). not only gives in- 
credibly precise directions to 
every ground but also details of 
which pubs to drink in {and 
which to avoid), where to get a 
good vegeburger and even the 
state ol the toilets. 

Meanwhile. Elegance Borne if 
Brutality: An Eclectic History of 
the Fitotball Boca, by Ian Mc- 
Arthur and Dave Kemp (Two 
Heads Publishing; £15.99 hard- 
back, £R99 paperback), is an ex- 
ample of how to turn a cow’s 


hide into a silk purse. From the 
primitive M anfiel d-Ho (spur to 
today's Predator, boots have 
been an essential yet invariably 
overlooked facet of the game. 
When the authors wrote to the 
Football Association, they were 
informed that there was nothing 
on footwear in Lancaster Gate's 
collection of 2,000 books and 
were they sure this would make 
a book? They were, it has, and 
it is lovingly illustrated to booL 
Another visual treat is One: 
Images of a Goalkeeping Season, 
featuring the photographs of 
Robert (son of Bob) Wilson 
(Boxtree, £10.99). There is not 
a single action shot, nor, curi- 
ously, many of hands thou gh, as 
his fether suggests in an eloquent 
introduction, “the dedication 
and the effort and the drive 
oozes out of some of the stud- 
ies”. Most are of scarred, stub- 
bly faces, brilliantly evoking the 
solitary nature of a breed apart 
Equally original, but in the 
field of biography, is Richard 
Adamson's Bogota Bandit 
(Mainstream, £14.99). The sub- 
title - “The Outlaw life of 
Charlie Mitten: Manchester 
United’s penalty king" - reveals 
more, as well as linking the book 
to a club whose name should en- 
courage the sales it deserves. 

Mitten was part of Old Uaf- 
ford’s first great side after the 
Second World War. He broke 
with the feudal set-up of Eng- 
lish football to go ana play for 
a millionaire football baron in 
Colombia. An adventure story 
of sorts, it is also a critique of 
the insularity endemic in these 
islands. 

The cover of Dream On: A 
Year in the Life of a Premier 
League Club , by Alex Fynn and 
H Davidson (Simon & Schus- 
ter. £14.99), shows a wall on 
which names like Greaves, Jen- 
nings and Chivers are spray- 
painted. The shot conjures up 
Tottenham's past, inviting com- 
parisons with Hunter Davies' 
seminal study. The Glory Game. 

Although it is strong on the 
acrimony between Terry Ven- 
ables and Alan Sugar, as well as 
ou the politics of the Premier 
League and the unfettered 
commercialism of the big dubs, 
(he book seldom emulates its 
predecessor’s ability to be a fly 
on the dressing-room wall. 
Once bitten. Spurs were obvi- 
ously twice shy. 
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Shaka Histop, as seen in One - Images of a Goafkeeping Season 


Derick Allsop's Kicking in the 
Wind (Headline, £14.99) suc- 
ceeds rather better in getting 
“inside" a dub the way Hunter 
Davies did. That the club is ter- 
minally unsuccessful Rochdale 
rather than some Premiership 
pic should not deter potential 
purchasers. AJlsop turns a year 
m their humdrum existence 


into a gripping soap opera, 
whose plots and personnel will 
engage even those who have 
□ever visited the town. 

/ Think TU Manage, by psy- 
chologist George Sik (Headline, 
£15.99) promises insights into 
the tricks of the managerial 
trade. Unless you count Dave 
Bassett staging Christmas in 


August, his interviewees are 
actually rather short on “tricks". 
However, the black humour of 
a precarious profession shines 
through. What, the author asks 
Jim Smith, keeps you at it? “The 
mortgage," he replies. 

Talking of the domestic life 
of managers, or the lack of it, 
one of the many appealing 


Photograph: Robert Wilson 


stories in Return of the Little Vil- 
lon, by Brian Little with Peter 
White (Sports Projects, £11.95) 
concerns the day the gas man 
called to find the Aston VQla 
supremo home alone for once. 
Little had to ask him lo come 
back when his wife was in. He 
had no idea where the meter 
was. 


Club tales that are not always received with warmth 


The word “official" i* frequently 
used lo fend a spurious authority 
lo a hook. More often than not. 
it also turns nut to be code far 
“sanitised version”. Now Tot- 
tenham h.ne banned a hook 
about their greatest season. 
Ken Ferris' ihc Double I Two 
Heads. 19 99), from being sold 
ji While Han Lane because it 
is unauthorised, i-0- no licence 
tec has Iven paid for the "right" 
to write about Spurs. 

The publishers also claim 
that Spurs will not even sell 
them advertising space in the 

dub magazine. Which is a 


shame, because the story of the 
historic l%l)-6I campaign. and 
what became of the players, is 
not widely known among foot- 
ball supporters under 4H. 

Title notwithstanding. Brvon 
Butler's 7m* Official Illustrated 
History of the FA Cup ( Headline. 
125 ) is a sumptuous celebration 
of 125 years of the greatest 
knock-out compel it ion of all. 

Butler’s mellifluous tones 
have told the story of many a 
gianL-k filing on radio. The same 
lyrical, romantic quality, allied 
to a lynx-eyed attention to de- 
tail illuminates the lest. Yet, if 


anything, the pictures are even 
more evocative: there is at least 
one from every’ final, including 
a portrait of Morton Peto Betts, 
match-winner for The Wander- 
ers in 1872, which was discov- 
ered in a cricket pavilion in Kent. 

Football lovers and followers 
of particular clubs alike (not 
necessarily the same thing) will 
delight in Butler’s homage. For 
those looking for something 
more specific there is the Illus- 
trated History of Leeds United by 
Andrew Mourant (Hamlyn, 
£17.99). an addition to a coffee- 
table scries which includes up- 


dated histories of Arsenal, 
Celtic, Liverpool. Manchester 
United and Spurs (authorised, 
naturally). Hamlyn also offer 
Player by Player editions on Ar- 
senal and Liverpool (£14.99), 
both combining Ivan Pooling's 
pithy pen portraits with superb 
3Ction pictures. 

lapping the same market, 
with a statistical bias, Breedon 
Books have produced lavish 
new large-format books on 
Rangers (hy Bob Furrier and 
Robert McElroy, £16.99) and 
Leeds United (by Martin Jarred 
and Malcolm Macdonald, 


£16.99) in the Complete Record 
scries. Also from the Derby- 
based publishers, in collabora- 
tion with the Express <& Star 
newspaper, comes Memories of 
Motincwc, full of old-gold gold- 
en oldies (also £16.99). 

Football literature’s equiva- 
lent of the independent rock la- 
bels are still oul there proving 
that they do not need permis- 
sion from the corporate culture. 
The Boys from up the HilL An 
Oral History of Oxford United 
(Crowbeny, £9.99), by Geron 
Swann ana Andrew Ward, con- 
tains die first-hand accounts of 


players (Ron “The link” Atkin- 
son) among them, managers, di- 
rectors and fans of a village 
club's rise and rise. 

Jeff Kent, who collected a 
similar anthology of anecdotes 
about his favourite club, has 
now compiled Port Vale Per- 
sonalities: A Biographical Dic- 
tionary (£14.75 plus £1.65 P&P 
from Witan Books, 8 Nelson 
Crescent, CoLes Heath, via 
Stafford, ST21 6ST). Every 
player from 120 years is fea- 
tured, along with the terrace 
hard-case who became a Pente- 
costal minister. 


Fat cats creaming 
off the cash 

r rorn John M Vliamsan 
Sir: Nin\ iha| the fat oils of the 
Premier League are to receive 
even more money from Bass 
{Carling], it is lime lor (he Na- 
tionwide League dubs la with- 
draw contact from them 
completely. The gulf between 
these greedy clubs and the 
other divisions is now so vast, 
that there is little lo he gained 
prelending that they are the old 
First Division. 

Mini of the present First Di- 
vision dubs face financial ruin 


sports letter 


if they were promoted. They 
would need lo invest heavily on 
players only to be relegated 
and left with inflated salaries 
that could not be paid on gates. 
Look at Manchester City and 
the possible relegation of Sun- 
derland and Middlesbrough. 

Millions of pounds are be- 
ing spent on foreign players be- 
cause “they are better value". 
So there is little money com- 
ing back to the lower leagues. 

Let them operate in their 
own vacuum. No relegation, no 
League Cup and an FA Cup that 


consists of them and non-League 
dubs. Make the Vauxhall Con- 
ference the new Fourth Division 
and sec how they like iL 
We once had the finest foot- 
ball league in the world but these 
people seem intent on wrecking 
it in the pursuance of profit. 
JOHN WILLIAMSON 
Alston, Cumbria. 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication’' and should con- 
tain daytime and evening 
phone numbers. They should 
be sent to Sports Editor; The In- 
dependent, 1 Canada Square, 
London E14 50. They may be 
shortened for reasons of space. 


Hetherington signs three players from Eagles 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADRELD 

Gary Hetherington. the new 
Leeds chief executive, has re- 
turned to his former club, 
Sheffield Eagles, to sign three 

^ Tbe young half-backs. 

leridan and Dean Law- 
ford, plus the former Hudders- 
field loose forward, Anthony 
Farrell, are all joining Leeds for 
ncti. year’s Super League season. 


Sheridan and Lawford were 
both products of Sheffield's suc- 
cessful jutuot scouting system. 
Their arrival will probably end 
Leeds' interest in Warrington's 
transfer-listed lestyn Harris. 

Farrell, rather over-ambi- 
tiously, touted as “the new 
Ellery Hanley" in his younger 
days, has had his career so far 
blighted by injury, but Hether- 
ington remains a Ann admirer. 

The bearer of a famous Rug- 
by League name will bead the 


Super League’s clubs' quest 
for a higher profile next year 
with the appointment Colin 
Myier as the first chief execu- 
tive of Rugfry League Europe. 

Myier, bom in widnes and a 
member of a dan that indudes 
numerous distinguished play- 
ers. ^ will be based in London. Ffis 
presence there may help to tap 
greater marketing opportunities. 

The First and Second Divi- 
sion dabs, which have recent- 
ly formed a cohesive power 


The European Football Year- 
book 96-97, edited by Mike 
Hammond (Sports Projects Ltd, 
£22.95), contains 1,120 pages 
and covers dub football from 
Aberystwyth to Zagreb as well 
as the international scene. The 
same company's .Aston Vtila: 
Double Winners J 896-97, edit- 
ed ty Bernard Gallagher 
(£5.95), takes a magnifying glass 
to a bygpoe age. No “official" 
tag in sight, but Villa, aware of 
both its historical significance 
and commercial potential, hap- 
pily sell it in their shop. 

PhH Shaw 


bloc of their own, have also ad- 
vertised for a genera] manager. 

In Sydney, the Australian 
Rugby League have made an 
even more significant appoint- 
ment. Their new chief executive, 

replacing John Quayle, who re- 
sisted tost month, is the Balmain 
president, Neil Whittaker. 

Whittaker, 38, has had both 
sorts of education. He is a uni- 
versity graduate and a former 
hooker for Balmain in the Win- 
field Cup. r 


challenge 
taken on 
by Gritt 


Steve Gritt said he was relish- 
ing the challenge of taking on 
the toughest job in football 
when he became the new man- 
ager of troubled Brighton and 
Hove Albion yesterday. 

The Seagulls are 11 points 
adrift at the bottom of the 
Third Division -but that has not 
deterred Gritt. The former 
Charlton joint-manager said: “I 
wouldn't have taken the job on 
unless I was satisfied that the 
dob has a future. In my talks I 
was given those assurances. I am 
realty for the challenge and 
cannot wait for my first game at 
home to Hull on Saturday." 

Grill’s appointment ca:”T 
just hours after the Sussex club 
had confirmed that they will be 
appealing against the twn-point 
penalty imposed by the Fooiball 
Association on Monday for a 
pitch invasion by fans during a 
home game against Lincoln 
City in October. Brighton's 
chief executive, David Bcllotti. 
insists that the peaceful protest 
by the fens was aimed at the di- 
rectors. “We are appealing on 
the grounds that the players 
have been penalised," he said. 

Bellotti also revealed that 
Grill. Brighton’s Lhird manag- 
er in the last year, was selected 
as Timmy Case's successor from 
50 applicants. The 39-year-old. 
who has been searching for a 
manager's job since parting 
company with Chariton 1§ 
months ago. admitted: “It has 
been said that the Brighton 
job is the worst, in football, but 
1 have taken it on because pri- 
marily I am a football person. .. 

“I have been very keen to get • 
back ever since I left Charlton. 
We have got 24 games to turn 
things round at Brighton and it 
is an achievable task. Success for 
me would be for us to finish 23rd 
in die league, and just make sure 
we get off the bottom place." 

Gritt hopes to appoint an as- 
sistant this week, and has urged 
disgruntled supporters to back 
the club from now until the end 
of the season. He said: “My 
message to fans is for them to 
gel behind the team. Together 
we can do it and once we’ve put 
together a few wins we will have 
the teams above us sweating." 
He also revealed that he has 
been promised some money 
for team strengthening. 

Scots win 
free tickets 

Scottish fans have been given a 
financial bonus for their re- 
arranged World Cup tie with Es- 
tonia. Those supporters whn 
were in Tallinn on 9 October for 
the fixture that never was - the 
match which lasted three sec- 
onds - will be given free entry 
when the game is played in 
Monaco on i 1 February. 

However, those fans arc un- 
likely to be celebrating Lm> 
much. Ticket prices have been 
set at just £3.30 and £6.60 and 
the fans will have to make their 
own way to the south of France. 
It is, however, a anal! victory far 
the Scottish Football Associa- 
tion. Us chief executive, Jim Far- 
ry, said: "Fife have listened i,.» 
very strong representation from 
the SFA and we have managed 
to agree free entry farthest sup- 
porters who were in Tallinn 
and who now wish to go ii, 
Monaco for the match. 

“Not only will SFA Travel 
Gub members who wish to at- 
tend the match receive com- 
plimentary tickets, but wu'v e 
managed to maintain a moder- 
ate pricing structure for tickets 
which willbe allocated only via 
the travel club and the SEA. It 
is fair to say we exercised a 
strong will to ensure a correct 
response was obtained from 
our friends in Estonia and Fifa. 
We would like to think those 
strong representations were 
heeded by the powers that be." 
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Argentina ready 
to show strength 


Rugby Untoii 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Their amateur status may seem 
charmingly quaint in comparison 
to the unseemly race for riches 
in England, but the Argentinian 
tourists served notice yesterday 
that there will be nnthingwhifw- 
acal about their veil to Twick- 
enham this weekend. 

Hugely encouraged by their 
fiercely combative performance 
against a strong England A 
line-up at Northampton on 
TUesday night, they have picked 
a side designed to' stretch their 
hosts beyond the bounds of 
comfort in Saturday’s Test 

Pedro Sporicder, their out- 
standing lock forward, rejoins 
the squad after a brief business 
visit to New York and teams up 
once more with the equally ef- 
> fectjve German Danes in the 
\ 'second row, in front of them, the 
* rugged props Roberto Grau 
and Mauricio Reggiardo will 
link up with the booker Carlos 
Promanzio, who wins his fifth 
cap. According to the Pumas, 
that front five is capable of ask- 
ing England almost as many 
questions as their outstanding 
predecessors posed at last year's 
World Cup in South Africa. 

Promanzio replaces Federi- 


co Mendez, the best Argentin- 
ian player since Hugo Porta. 
Mendez has joined Bath and 
will not play international rug- 
by in the immediate future 
while the World Cup props, 
Patrido Noriega and Marias 
Corral, are living in Australia 
and America respectively. But 
while the front row has changed 
completely, the engine room has 
a disturbingly familiar look to 
it; Sporieder and Danes were 
the men who caused England so 
much line-out hassle in that last 
encounter in Durban. 

The strength of the Puma 
squad is underlined by the fact 
that only five of the side that 
performed so strongly at Frank- 
lins Gardens have made the Test 
side. There are no new caps, al- 
though the head coach, Jose 
Luis Lmhoff, has made five 
changes to the side who went 
under against the Springboks 
last month. Most intriguing 
among them is the big-kicking 
outside- half, Gonzak) Quesada, 
who was brought into the team 
for this year's Pan-American 
Cup and scored 41 points in 
three outings against the Unit- 
ed States, Uruguay and Cana- 
da. He has yet to taste defeat 
in a lest match. 

Argentina look like they will 
have to face Jason Leonard af- 


Newbury game postponed 


Newbury’s fourth-round Pilk- 
ington Cup tie with Lydney on 
Saturday has been postponed 
after an outbreak of a bacteri- 
al infection yesterday struck 
down a ninth player. 

The Rugby Football Union's 
doctor. Cliff Roberts, and New- 
bury's medic, Keith Endersby. 
inspected the players last night 
after the ninth suspected victim, 
second row Andy Duke, went 
j town with the illness. 

•- The players, all forwards, 
are suffering from the same 
strain of staphylococcus bacte- 


ria. which brings the victim out 
in boils. 

Terry BurwelL the Rugby di- 
rector of the Division Four 
South dub said: “Postponing the 
tie could cause us problems with 
a fixture pile-up but we really 
had no option. In all my years 
in rugby, l have never come 
across an incident like this." 

Newbury, who postponed 
their match with Worcester on 
Saturday, face a fifth-round tie 
with Iasi year's runners-up, 
Leicester, on Saturday week if 
they manage to beat Lydney. 


ter all. England's most capped 
prop, who missed Harlequins’ 
defeat by Bath last weekend 
with a hamstring injury, has re- 
sumed training With the squad. 

Meanwhile, Gary Tbkhmann 
admits the gloss has been tak- 
en off South Africa's World Cup 
triumph by their series defeat 
against New Zealand in the 
summer - but they intend to be 
at their best when they complete 
a punishing 13-Test programme 
by mee ting Vfeles on Sunday in 
Cardiff. 

Ibichmann, South Africa’s 
captain, and the coach, Andre 

couldbeone international too 
far following successive 2-0 se- 
ries triumphs over Argentina 
and France. “This will be our 
13th international this year, 
but I don't think it is a question 
of us playing too marry Test 
matches,” Ibichmann said. 

Despite inevitable fatigue. 
South Africa are unchanged for 
the fifth successive TfesL They in- 
clude the World Cup players 
Andre Joubert, Joost van der 
Westhuizen and Ruben Kruger 
against Wales. Markgraaf be- 
lieves this trip has helped set- 
tle South African rugby down. 
“However physically demand- 
ing it may nave been, we can 
only benefit from this tour,” he 
said. “This has been our tough- 
est -ever season, not made any 
easier by our standing as world 
champions.” 

ARGENTINA <* Btfand, Twicfcaobam. Sat- 
ivitoQi): E Ando (Rosarto); G Canaria* 
(Buenos Afaw). E Stream (BA), L Artfen (BA. 
capC, D At aww (BA); G Quorate (BA), 
N Maria (BA); R Graa (Cujo). C Prcnrendo 
(ftaaria), M n afg Un lo (CSstres. frt. P 
Spartad* (BA), G Uanaa (BA), R Martto (BA). 
P Bona (Rassno). P Camarinckx (BA), 
placements: C Pro a (Cortooa). FG» 
(BA), F Sater (Cordoba). M Scabs (BA). 0 
Hasan (TUcumanj. R Perez (Rosario). 
SOUTH AFRICA (vWalea, Cantff Anna Pafc, 
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Sand^tAJoatmtOWWIiJ Sons (Natan, 
J Mulder (TrawaaQ, HLe Row (Transvaal). 
J OBvter (N TiamaO; H Haulm (Natal). 
J«andatW e» a aibBB glTran 3 >aaO;P 1 twroB 
tasjriBnaWesb.J Oaten (Trawaafl.AGm- 
vey (NatBfl, K Waite (Tnnswal). M / 

(Natal), RKraaw(NTraraeaO.GT«i 
(Narau capo. A Venter (Orange Ftae State). 
RetAacemeabK K Putt iNatd). A Sovran 
(N Transvaal), W Fyvto (NataO, F mi Heex- 
den (Western PftMnca). T van der Undo 
(Western Province), H Tramp <N Transvaal). 


Tough test for Scotland 


Richie Dixon, [he Scotland 
coach, has warned his side 
against complacency when ihey 
face Italy at Murrayfield on 
Saturday, despite the visitors' 
damaging defeat by England at 
Twickenham last month. 

Dixon believes the Italians 
will provide his side with a 
much sterner test than they 
posed England, and said: "Italy 
play as well as France in terms 
of creating and using space. I've 
had a look at their squad and I 
think we can expect them to play 
different locks from those who 
appeared against England be- 
cause they did not win enough 
possession at the line-out. 

“Italy also have flair. They cer- 
tainly troubled England in the 
second half when they scored 
three very good tries. And what 
is more they defended well. I 
would say Italy have developed 
their game on defence.” 

The Scotland coach has not 
ruled out the possibility of us- 
ing substitutes. He added: "l 
never say never. We thought 
about making a substitution in 
i he match against Australia, 
but in the end did not bother." 

Meanwhile, recalled lock 


Andy Reed has revealed the 
main difference JnJScotland's 
preparations for international 
matches since his last Muiray- 
field game against France in 
1994. Reed, who will play along- 
side his Wasps club partner 
Damian Cronin in the second 
row. said: "Tve noticed there is 
not the mad panic to get the 
team prepared that there was in 
seasons gone by. 

“We now meet up on the 
Monday before the match and 
therefore have much more time 
to prepare ourselves properly. 
The intensity is just the same, 
but the approach is different.” 
Dixon believes the rest and re- 
laxation is vital to his side's new 
approach. “Quality rest is as im- 
portant as quality work,” he said. 

Meanwhile.' Matt Singer, 
Cambridge’s iwo-try Varsity 
match-winner, could be a top 
player with Saracens next sea- 
son if he wants to make rugby 
his day job. Singer twice scythed 
through Oxford's defence to 
make it a hat-trick of Bowring 
Bowl wins for Cambridge at 
Twickenham on Tuesday. 

It was an English centre dev- 
astating a defence on a big 


India on verge of securing 
victory in Test series 


Cricket 

India 237 & 400-7 dec 
South Africa 177 & 53-3 


India's bowlers, inspired by 
Mohammed Azharuddin's un- 
beaten l b5. carried their side to 
the brink of a first series victo- 
ry over South Africa in the de- 
riding Test in Kanpur yesterday. 

South .Africa, set a target of 
4nl (o win. had slumped to 127 
for 5 by close on the fourth day 
and face the virtual certainty of 
a 2-J series defeat today. 

Azharuddin punished the 
tourists' attack in the first ses- 
sion after starting the day 12 
runs short of his century. He 
completed his Iwb century in 
75 Tests, and by the declaration 
had struck 25 boundaries ami a 
six off Pat Symcox in a 2SS-ball 
stiiv. His sixth-wicket stand of 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


80,000 


The amount in pounds that 
Leicester Cfty are spending on 
a huge hot-air font to protect 
their Filbert Street pitch from 
frost and ensure an uninter- 
rupted flow af gpte receipts. 




165 with Rahul Dravid (56) was 
an Indian record for any wick- 
et against South Africa. 

India finally called a halt at 
their lunch score of 400 for 7, 
setting South Africa a target 
never achieved by a side baiting 
last in 1 20 years of Test crick- 
et. The tourists suffered an 
early blow when Gary Kirsten 
was trapped leg-before for sev- 
en by Javagal Srinath. Then 
HerschcUc Gibbs was bowled by 
Venkatcsh Prasad for five and 
Darryl Cullman, at the non- 
striker's end. was run out for two 
by a direct hit from Sachin 
Tendulkar at mid-off. 

FouHIT InCbJ (von |Qtt 

INDIA- First ratings 237 .-5 R Terehjfcar 
tv V Raman 37. P R tens 6-53) 

SOUTH AFRICA - fir** trai log* 1.77 . A hum- 

til!: ATI.! S.-ST3D 3-42). 

INDIA - second Imb^ 

KAwtoSIL 270 tor Si 

m «« ojr 

P S Oo-.sJ c AVWBdn l) Alvm. 

S lost* t> Adams 

A P t-tpw » not out ... . .. ...... 

Earn 'bj icja no2< . 

Total (tor 7 dec. 126 omre)_ 

Fall (cant); 6-3ST 7-W5 
»hrfn£PeVin*rj 24-1058 ? tfnbi: Nusn- 
er 2B-T.73-2: UcMAan 1E-G 3&0. Cron*. 
:s S 31-0; Adams 20 1-34 2: Syrncn* 
26-2-101-1. 

SOUTH AFRICA - Second I ratings 

A C FfcJdmn c hA (Lainvini b humnie ...31 

C Ans-veti ID-* B Sre-jth 7 

h h &bm b Praiad 3 

P j Cullman i\jf> out ,..„2 

••.VJCroqac toiwuharb Jasto_ „..M 

E M McMimn not oul IS 

tD i Rttioirfson nc: out 5 

EitmiMi 3 

Total (tor 5. 63 awn) . 127 

To hat L Muvmer. p l Syman. P S De VU 
l«n. P R Adams. 

Fan: 1-21 2 36 3 39 4 97 5-109. 

Oua B nc (to data); Saute 11-4 15-1: Prasad 
nirrblelg 7 17-1; KwwW-10- 
0: .’.'Shi U?-5 52 1 

Umpires: S V«FaL»rasMuan ibid) anJ D R 
lEnc’ 


.163 
-.56 
...16 
.. ..6 
...CO 
.400 


sport 

Ealham 
suffers 
broken 
finger 


MYLES HODGSON 


Darren Gough appeals unsuccessfully for the wicket of Mark Dekker in Bulawayo yesterday 


Photograph: Empics 


Symonds opts for Australia 


Cricket 


Twickenham day and the crowd 
bad not seenihat for a long time. 

Singer played a handful of 
games for Saracens last season 
and the north London club's 
coach, Mark Evans, said: “He 
will challenge strongly for a 
first-team place for us, but it will 
be at full-back, which is his 
favourite position. He will not 
be knocking out Philippe Sella 
at centre just yet, butte is a gift- 
ed player, with the potential to 
kick goals." 

Singer put Cambridge ahead 
early in the match and then 
clinched the match with a score 
straight through the heart of Ox- 
ford's ladders, while in be- 
tween he landed an impressive 
drop-goal. 

“I biow nothing about pro- 
fessional rugby. 1 am on a 
teaching course at the moment 
and I don't know whether to 
slay with teaching, combine 
that with rugby or go profes- 
sional,” Singer said. 

He is still only 24 and while 
the debate about centre and 
full-back in the England team 
goes on, the selectors might take 
the chance to explore his cen- 
tre credentials at A-team level. 


Athletics 

The International Amateir Athletic Fed- 
eration yesterday amourced the .Japan- 
ese city of Maebash w* host the 1999 
Wcwto indoor Championships, in a 
statement the IAAF said Moscow would 
stage next year's grand prtx final. 


Andrew Symonds' decision to 
pledge his future to Australia 
comes as a blow to English 
cricket in general and Glouces- 
tershire in particular. 

The 21 -year-old all-rounder, 
bom in Birmingham but taken 
to Australia when he was 18 
months old, settled the matter 
of his dual nationality by agree- 
ing to play for Australia Am to- 
morrow's match against the 
West Indies in Melbourne. 

“I am an Aussie and always 
have been,” Symonds declared. 
“I will play my cricket for Aus- 
tralia, so I will play on Friday. 
“Hove living in Australia. 1 love 
the lifestyle and I think I always 
| .wffl. The decision wasn’t very 
tough for me because I have 
known in my heart that I've al- 
ways been an Aussie.” 

The move will disappoint 


those who wanted to see 
Symonds playing for England 
and it comes a year after he re- 
jected a place in England A’s 
tour of Pakistan. 

Gloucestershire will no longer 
be able to field Symonds as an 
England-qualified player and , 


with the West Indies captain, 
Courtney ^Jsh, taking the one 
overseas player’s berth at Bris- 
tol, Gloucestershire were are 
contemplating life without their 
leading ruu-ecorcr of last seasore 
“He was a major piece in our 
playing jigsaw for tne future of 


Hick backed by Gooch 


Graeme Hick cast aside by 
England, has received a massive 
pre-Christmas boost by being 
tipped to return to the in- 
ternational fold by the England 
selector Graham Gooch. 

Hick has been omitted for the 
winter tours of Zimbabwe and 
New Zealand, and recently came 
in for strong criticism from the 
former England chairm an of 
selectors, Ray Illingworth. 

But Gooch, one of the 
favourites te replace nUngworth, 
said people writing off Hick’s 


Tfest career were being “foolish”. 

Gooch said: “Nobody has an 
automatic right to be chosen for 
England, and just because 
Graeme has not made it on to 
the winter tours doesn't mean 
that is the end of things for him 
England-wise. 

“I think people who are say- 
ing That’s his lot’ at Tfest level 
and Tie won’t be. able to get 
back* are being a little foolish. 
He is still only 30 and the best 
years of his career are probably 
still to materialise. 


Gloucestershire County Crick- 
et Chib,” admitted their crick- 
et secretary, Philip August. “He 
leaves a huge hole to filL” 

August added: “We spent 
most of last season seeking as- 
surances from Andrew about his 
playing future, and this is obvi- 
ously disappointing 

“But we wish him well. An- 
drew is a lovely lad and a crack- 
ing cricketer, who just found 
himself with two passports and 
in a pretty unenviable position.” 

Symonds, who scored 33 in the 
President's XI victory ovct West 
Indies in Canberra yesterday, 
could now be available as an 
overseas player for other coun- 
ties, providing he is not selected 
for Australia's Ashes tour party. 

Mike Gattingwas pleased the 
player bad finally made up his 
mind. “It’s no surprise at all for 
me. Tm very gjad lie's made a de- 
cision at last,” the England A 
coach said. 


reports from Brisbane 
England A 230 
Queensland 154-4 


England A look set to finish 
their Australia tour without 
Dean Headley and Mark Eal- 
ham. after both sustained in- 
juries on yesterday's second 
day of their final tour match 
against Queensland here. 

The Kent pair managed only 
16 overs between them before 
withdrawing from the fray after 
tea, prompting the coach. Mike 
Gatling, to make bis first ap- 
pearance of the tour as a sub- 
stitute fielder as Queensland 
took advantage of the light- 
weight attack to finish only 76 
runs adrift on 154 for 4 after a 
second stoppage for bad light 

“Mark suffered a fracture in 
his index finger attempting a 
caught-and-bowled, so unfor- 
tunately he'll be out for a little 
while,” Gatling said. “Dean's 
hip is a bit sore and we thought 
it was best in the long term if 
he came off and rested it” 

The opener Troy Dixon 
seized on England's under- 
strength attack to score 62 for 
Queensland, but Craig White 
responded to the responsibili- 
ty of becoming a strike bowler 
by dismissing Dixon and Jim 
Maher to finish with 2 for 27. 

Earlier, Headley and Glen 
Chappie helped England add a 
valuable 60 runs to their 
overnight score with a spirited 
32-run last-wicket partnership. 

Second tttyal ftx Queenstond won bks 
EM6UMD A - M MM 

M A Butcher c Csssefl b jacksm — 72 

M P vauRnn c Brcfy b Cneewy .0 

A McGretn c Lm b MjBer — 1 

CWtttBcSecccntoebCroney M 

lERGtfDsrlMbCroewy 26 

*A J HoUoate Rw b PresMdge fi 

M A Eafum c Seccombe D Owner ...41 

1WKMe®clawliCreewy a 

A F Gtes C Seccoroe t> Crwwy —20 

0 Chapote not out J6 

OWHMdfeybMiiKT 14 

Extras (fl»7, nb6l 13 

Total (8&3 won),- ,730 

Itofc 1-8, 2-B. 3-39. 4-99. 5-114. 6-147. 7- 
164. 8-198. 9-201. 

Oawto« UkflH ma«-42-2: Oeeroy 2T-S-70- 
& Presumes 12-2-45-1; Law 5-214-0; Jack 
«on 21-8-62-t 
QUEENSLAND - Ffeat bmbl£& 

TIDtanc Vau^renbVtoM .62 

T J Bretoy tow b Fafnm 29 

J P htowr c Hea b Wtti- 00 

*S G Law c Chaw b Holton* : .19 

MPMaOrwtn* 12 

HCusseiracwt .9 

Caras ib3. nblO). — 13 

Tata) (tor 4, S4 oMn) 154 

FA 1-62. 2-81. 3-130. 4-132. 

To tat tW A Seccomlw. 5 A PtefeMgs. B N 
Oaevey. P W Jadacm. S a Mute. 

Bowline Htefley B-l-XHX Chaooto iM- » 
CF. Uon 5-2-16-1; Giles 9-3-250: WJae la 
2-27-2; HoSoota 8-5-20-1. 


Ryder Cup cash to boost game 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 

Profits from the Ryder Cup are 
to underwrite a new initiative to 
stop “the erosion of golf as a 
leisure activity. 

The Professional Golfers’ 
Association is putting £100,000 
towards the National Golf 
Week which will take place on 
April 21 to 27 next year. Spon- 
sors will help fund free lessons 
for newcomers at centres 
around the country, some tar- 
geted specifically at women, 
businessmen and juniors. 

“We have to lake the ini- 
tiative to promote the game and 
stop the erosion in the numbers 
taking up golf,” said Sandy 


Jones, chief executive of the 
PGA. 

“Interest in the game peaked 
in 1987 and in the last decade 
there has been no real growth. 
People say they are inhibited 
from coming to the game be- 
cause it is technically difficult, 
expensive, time consuming and 
there is a ‘snob’ factor. It is a 
game of tradition with a per- 
ception of 61itism." 

While many members' clubs 
have full waiting lists, 30 per 
cent of proprietary dubs, many 
built in the wake of the Royal 
& Ancient’s call for 700 more 
courses at the height of the golf 
boom in the 80s, have capadty 
for play. The figures, Jones 
said, are mirrored in America 
where 11 million took up the 


game between 1988 and^ *93, but 
10 million gave it up. Eighty per 
cent of newcomers gave up 
within the first year of playing. 

The National Golf Weekiias 
the backing of Nick Faldo, who 
□ext week launches his own ju- 
nior series, but not the four 
home unions. The amateur bod- 
ies did not take kindly to Jones 
recently saying that sticking a 
“private” sign outside golf dubs 
was inhibiting newcomers. 

“We spent two years trying 
to convince people to come in 
on the idea,” Jones said. “There 
are 23 fxxfies involved in the ad- 
ministration of golf in this coun- 
try, but someone needs to take 
responsibility to promote the 
game. We have the support of 
the R&A.” 


Rodman suspended 


Basketball 


SPORTING DIGEST 


reer 0. ThM 0 Mater Cowdenbeath 1 Factor 
3. CM Vtoadwa Cootaraocae MaedesfcM 0 
Kxtterrnreer ]_ LOOg n of Wataa abort 
Isa&iti Cop second round nocuud te 
Abecysrwytfi 1 Newton 4 (agg 2-5V Oowaffs 
Quay A Batvx Cay 1 (flfip 4 -d}; Liansanthrad 
1 Conwy 0 URf 2-6J; Siyu Ho^wi 0 fugg: 
1-9. SreteoRMob Imbm pTwelar Dhtaoae 
» J Gferavon tCcvaatlere 2 CWonwle 


Ice hockey 

NKU Detroa 0 Erenonton 0 feu; NTWandeis 8 
Ptvxnb: 2: Ptototfeitfua 5 Ftonda 4; New Jer- 
907 5 Toronto Z Cai&y 5 Ottawa 5 (00; PBs- 
bur&i 5 Los Angeles 3. 


BasketbaB 

The Budweiser League side Matches- Soffampto no .iHte 
ter Grants haiea^ted the 8ft 8 it® West- tvoron 3 

em Samoan forward Frartve Edwards, 
who has been released after averaging 
16 points n his four gptnes for Bifm- 
nfflamButes. The 2C y e ar -old replaces 
American Klrti Baker in the tents' squad. 

NBA: Gotten State 101 Toronto 91; Adorno 
89 Denver 88; Mem 76 Cleveland 74; New 
tek 85 Wasrwton 73; Houston 90 Mtewsoia 
94: oemat 93 Mttwaiee 85; Ptwettt 93 San 
Antonio TB: Uuh 110 Indiana 86; Ortando 
99 Portland 93, Danas 100 LA dippers 9& 

LA Lakers 92 Sacramen to 90. 

CLASSICQOLA CUP SwaMM Mcond tar 
Newcastle EJgea BJiA 7) (Rwtos 25; Beta* 

23: New 19) Sheffield 9tarts75 (33) (Cau- 
ttern 19; Mnters 1& Hemes 12) (Stafltott 
wn 166 16-1 on aggt. 

Cricket 

FWST UNOER-19 tNTCRNATWKAl. (Rds«- 
abro* tom day «f four): Patatan 256 and 
123: Engand 230 and 150 for 9. England 
won bjr 3 wwdiots. 

Football 

SDencerRior, the Leicester central dfr 
tendechaswide^Dnesugeiyonadam- 
aged cartilage whtefi has been troubling 
Nm for some cme. The tamer Norwich 
player tfebyed tusccentcn urd tedtte's 
cuirm two-week break from action. 

Notts County's FA C442 third-round 
match wth P&sxi VBa has been put back 
a day to avoid a dash with city rivals 
Nottingham Forest's home game with 
Ipswch. The Meadow lane ©me nil now 
WcK off on Sunday. 5 Januaty, at noon. 

ASIAN CUWOrtita Bi tan 3 (Karon Barren 12. 

ATi Daei 37. Khodstad Am 48) sauti Aiaou 0: 
hat) 4 nA3Ke4 IT. SO. 3A* 23. eotltai. 
fan C 1 (Cns^rman 26). 

■mesom LATE RESULTS: Auto Win*. 

id Noittwni Section dot maid: 


l; PDrtodown 1 Gtoraoran 1. M DMstaR 8arv 
go r 1 Lame 2: M mmy 1 Oma0i 2. Aran bwur- 


Loatfuw Pramer Df- 

Utd 2 (af Soutfipart): 
MOrtRuun Fdrea 2 Blnrnn9arn Cc, 4. Ftet 

DMetee SMfield Utd 1 Suttwtond 4 (A 0» 

VWfcy StatenX TbM DMrtaa: Ptat a enw) ; 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DMSION 

W L 

Hartford 13 7 

Buffalo 13 13 


lets League M 1 FA M 0 tor Oaeenharn £ Red- 
IVldgB FQ. FACertaMfg Vaoa Socond-roond 
- ’ - Bcrougi O Hjflam 1. Icto 



3 DartnEftn u CaAsto? RoeNUieQ- pon- 
eorter 1 Srocaiwn 2: riantofxxd 0 Buney 2; 
)U30«3terl;FtodieitwiOBudooall:S>ar. 
tnreusi 0 NotB Oawty L Soatfwra Section 
FMRoattBnstanortralBnrtfcra5;Cre»- 
dndee Utd 0 Cothaaor 1; Luton 2 Leyfon On- 
« 1: Ptynwidi 2 Boumanoutfi 0: GdMm 
1 Coretd 2 (aeu. BoS*4 Sootfirt) League Fra> 
wte OMrteraOunorauaiTtanensO. Wat 
OMWon: SOrtngl Si Muren 1. focad 0M- 
•kac Kinfm 0 SMomw 2; C*de 1 Sem 


bar Bndjp 0 Lancasta 2; Colwyn Bay 3 ftm- 
eom 3: LeeA 1 Gensbonxfffi 0. IMMa Ftet 
O W ilo w Cap ftnrt iwd replay: Lagi 1 Asn- 
bv> Lfed 1 (ear; Asheon Ltd won 7-6 on pvte*. 
das)- Second round: M edw rt eld 1 Great 
HsnraodljRadcMalCuranAataintkWorit- 
sep 2 Lmcoto Utd 2: Wteimi 0 Cbn^eton a 
paatpoaed: Athenon LR vmxtagton. Scraw- 
taOtetttaaBre P fe ia teD faM o w h MUirto wt 
Htotri Manor Farm V Tiverton. DR Merten* 
LaoftM Southern Dtvtaioa: Faher Ateenc 3 
CtodertM 3; WfesoMUperAJare 5 Ffaenem L 
Dr Marten* Cap aaKOnd round; MhersoneO 
Tamaonn a RettMch 1 Hafaeoeat TOen & Caro- 
bndBB Qty 1 SudOuy Town 4; Cnetottam 1 
Gbucester 0: Crewtev 1 Tcnbnd0a 2; Mentis 
TyW 2 VMney TrewCndas 1 Forest Groan 
HMnL-TMterioowlaOWeymouti LJemeo 
Eaetem LMgpe P i’iwl u i DMUoo; Great 
yarmouth 2 Fakemam 0; Sudbuy Wanderers 
1 Httettx 2: Tfotree 1 Wootoadra Q. Lee«a 
Gw aecand round: Narweti Utd 2 Habwed 5. 
North West Countte* Laafee Fht DMtiera 
Btodoaol Horen 1 Nencsde Town Z Mass 
toy 3 Jfentacn 2. Ftoedthoehy aecaad round: 
ttertporwro Mere WdvP^Dra U eiet S ue 
eex Coanty Lee^re Hret OratalqR Arutttf 1 
Horsham YMCA 1: Pwcrfaen £ Tetseomoe 0 
Baton w a rwe ahntae d Kent tengir. 
Ctartwm 2 Cray 0: FjrertfHm 0 Cartartxiy 4; 
FOtesfone 2 Heme Bay 4; Slade Grem 0 Beck- 
erttam 2; TynLnttae W* 2 Hythe L FroneD 
LdOBM Oup Seeoad rawefe Ivan 2 Pars St- 
German 1; MawiH 3 Auxerre 2, 

Golf 

tretand's plans to stage the 2005 Ry- 
der Cup moved forward a step yester- 
day after tafts were held between the 
country's Munster for Sport Bernard 
Men. and PGA European tbur chiefs led 
by eecutfte director Ken Schoflekf. the 
two-hour meeting in Dtxafm, which was 
also attended by the former Ryder Cup 
player Des Smyth, left Schofield sug- 
_ that Jretand wouW be wefl- 
ured in Its Md. 


12 13 
10 12 
" 12 

ATLANTIC DMSION 

7 S 
12 

Nawleruy 15 11 

NT Rangers -13 13 

— M 

NY taeodere 9 U 

Bay 9 15 

WESTERN COfffERENCC 
CENTRAL DMSION 


T OF GAFTS 
6 83 80 32 

2 82 S3 28 
12 14 4102106 28 

3 96100 27 

6 77 90 28 

7 72 84 23 


7 88 59 41 
2 86 82 34 
1 69 67 31 
5106 88 31 

1 72 73 27 

8 75 74 26 

2 73 84 20 


Peter Goss escaped lightly yesterday 
when his yacht. Aqua Quorum, suffered 
a knock-down In freezing temperatures 
In the southern ooean as he heads esst 
to Vendee Globe atnfle han d ed non-stop 
round the work) race, the 35-year-old 
Oomtshman, who was asleep at the time, 
had to take gieat care rising the yacht 
which had also changed tack through 
thB wind. teEvftg his eatrgng keel locked 
on the “wrong" side. After two hours the 
50-fotner, whfoh Ss tha most southerly 
in a flea stovrfy dwindling through gear 
damage, was successful dotted with 
Jret two battens in the rnalnsafl broken. 


Dennis Rodman was suspend- 
ed by the Chicago Bulls for two 
games without pay for using bad 
language in criticising Nation- 
al Basketball Association offi- 
cials in a television interview 
after Sunday s game in Tbron- 
to Raptors. 

“Dennis’ use of foul and abu- 
sive language and the embar- 
rassment he caused the Chicago 
Bulls organisation by subjecting 
young children and loyal fans to 
msprofane outburst cannot and 
mil not be tolerated,” said Bulls 
vice-president Jerry Krause. 

“We condemn in every way 
what Dennis said and the words 
be used. This suspension, which 
will cost Dennis $104,878 


Christoph Align sttt leads while Britain's 
second competitor; Tony Btifimore, is 
12th and has had to run under bare 
poles in severe weather. 

Enjoying, for a while, lass testing con- 
ditions are tfM fourteen yachts going the 
other way between Cape Horn and New 
Zealand in the BT Chaliengp. Mike Gold- 
ings' Group 4 continues his estaUshed 
trad white the troubled CouRautds in- 
ternational brings Lip the reac 


[£65,000] in salary, speaks out 
about our concern ” 

Rodman, known 3S much for 
his wild hair-styles, body pierc- 
ing and cross-dressing off the 
court as he is for his outstanding 
rebounding, misses Wednesday's 
game against Minnesota and 
Friday’s game at New Jersey. 

In a statement issued in New 
York, the NBA said it would not 
take any additional action against 
Rodman. In a diatribe after he 
was ejected from Sunday night's 
game. Rodman criticised both 
league officials and the NBA He 
said NBA referees were being 
kept ‘in diapers” by the NBA 
Commissioner, David Stem. 

Rodman was suspended by 
the NBA for six games last sea- 
son after he bead-butted an 
official during a game. 





Snooker 


Football 


AVON INSURANCE COMBMATION League 
Cop: Canfft Oty v Bristol City 12.0). 

Rugby Union 

CLUB MATCHES: Wttsmans v Sievran’s 
MoMJe FP 16.301 : Etfnourai Academicals v 
Henoi's fp (7.0). 

Basketball 

7-UP trophy; Raytwy TV teooaras u Cor- 
wr* Crystal Patace (7.0). 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 



Pools dMdoMts 

umjEWOODS: Trabto ctaonc 24^t» 
£331.520.00. 23 ES61.0S, 22 £27.90, 21 
£8J9i HrtMkna: £32035 lor 21fltt Wnm. 
Rm too: £7-30. 10 boroea (POM on Otoe): 
£876.75. Rra MgiK £2.55. 

VERNONS; Trabki etauroe; 24pts 
£2056830. 23 £179,10, 22 £3000. Sopot 
ahoto (tahfon tore cono u In cor rect ofoa ft 
£24^0. Pretste- 10 (poW on eteit eorreef): 
£36.10. 

BBnTEWSiTwMtt chaieos 24ptofL532.BS, 
23 £13.10. 22 1X30. Four town: OJ3Q. 
nnireystie. BCMMimb: £138.80. 
TETTERS: Tto&to cnaocre 24<rt* £24)316.15, 
23 £2620. 22 £2. 70. 21 £050. Ftet 8 (bra 
dMtanto sdy): lApts 00.15. 13 £195. Ftar 
away* £4DQ. Bgi toooreo (oothta* barrel: 
£294 IX). Four tfrowa (notWne tarrad): 
£1320. Avar 7: £93^0. uelqr mb 36 35 
261128 5. 

Rugby Union 

Stand-off Gareth Hugies, who lost his 
first team place at Saracens to the fbr- 
mer Ausoakon ntameDenel Mfehael ly 
na0t, has agied for Worcester. 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts In Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or tec 

0891333110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glanee tax guide to snow 
conditions at 160+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX -the ski facts: 
0897300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990100 843 


Smw reports 


RtaOrt 

ANDORRA 


Aim Last LM- USp Faroes 

os®* snow cm an 


Graa Rots 

ScKton... 

AUSTRIA 


.frorii and prwntay 
..Great at almude 


lornt 10.12 BO 130 Soowcto 
S8% u.12 25 120 Snow/dw 


Bad GnMo ... 

Isdig) 

obaa»0. — 
CANADA 


..ay powdery snew 
,.D^ snow, mfo cover 
-EanBwn ealy season 


L12 70 180 

2.12 100 180 
3J2 » 160 


Lake Lotrise 
WHittor . — 
FRANCE 


^.teoase pacKeo ptMler 
-.Safi packed new snow 


99% 8.12 95 110 

100% 10.12 185 195 


CfamrU 

Item 

VMIboraoB 

ITALY 


-les Grand Moreens t»en 
..JHrm pactad dry snow 
..JtocHBd toy snow 


5JL2 70 250 l 

30% 2.32 1 00 170 Pa 

90% 2.12 110 180 I 


uvtpw 

Paste Ttotolo 
Sate 


..-Abundance of city snow 
— Dry powdery snt»r 
....Some ar tificial smw 


SWITZERLAND 


re*- 6.12 70 230 

40* M .12 80 300 
20* 2.12 20 100 


Davos. 


UNITED STATES 


..Qronent SMy season 
.JOoprhyvtow 


75* 3.12 70 IST 
40* 3.12 90 120 


KSSneton .aopmec mwder 

Steamboat .PowdenpacMd powder 


^ 9-12 80 150 & 
99* 10.12 110 15Q C 



UKflJIUUiFU ... — lu.ur i_LU 15Q( 

iP»i^M8llp**0a^tea4tetato«raara-CtafatM7SsteBweragtoi»i.B4.B0B W8KMWWnw oj DW) -.j77^- 


Cali Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Fight fascination 

Ken Jones considers the enduring 
appeal of boxing, page 28 


Gough enjoys 
the rough and 
the smooth 



. - -SHURSD^.12 PE^ 1996 * THE INDEPENDENT 


Stocking fillers 

Phil Shaw reviefts* Christmas books for 

the footbattminded, page 28 
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Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Bulawayo 
England 334; Matabeleland 

181*9 


Sixteen wickets fell yesterday at 
the Buknmyo Athletic dub, five 
of them to Darren Gough who 
hrisileii and bustled, as Mata- 
belcland ended the day on 181 
for o. four runs stunt of the fol- 
kw-oa But if Goughs haul rep- 
resented a high spn in this final 
dress rehearsal for England. the 
fact that seven irt the day's dis- 
missals belonged lo the tourists, 
means that several significant 
lines are mQI being (lulled. 

However. in terms of runs 
and wickets progress is un- 
doubtedly being made, and sev- 
eral of the England's cricketers 
no it mger look as if they are Uin- 
gled up in winter cobwebs. 

Mind you. even for bowlers 
like Gough and Andy Caddfck. 
who on yesterday's evidence 
kxik as if they have started to fire 
- albeit with dummy rounds in- 
cluded - there must still he a lin- 
gering doubt as to how much is 
attrihutahle to the opposition, 
who even on a good day, are nut 
likely to provide more'lhan two 


of Zimbabwe's top six for (be 
first Test. 

If the truth be known, most 
of their order looked as. if they 
were batting two places too 
high, and too many loose halls 
went unpunished to give a fair 
picture of England’s achieve- 
ments with the ball. 

Despite that. Gough tried - 
and often succeeded - to bow] 
as fast as possible and if bis 
boundless enthusiasm did not al- 
ways make up for his extravagant 
pursuit of the wonder bail and 
its associated high run tariff, his 
third spell on a stiflingjy hot day. 
was admirably wholehearted. 

Certainly, die hack which de- 
serted Andy Caddkk whose 
two early wickers at last repre- 
sented a quality spell with the 
new ball, was certainly with 
the Yorkshi reman, and nn an- 
other day, two wicket- taking 
long hops could have brought 
eight runs instead. However, be 
clean bowled two tailenders as 
well as removing Manesh Ran- 
chod with a snorter that flicked 
a protective glove, first ball. 

“It takes tunc to get into a 
rhythm, and that eight-ovur spell 
at the start got me into a bit of 
a groove,” he. said afterwards. 
“There was a bit of cany and I 
gave it a hundred percent. 1 got 


Bulawayo scoreboard 



the ball through and was re- 
warded with five wickets. Which 
is not always the case." A break 
be probably feds is deserved any- 
way, after spending the whole of 

last summer taking 67 wickets at 
22.9 for Yorkshire. 

It almost certainly means 
that Gough will be bowling in 
the first Test, probably alongside 
Alan Mullaily and Caddick, 
who has now bowled himself 
into eontentioa ahead of Ron- 
nie Irani: the Essex all-rounder's 
chance to play a part in the first 
■fest evaporating when he scored 
rust five, after tamely chipping 
Mpumeleto Mbangwa to mid- 
on. It was not the only soft dis- 
missaL as John Crawley, a 
second stylish half-century un- 
der his belt, watched the Eng- 
land innings fall apart. 

But, if the batting showed fa- 
miliar frailties once again (only 
Knight. Crawley and Stewart 
seem settled) the fielding is 
also in need of a lift, and had 
England been able to catch as 
well as a top Test side, Mata- 
helcland may well have struggled 
to make three figures. 

Two chances, as well as sev- 
eral half chances were spilled, 
though no individual was quite 
as amiable as John Rennie, the 
home team's captain, who 
capped three dropped slip 
catches with second over duck, 
skying an optimistic pull shot off 
Caddick to short mid-on. 

Of his side, only the wicket- 
keeper. W^ync James, managed 
to score runs freely. However, as 
most of his 62 was scored by 
slashes high over slip due to a efiet 
of long-hops, his true abilities 
may not nave been glimpsed. 
Eventually bis demise came 
when be prodded a return catch 
to Phil nifneD, who repeated the 
feat when Heath Streak did the : 
same two overs later. 

Photograph, page 29 
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Wind speed: ManseU returns to th* cockpit of a Formula One car as he tests for Jordan at Barcelona yesterday 


Photograph: Allsport 


Mansell back on the road again 


Motor racing 

IAN GORDON 
reports from Barcelona 

NJgel Mansell insisted last night 
that he is not a Formula One 
has-been and believes he can 
revive his racing career next sea- 
son. 

The former world champion 
successfully came through a test- 
ing session with Jordan-Peogeot 


ter his previous comeback end- 
ed in an ignominious departure. 

Mansell was not embarrassed 
by Jordan’s highl y rated rook- 


ie driver Ralf Schumacher even 
though the brother of the for- 
mer world champion Michael 
had docked up thousands of 
miles in the car already. 

The 43-year-old was just 
three-tenths erf a second slow- 
er than Schumacher, the leav- 
ing team’s owner, Eddie Jordan, 
astonished at how qtnddy he had 
got up to pace. 

“I nave always had belief in 
my ability,” Mansell said. “I 
didn't have tmiHi to regain as 
I have never lost it ‘Ralf is avety 
committed driver he’s very 
quick on the pedal. Bat I got 
dose to him today as he has 


done nearly 2JXX) miles in test- 
ing. If you haven't got it, all yon 
do is end up in the wall on the 
first lap. The proof of the pod- 
ding is in the clock. 

“It’s been in my blood for 20 
years. You don’t forget ft. The. 
biggest thing was the upsurge m 
speed I have not done over 

2D0mph in anything since the 
last time I drove a Formula One 
car early m 1993. 

“The biggest difference I 
fqund was the brakes- they are 
phenomenal now. Jh&r axe so- 
ranch better thasyon can leavie • 
your braking much later. 

t T^^a^gs|ic ti thjSg jjpth 


computer technology is you 
can analyse eveiy aspect of the 
circuit- Tou can see where you' 
are doing quite well and areas 
where you're not/’ 

Mansell, the third most suc- 
cessfiddriverihRxnjuIaOnehis- 
KHywfthJl wins, added: "It took 
roe a few laps to get up to pace. . 

"Ralf (fid 30 laps yesterda y 
with a best time o|one minute 
26 seconds.Oh irty thircHap to- 
day 1 did L24 after twoyears al- 
^mo&.outpi|| 

•jpeqpier£m<i , 

meat was there, bnrMookme 
a tot tgagsr; 


liZTs than 1 would have liked. 

“You have to build a rela- 
tionship with a car, box jou don't 

do that in just over 49 laps. But 
.1 wfl! build on What happened 
tomorrow and be quicker.” 

ManseU, whose last, com- 
petitive drive was in the Sran- 
rsh Grand Prix in May 
wfcehlihgjgufcd hs two-race 

comeback wlffi JVfcLaren by 
parimgthecax up.beJapves he 
wffibe back behind the wheel 



Parkes may stay for full season 





Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Sven-Goran Eriksson has ag- 
reed to join Blackburn Rovers 
as their new munagur - but he 
cannot su> when. The Swedish 
coach will accept a contract 
worth close lo ttm a year in 
wages and bonuses from Jack 
Walker’s ambitious elub. ■ 

However, Eriksson is staving 
with Sampdona until the llal- 
uin chib have fimnd a successor 
- they may keep him to his con- 
tract for the rest ol the season. 

Eriksson wants the Biackbum 
job hadh and visited the club in 


secret last week for the first 
lime, when he also found out 
how much they were willing io 
pay. Blackburn want some kind 
of commitment from Eriksson 
in case he is tempted by a rival 
dob, with Lazio and Borussia 
MAnchcngladbach among his 
admirers. 

Sources dose to highly re- 
spected Eriksson claimed last 
night that he has said he will 
come as soon as possible, but 
Sampdoria want to dictate the 
timing of hls departure. Eriks- 
son refused to comment on 
Italian press report, that he has 
already handed in his notice, but 
i! is now onlv a matter of when 


rather than if he comes to 
Blackburn. Rovers are happy 
with that situation at the mo- 
ment. as caretaker manager 
Tony ftukes is steering the ade 
out of relegation trouble and 
they would settle for that fate 
in a troubled season. 

The Tbttenftam striker Chris 
Armstrong has been ruled out 
for up to six weeks, and faces 
an operation on Monday after 
being toW his damaged ankle 
will not respond to treatment. 

Armstrong, Spurs’ record 
signing ar £4J5m. has bad trou- 
ble for some time with his an- 
kle. which he badly aggravated 
in the goalless draw against 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 
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Evertou at White Hart lane in 
August when he was carried off 
before half-time. 

Armstrong has made sever- 
al comeback attempts and re- 
mains Spurs’ joint top scorer this 
season with six joals in 15 
games, but lasted only the first 
half against Liverpool in Ms last 
appearance eight days ago, and 
now the problem has been 
identified as tendonitis. 

The Sunderland manager 
Peter Reid is trying to call off 
the purchase of the Israeli strik- 
er Rouen Harazi because of 
medical problems. The Roker 
Park chih have discovered that 
Harazi has been playing with a 
broken foot after he went 
through tests at the dub to com- 
plete nis £500,000 move from 
ueitar Jerusalem. Reid and his 
hoard are now hoping to put the 
deal on ice. but there may be 
complications if Harazi has 
signed a bandmg contract. 

Mark Hughes, the Chelsea 
forward, is still hopeful of ap- 
pearing in Wites’ World Cup 
qualifier against lb r key in 
Cardiff on Saturday - even if he 
has to play with stitches in a 
four- inch ankle wound suffered 
against Leeds last week. 

“I couldn't train today, but 
the medical advice is io keep the 


stitches in until after the game, 
so I win be guided by that;” 
Hughes said. ‘The cut is still a 
little inflamed, but I don't want 
to miss this match." 

The Northern Ireland man- 
ager, Bryan Hamilton, is hop- 
ing that the Newcastle wingin' 
Keith Gillespie will declare 
himself fit to play in Saturday’s 
World Cup qualifier against 
Albania at Windsor Park on Sat- 
urday. GiDespie suffered a groin 
injury in Newcastle's goalless 
draw at Nottin gham Forest on 
Monday, and the Blackpool 
forward, James Quinn, has been 
called in to the squad as cover. 

Tvo of Albania’s key players 
will miss the game in Northern 
Ireland - because they are 
stranded in Greece due to 
fanner's protests winch have 
paralysed the transport net- 
work. Artan Xhumba and Ari- 
an Betlai, who both play for the 
Greek team Kalamata, were un- 
able to gel to Atfeenato pick up 
British visas because of road 
blockades. Albania’s assistant 
coach, Faruk Sejdim, said yes- 
terday. Another player, Sokol 
Prenga, has refused to play be- 
cause of a row over money af- 
ter Albania's last match. 

Brighton’s new manager; 
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Ronaldo, the latest Brazilian 
sensation, is set to sign a 10-year 
contract with Baroetona that wffl 
earn him £25m, making him the 
highest paid player in tbevradd. 

Manchester United and Mi- 
lan have reportedlyshown fo- 
terestms 5 ningthe 2 (>year-oki 
striker, but, according to news- 
paper reports m Spam yesterday, 
Ronaldo's spectacular hew con-_. 
tract will contain a clause that^ 
will deter any potential bidder. 
The dause states float Ronaldo, ' 
seen as potentially Brazil’s . 
greatest player since Fete, can . 
only leave t&rNbtJ Camp if the 
interested dnb'ctinaesup with a 
mere £50m for the foe- . 

“The business is cfoeedT aid 
Barcelona’s vice-prtmdent, 
Joan Gaspaxt^ who. refined to. 
discuss the terms of the deaL 

Ronaldo, who cai$e,>rfKfcr 
Bobby Robison’s at 

Barcelona after mora^pm die 
Dutch dub PSVEUn9$£ifi>r' 
£iZS8*feat 

wages jtratp £I.6m tewpSwr 
year. A World CfcjLwfcBS » 
2994, even thrash herSdnot 
play a game, Ronaldo can also 
expect to collect ano&eS'C&n a 
year in product e«k«#en»5qts. : 

Ronaldo ferisbed has last sea- 
son in the Netherland s asfo p 
scorer, and s currently jointfop 

in Spain with 13 league goibv 


although be could not prevent 
his side losing their grudge 
match away to Real Madrid last 
weekend.' 

Fife, wodd football's gov- 
erning body,, has confirmed a 
record 120 national team coach- 
es have voted for their top 
three pfeyersrn the 1996 Pfey- 
er of tbe Year poD with New- 
castle's Alan Shearer, Ronaldo 
sod Milan’s George Weah 
Ifosdfng the 1st. The winner of 
life world game’s premier indi- 




vidaal prize, whkirWeab won 
last year, will be^adnounc&^ 
meat in L^>«|[jaa20 Jannaiy, 

‘ Shearer's ^^b for England 
daring Euro^lsBd bxs world 
record-breal^g move to St 
JamesTRark t^nsthnnhfto.the 
international 

whowill collect RGsraKj. 
raize for helping to aHp 
Liberia in the World Cup dS 


the connLry, helped guide Mi- 
lan to the Italian league title. 
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Newcastle’s French 


iOV.'. 

■t-^m^FERSGa. 
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■! 0Ur ilLlUr . 7 


A CRACKER. 


.1 %1®1T 


ACROSS 

I fnitiill) engineering vquad 
cut «*ut water-channels (9) 

h Emmk* bird iv finind around 
British Isles (4| 

III So K>ng os teller, irf gitld 
anvar on either vide m 
st.mip 1 5J 

I I IUmc English artK'lc Used 
h I nrnvh - etazv 

1 > Man in the nuwkim of 
Canberra, remark abK fast 
mnner |7l 

i.l Further exercises mcgif**- 
rating R* wun KhtLs i .1 

14 Fads hunted up. m Ihc d.tv 
sk‘ wav? 1 2, 4, *1 

17 *Snim ; dav my punts will 
come" the patient hope of 
his customers? 14. 9} 

?! Wottuin in yelk** fifing 

rm<»poheccar(7> 


22 Grain that » milted m 
.African counav (?i 

24 I'm Alnnung riienor with 
ganp te's features (U) 

25 Trafiaii t»4y man’s unvx-mh 
dash lountveisift |51 

26 River Plate cm uan parth 
Wixkwl f 4) 

2? Rest until we negotiate b^r 
DOWN 

1 An .Arabic style that's 
agaitm all the rules ’ i*i 

2 IfelKurv pul in a French 
tuve(5) 

3 He’s wept tea I. Wit will get 
invoked in studying Welsh 

S 'Ct. 1 iS.hl 

is unde and M<4ar» have 
appeared un stage i"t 

5 Rmg secret agent {7i 


? Shakespearean charavler 
raised matter which gels 


N Eeraw na enl type puning 
pound in plate (6) 

9 Mcdtemc men of old? { 14} 

15 Card availing strong heart 

16 .AdjiKtmcni of rates by 
Yorkshire Vfaer offering 
vatoc(6) 

is Regidzr writer mourning at- 
tack first (7) 

19 Roving ecstatically about 
oriental flavour enhancer'? 
</) . 

3T Meta cashes: found in 
bonzer h a barrel tap (61 

23 Lines turning up in Rowel- | 
u. I dare say (5) i 


GUY HODGSON 


Faustino Aspriila's decision to 
hoist the flag might have been 
as premature as it was coaly. 
Having struggled to dispose of 
Metz in theiast round of the 
Uefa Dip, the last thing New- 
castle United wanted was an- 
other French club in the 

S |uarter-finaK but fate was far 
rom kind when the draw was 
made in Geneva yesterday. 
While Liverpool could ap- 


Celtic midfield player, John 
Collins, beat Arsenal's con- 
querors, Borussia Mdnchen- 
gladbach, in the second round, 
which is enough to lower any- 
one's colours. 

“They are otre of the top two 
sides in France and this tie. is as 
tough ss they come," .Keegan 
said. “They have good experi- 
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Winners' Cup with some confi- 
dence, Newcastle were paired 
whh the French First Division 
tenders, Monaco, in a tie their 
manager Kevin Keegan de- 
scribed^ “as tough as they come". 

Two goals from Asprilh at St 
James' Park Saw off Metz, who 
deserved better than a 3-1 ag- 
gregate defeat, but the booking 
he got for flying his shirt on a 
comer post in celebration en- 
sures he wfll miss the first kg 
c4 the quarter-final on Tyneside 
on 4 March ..Monaco, who in- 
clude the Scotland and former 





III » gnr v yrn i gam n ny 

ssx$af)E£w$; 

cnce in Europe, great players, 
and beat Hamburg quite con- 
vincingly in the last round. We’D 
need lo play belter at home than 
we did against the Metz and we 
know we can do that: If weplay 
the way we are capable of,' we 
can go all the wav. • 

“You must believe you can 
beat anyone. Having the first 
game at home makes it slight- 


ly tougher for us, but well be 
looking to fete a lead raft these. 
We can put Europe on me 
back burner now onto Match, 

but ifssooiefliaig for us to took 
forward tomd a ferfta st te tie m 
terms of hUeresL” 

By contrast, UverpoplooBki 

barmy, bam picked better og- 
ponems to mce on 6 am I 20 
March. Barcelona, Fiorexrtma, 

Paris St-Gennain and Benfica 
went into the hat as wett. But 
theywere paired with Braan, of 
Bergen, who entered the Grp- 
Wmnera’ Cup, having kst their 
domestic final to Rosenborg. 

Bacon defeated PSV Eiad- 
hdventotbe test round but are 
ctesa*ed,evtmbyhforwegjai», 
as orfimry. Then again, there 
was noting remarkable about 
iheDanesofBnmifiiyfestsea- 
soa awl they defeated Liveipoot 
in the Uefe Cup. 

“We’re rcasonaWy ptoased," 
Rcy Evans, ihc Liverpoolman- 
ager. said 3At least were avoid- 
ed tire begerleam Brn there's 
been a fog improvement in 
Scandtoavfen footoaD over the 
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One teeny, weeny '/». On Cbrisuajs Day . and New Year', 
pajl «■ kB*d«2nce aHi toaaywhczc in (he UK uiL ! 
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